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Monday 12/29 

Related Verses 

1 John 4:13-15 
13 In this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, 
that He has given to us of His Spirit. 
14 And we have beheld and testify that the Father has 
sent the Son as the Savior of the world. 
15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him and he in God. 

Isa. 9:6 
6 For a child is born to us, A son is given to us; And the 
government Is upon His shoulder; And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

John 14:9 
9 Jesus said to him, Have I been so long a time with you, 
and you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen 
Me has seen the Father; how is it that you say, Show us 
the Father? 

John 5:43 
43 I have come in the name of My Father, and you do not 
receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will 
receive him. 

John 10:30 
30 I and the Father are one. 

1 John 2:23 
23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the 
Father either; he who confesses the Son has the Father 
also. 

2 Cor. 3:17 
17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 

Related Reading 

One subtlety of the enemy...is to deny that the Triune 
God is subjective to us for experience and enjoyment and 
to present the Divine Trinity merely as an objective 
doctrine for religion...But the Bible reveals that the 
Triune God is not merely the object of our faith; He is 
subjective to us, dwelling in us to be our life and life 
supply. Daily, even hourly, we need to experience Him 
and enjoy Him in this way. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 284)   

--- 

The Bible reveals clearly that the Triune God, after 
passing through the process of incarnation, human living, 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, has 
consummated in the all-inclusive Spirit, who has come to 
dwell in our spirit. Hallelujah for the wonderful all-
inclusive Spirit dwelling in our human spirit!   

A human being can be compared to a transistor radio. 
Such a radio has a receiving apparatus that enables it to 
receive radio waves. When the radio is tuned properly, it 
will play music. We may say that we human beings are 
like transistor radios and that the receiving apparatus is 
our human spirit. When our receiver is properly tuned, 
we enjoy heavenly music. This is an illustration of the 
enjoyment of the Triune God, who is now the life-giving 
Spirit dwelling in our regenerated human spirit...It is by 
our spirit that we touch, enjoy, and experience the all-
inclusive Spirit.   

According to the Scriptures, we testify strongly that 
our Lord today is not merely a part of the Triune God—
He is the embodiment of the entire Triune God, the Son 
with the Father and as the Spirit. In our experience today, 
He is the Spirit as the reality of the Son with the Father 
to be our life for our enjoyment. Realizing that He is 
such a wonderful One, we do not care for dead doctrines, 
vain religion, or meaningless rituals. Our concern is to 
have the daily experience and enjoyment of the Triune 
God.   

We may use eating food as an illustration of learning 
the things of the Triune God in the way of enjoying and 
experiencing Him...The more you eat a particular food, 
the more you will come to know it. This knowledge is 
not doctrinal; it is experiential. In a similar way, we 
come to know the Triune God by enjoying and 
experiencing Him. It is impossible for us to know the 
Triune God merely by doctrine. But we can know Him 
by enjoying and experiencing Him.   

According to the Bible, we teach that the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit are one. Isaiah 9:6 says that a Son has 
been given to us, yet His name is called the eternal 
Father. This matches the Lord’s word concerning 
Himself and the Father recorded in the Gospel of John. 
The Lord Jesus said that He, the Son, came in the name 
of the Father (5:43). The Lord never said of Himself that 

He was the Son and the Father. But He did say that He 
was the Son coming in the Father’s name. In chapter 14 
of the Gospel of John, the Lord also said that if we see 
Him, we see the Father (v. 9). Furthermore, in this 
chapter the Lord said that He is in the Father and the 
Father is in Him (vv. 10-11). So He said in John 10:30 
that the Father and the Son are one. When we confess 
Him, we also have the Father (1 John 2:23). Furthermore, 
He is also the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17). When we have Him 
dwelling in us, we also have both the Father and the 
Spirit. Do you not have the Lord Jesus in you? Surely 
you do. Do you not also have the Father and the Spirit in 
you? You certainly also have both the Father and the 
Spirit in you. This means that the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit are all in you. How many, then, do we have within 
us? From experience we know that we have only One 
within us. This One who dwells in us is the Triune 
God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. (Life-study of 1 
John, pp. 284-285, 179-180)   

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msgs. 
9—11   

Tuesday  12/30 

Related Verses 

1 John 3:19-21 
19 And in this we will know that we are of the truth, and 
we will persuade our heart before Him, 
20 Because if our heart blames us, it is because God is 
greater than our heart and knows all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not blame us, we have 
boldness toward God; 

Heb. 8:10-11 
10 For this is the covenant which I will covenant with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
impart My laws into their mind, and on their hearts I will 
inscribe them; and I will be God to them, and they will 
be a people to Me. 
11 And they shall by no means each teach his fellow 
citizen and each his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for 
all will know Me from the little one to the great one 
among them. 
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Heb. 10:16 
16 "This is the covenant which I will covenant with them 
after those days, says the Lord: I will impart My laws 
upon their hearts, and upon their mind I will inscribe 
them," 

Matt. 28:19 
19 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 

Eph. 3:16 
16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of 
His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 
Spirit into the inner man, 

Rev. 1:4-5 
4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to 
you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is 
coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne, 
5 And from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the 
Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To Him who loves us and has released us from our 
sins by His blood 

Related Reading 

John’s word [in 1 John 3:21] is about knowing God 
in a very subjective way. Some may speak about the 
almighty God who rules the universe, but here John 
speaks concerning the God who is in our heart. He does 
not talk about the mighty God, about the great God; 
instead, he speaks concerning the practical God. Not only 
is God infinite, unlimited, and beyond our ability to 
comprehend; He is also small enough to be in our heart. 
When God becomes our experience, He is not only the 
One on the throne who is universally vast, but He is the 
One in our heart.   

According to the teaching of the New Testament, we 
need to know God in the personal realm of our heart. 
God is known by us not in the vastness of the universe 
but in the smallness of our heart.   

The concern of the New Testament is that we know 
the God who has come into our being, the One who 
dwells in our spirit and desires to spread into all the 
inward parts of our heart [cf. Eph. 3:17]. Therefore, we 

need to know God in our heart. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 
253-254)   

--- 

In 1 John 3:20 John does not say that God is greater 
than the universe...[but] that God is greater than our 
heart. This way of writing indicates that our knowledge 
of God must be experiential...Is your heart at peace? Is 
your heart tranquil?...Some may say that they know God. 
But they may know Him in a religious way, in an 
objective way. We need to know God in our heart, in our 
conscience. To know God in this way is for the great, 
almighty, infinite God to become practical to us in our 
conscience. If our conscience bothers us, this means that 
God also has a problem with us...Often in my Christian 
life I have wondered why God cares for all the details in 
my daily life. For example,...if I give my wife a “long 
face,” He will trouble me in my conscience. If I argue 
with Him about matters like this, the God who is in my 
conscience will not agree with me. This is an example of 
the experiential way to know God.   

In being known by us experientially, God is small, 
not infinite. A brother may argue with God; he may think 
that it is not right for Him to trouble his conscience 
regarding a certain matter. Suppose the brother says to 
Him, “Why does my conscience bother me concerning 
my wife? She is wrong, and I am right. She caused the 
problem, and I have been trying to avoid an 
argument...Why, then, does my conscience bother me 
about the way I feel? This isn’t fair!” But no matter how 
much the brother may argue with Him, God will not rule 
in his favor.   

The New Testament way for us to know God is 
personal, detailed, and experiential. The New Testament 
way is to know God as the One who is in our heart. How 
precious is this experiential way of knowing God!   

Sometimes we may wonder why God, who has 
billions of matters to take care of, would be concerned 
with a small detail in our daily living. Although God is 
infinite and almighty, He cares even for the small things 
in our life. For example, He may care about a brother’s 
inward attitude toward his wife, something so small that 
it may seem it takes a divine magnifying glass to see it. 
Nevertheless, God cares for such a matter. We know God 
cares for such things because our conscience bothers us 

concerning them. Whenever our conscience is not 
tranquil, we know that we need to take care of the feeling 
of our conscience, which is the representative of the 
divine government. In this way we know God not in 
great matters but in small things. This way of knowing 
God is experiential and practical. (Life-study of 1 John, 
pp. 254-256)   

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and 
with the Divine Trinity,” chs. 5, 13   

Wednesday  12/31 
Related Verses 

1 Thes. 1:1-10 (1,3-6); 
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
2 We thank God always concerning all of you, making 
mention of you in our prayers, 
3 Remembering unceasingly your work of faith and labor 
of love and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
before our God and Father; 
4 Knowing, brothers, beloved of God, your selection; 
5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and in much 
assurance, even as you know what kind of men we were 
among you for your sake. 
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction with joy of 
the Holy Spirit, 
7 So that you became a pattern to all those who believe 
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded out; 
not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in every place, 
your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no 
need of saying anything. 
9 For they themselves report concerning us what kind of 
entrance we had toward you and how you turned to God 
from the idols to serve a living and true God 
10 And await His Son from the heavens, whom He raised 
from the dead, Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath 
which is coming. 
1 Cor. 1:2 
2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who 
have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, the called saints, 
with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours: 
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Related Reading 

When some read concerning the church of the 
Thessalonians in the Triune God, they may say, “You 
claim that 1 Thessalonians 1:1 indicates that the church 
is in the Triune God. Yes, this verse mentions the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son, but nothing is said 
concerning the Spirit. If this verse speaks of the Triune 
God, where is the Spirit?” Here we have one of the many 
instances where what the Bible does not say is just as 
important as what it does say, if not more so. Often in 
our contact with the saints, we may refrain from saying 
something to them. This may be more important than 
what we do say to them. Why did Paul not say “the 
church of the Thessalonians in God the Father, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit”?   

Be assured that the very God spoken of in 1:1 is the 
Triune God. We know this by the fact that Paul first 
mentions the Father, the first of the Trinity. Whenever 
we have the first, we also have the second, the Son, and 
also the third, the Spirit. The very fact that Paul speaks of 
the Father is a strong indication that he is thinking of the 
Triune God. Moreover, the expression the Lord Jesus 
Christ implies the Spirit. The expressions God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ both imply the Spirit. 
Therefore, in 1:1 the Spirit is implied and understood. 
(Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, p. 56)   

--- 

To be in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
implies that we are also in the Spirit. Hence, in 1 
Thessalonians 1:1 we have the Triune God implied. This 
verse indicates that the church is in the Triune God.   

It is a rather simple matter to say that the church is of 
God or of Christ. But it is deeper and more profound to 
declare that the church is in God the Father and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. For example, it is one thing to say that 
we are of a particular person. However, it is altogether 
another matter to claim to be in that person. Humanly 
speaking, it is possible to be of someone, but it is not 
possible to be literally in that one. Only in a way that is 
organic and of life can the church be in the Triune God. 
We do not adequately understand the way of life, but 
God does understand it in full. Furthermore, only God 
can do something in the way of life. In a way that is 

organic and of life, God has made it possible for the 
church to be in the Triune God.   

For the church to be merely of God, it is sufficient 
that God be merely our Creator. But for the church to be 
in God, God must become our Father, and we need to 
have a life relationship with Him. Likewise, for the 
church to be in the Lord Jesus Christ, Christ must be the 
Lord and Jesus to us.   

It is important to realize that the New Testament does 
not say that the church is in God. First Thessalonians 1:1 
tells us that the church is in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is different from speaking of the 
church as merely in God, for it reveals that the church is 
in the Triune God. According to the Bible, there is no 
such thing as the church merely in God, but there is the 
church in the Triune God.   

Now we need to consider carefully the difference 
between God and the Triune God. To speak only of God 
is to regard Him as if He had not been processed. 
However, the Triune God denotes God in His process. 
Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” In this verse we cannot see the 
processed God; that is, we cannot see the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit. But in the New Testament we have a full 
revelation of the Triune God. (Life-study of 1 
Thessalonians, pp. 56-58)   

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msg. 
7   

Thursday  1/1 

Related Verses 

John 1:12-13 
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
authority to become children of God, to those who 
believe into His name, 
13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

John 15:1, 4-5 
1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. 
4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 
you unless you abide in Me. 

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in 
Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me 
you can do nothing. 

John 3:15 
15 That every one who believes into Him may have 
eternal life. 

2 Thes. 1:1 
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the 
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

1 Cor. 1:30 
30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
wisdom to us from God: both righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 

1 Cor. 6:17 
17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

Eph. 1:5 
5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 

Related Reading 

First Thessalonians 1:1 says, “Paul and Silvanus and 
Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 
peace.” This Epistle and the second were both addressed 
to the local church in Thessalonica, composed of all the 
believers in Christ in that city. Such a local church is of 
the believers and is in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This indicates that such a local church is born of 
God the Father with His life and nature and is united 
with the Lord Jesus Christ organically in all that He is 
and has done. Hence, it is of men (such as the 
Thessalonians) yet in God and in the Lord organically. 
This organic union in the divine life and nature is the 
vital base for the believers to live a holy life for the 
church life. Such a living is the theme of the two 
Epistles. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, p. 2)   

--- 

It is a particular characteristic of Paul’s writing to 
emphasize the organic union of the believers with the 
Triune God...The emphasis on the organic union with 
Christ is an outstanding feature of Paul’s 



Morning Watch                                                                      EXPERIENCING, ENJOYING, AND EXPRESSING CHRIST (3) - WEEK 6                          December 29 2025 - January 4, 2026 
The Church in the Triune God 

© Living Stream Ministry, 2025, used by permission                                                                                                                                                                                                     4 

writings...Although 1 Thessalonians 1:1 is written in a 
simple way, it nevertheless includes Paul’s characteristic 
reference to the organic union. In this verse Paul speaks 
of the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The preposition in here is very 
important; it indicates that the church is in the Triune 
God. The church is composed of human beings, but they, 
the believers, are in the Triune God. On the one hand, the 
church in Thessalonica was of the Thessalonians; on the 
other hand, this church was in God the Father.   

Paul does not merely say that the church is in God; he 
says that the church is in God the Father. Unless God is 
our Father, we cannot be in Him. We were not created in 
God; however, we were regenerated, born again, in Him. 
We were created outside of God. This means that in 
creation we did not have any organic union with God or 
any life relationship with Him. Instead, there was only 
the relationship between the creature and the 
Creator...Hence, there is a relationship of creation but no 
relationship in life...As God’s creatures, we did not have 
the life of God. We had only our created life, our natural 
human life.   

When we were regenerated, born of God, our life 
relationship with God began. This rebirth brought us into 
the organic union with the Triune God. At the time of our 
regeneration, our rebirth, we obtained God’s life. Now 
God is not merely our Creator, our God; He is our 
Father, the One who has begotten us. God is no longer 
merely our Creator—He is also our Begetter, for He has 
begotten us with His life. Therefore, He is God our 
Father. Through regeneration the Thessalonian believers 
had become sons of God. According to the book of 
Romans, the church is a composition of sons of 
God...Sinners can be members of a secular organization, 
but they cannot be components of the church of the 
living God. Such a church is composed only of sons of 
God.   

We have been predestinated by the Father to be His 
sons...We have been predestinated unto sonship [Eph. 
1:5]. At a certain time, God called us and moved us 
inwardly. Then we repented, believed in the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, and received Him. By receiving Christ, we 
were reborn and became sons of God. Now that we are 
sons of God, we are the components of the church, the 
Body of Christ. Because we, as sons of God, are the 

members of Christ, 1 Thessalonians 1:1 says not only 
that the church is in God the Father but also that the 
church is in the Lord Jesus Christ. (Life-study of 1 
Thessalonians, pp. 3-4)   

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msg. 
1   

Friday  1/2 

Related Verses 

John 14:6-11 (6,10-11) 
6 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the 
life; no one comes to the Father except through Me. 
7 If you had known Me, you would have known My 
Father also; and henceforth you know Him and have seen 
Him. 
8 Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father and it is 
sufficient for us. 
9 Jesus said to him, Have I been so long a time with you, 
and you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen 
Me has seen the Father; how is it that you say, Show us 
the Father? 
10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me 
does His works. 
11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
Me; but if not, believe because of the works themselves. 

John 10:38 
38 But if I do them, even if you do not believe Me, 
believe the works so that you may come to know and 
continue to know that the Father is in Me and I am in the 
Father. 

Rom. 8:11 
11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who indwells you. 

1 Cor. 15:45b 
45b ; the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

Related Reading 

Certain of today’s fundamental Bible teachers are 
actually tritheistic, perhaps unconsciously. These 

teachers say not only that the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit are distinct but also that They are separate. We can 
say that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are distinct, 
but not that They are separate. We cannot separate the 
Son from the Father, or the Father and the Son from the 
Spirit, because all three coexist and coinhere. In the 
Gospel of John the Son said that He is in the Father and 
the Father is in Him (10:38; 14:10-11). Since the Son is 
in the Father and the Father is in the Son, how can They 
be separated? The Lord Jesus also said that He and the 
Father are one (John 10:30). This is further proof that the 
Father and the Son, although distinct, cannot be 
separated. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are distinct 
but not separate, because they are three and yet one. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 31-32)   

--- 

Although the Father and the Son are one [John 
10:30], between Them there is still a distinction of “I” 
and “the Father.” We must not disregard this point, 
because if we do, we would become modalists. 
Modalism advocates that God, who is one, has three 
manifestations in three different periods and that the 
three manifestations do not exist within each other at the 
same time. The Scriptures show us, however, that the 
three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—not only exist 
at the same time but also exist in one another. Therefore, 
the three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—are one; 
They are one God. However, this one God is also three; 
He is the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Since this is the 
case, when are the Father, the Son, and the Spirit one, 
and when are They three?...According to what the Bible 
tells us, we can say only that God is one, yet He has the 
aspect of being three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 
These three are distinct but inseparable. Furthermore, 
these three exist within one another: the first is in the 
second and the second is in the first, and the second, the 
Son, and the third, the Spirit, are one and the same (2 
Cor. 3:17). Hence, if the Father, the Son, and the Spirit 
only exist at the same time, They may still be separated; 
however, because They also exist within one another, 
They are inseparable. This is why God is triune; He is the 
Triune God.   

You must know and be clear about these main points. 
Continuing what the saints saw in the previous centuries, 
we have seen this much so far. The Divine Trinity is a 
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mystery in the universe; this mystery is not for us to 
engage in theological debates but for us to enjoy in our 
practical experience. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 3, “The 
Revelation and Vision of God,” pp. 339-340)   

The Holy Scriptures...reveal that the Son is the Father 
[Isa. 9:6; John 14:7-11]. In these verses the Lord clearly 
revealed the mystery that He and the Father are one 
(10:30). He is in the Father, and the Father is in Him; 
when He speaks, it is the Father who works; when men 
see Him, they see the Father; when they know Him, they 
know the Father, because He is the Father. The 
Scriptures also reveal that the Son (the last Adam) 
became a life-giving Spirit. First Corinthians 15:45b 
says, “The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.” The 
last Adam, of course, is the incarnated Lord Jesus, and 
the life-giving Spirit, of course, is the Holy Spirit. There 
can never be another life-giving Spirit besides the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord was made flesh and became the last 
Adam, and later, after death and resurrection, He became 
the life-giving Spirit. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Crucial 
Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery 
Today,” pp. 56-57)   

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 3, “The 
Revelation and Vision of God,” ch. 2; CWWL, 1994–
1997, vol. 2, “The Governing and Controlling Vision in 
the Bible,” ch. 3   

Saturday  1/3 

Related Verses 

Eph. 1:3-5, 7, 13 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenlies in Christ, 
4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and without blemish before Him in 
love, 
5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of offenses, according to the riches of His 
grace, 
13 In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, in Him also believing, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise, 

Gal. 4:4-6 
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth 
His Son, born of a woman, born under law, 
5 That He might redeem those under law that we might 
receive the sonship. 
6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father! 

Eph. 4:4-6 
4 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called 
in one hope of your calling; 
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 One God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all. 

Related Reading 

According to the New Testament, the Father wants 
many sons. The Father’s concern is with sonship. In 
order to produce these sons, He has been begetting 
children. With Him, there need be no limit to the number 
of children.   

God the Father has a definite purpose...and a plan. 
God’s selection and predestination are according to His 
purpose. First, He selected us and then predestinated us. 
This indicates that God is the unique Initiator and 
Originator. Thus, for the church to be in God the Father 
implies that the church is in God’s purpose, plan, 
selection, and predestination.   

We Christians should all have the unique purpose, the 
purpose of our Father. We should also have the unique 
plan of the Father. This means that only one—the 
Father—should be the initiator and originator. We should 
not originate anything or initiate anything.   

For the church to be in the Lord Jesus Christ...is a 
great matter...To be in Christ means that there is no sin, 
flesh, self, natural life, old creation, death, or Satan. If we 
are in Christ, everything negative has been 
terminated...For those who are in Christ, everything other 
than God has been terminated. (Life-study of 1 
Thessalonians, pp. 61-62)   

--- 

The Father is the One who plans and originates...God 
the Son accomplishes everything that God the Father has 
purposed, planned, initiated, and originated...God the 

Spirit...is neither the originator nor the accomplisher—
He is the Executor. The Spirit does not do anything for 
Himself or by Himself. Rather, He executes, carries out, 
what the Father has planned and originated and what the 
Son has accomplished. We all must see that everything 
the Father has planned and everything the Son has 
accomplished is now in the Spirit and with the Spirit. In 
our experience the One we contact is the Spirit. This 
Spirit is the Son, and in the Son we have the Father. For 
this reason we may say that the Father is in the Son and 
that the Son is now the life-giving Spirit dwelling in 
us...When we walk according to the Spirit, we are 
actually walking according to the Triune God.   

The Spirit is the ultimate consummation of the 
processed Triune God. The Spirit is the application, the 
reaching to us, of the Triune God...How can the 
processed Triune God be applied to us in our experience? 
He is applied as the life-giving Spirit. The Spirit is not 
only the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ; He is the 
Spirit as God and as Christ. In our experience today, the 
Triune God is the very life-giving Spirit. Therefore, 
when we are in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are in the Spirit. Because the Spirit is implied and 
understood in 1 Thessalonians 1:1, we speak of the 
church being in the Triune God.   

The revelation of the Triune God requires the 
incarnation of Christ, the Lord’s human living, and His 
crucifixion and resurrection. After the resurrection of 
Christ, we have the coming of the Spirit.   

This Triune God is the processed God. He has passed 
through the process of incarnation, human living, 
crucifixion, and resurrection. In crucifixion He 
accomplished redemption, the termination of the old 
creation, and the destruction of Satan and death. In 
resurrection He germinated the new creation. Now He is 
the life-giving Spirit as the ultimate consummation of the 
Triune God. The church is in such a Triune God. The 
church is in the processed Triune God, the One who has 
become the life-giving Spirit with the Father and the Son. 
(Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, pp. 66-67, 59)   

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msg. 
8   
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Related Verses 

John 14:1-3,6,16-20,23-27 
1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe into God, 
believe also into Me. 
2 In My Father's house are many abodes; if it were not 
so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming 
again and will receive you to Myself, so that where I am 
you also may be. 
6 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the 
life; no one comes to the Father except through Me. 
16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Comforter, that He may be with you forever, 
17 Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him; 
but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall 
be in you. 
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 
19 Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, 
but you behold Me; because I live, you also shall live. 
20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and 
you in Me, and I in you. 
23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, 
he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make an abode with him. 
24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; 
and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's 
who sent Me. 
25 These things I have spoken to you while abiding with 
you; 
26 But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things and 
remind you of all the things which I have said to you. 
27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

Further Reading:  
Further Reading: Life Study of 1 Thessalonians, msgs. 7-
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Hymn: #608 
1 What mystery, the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
In person three, in substance all are one. 
How glorious, this God our being enters 
To be our all, thru Spirit in the Son! 
  
The Triune God has now become our all! 
How wonderful! How glorious! 
This Gift divine we never can exhaust! 
How excellent! How marvelous! 
 
2 How rich the source, the Father as the fountain, 
And all this wealth He wants man to enjoy! 
O blessed fact, this vast exhaustless portion 
Is now for us forever to employ! 
 
3 How wonderful, the Son is God’s expression 
Come in the flesh to dwell with all mankind! 
Redemption’s work, how perfectly effective, 
That sinners we with God might oneness find. 
 
4 The Spirit is the Son’s transfiguration 
Come into us as life the full supply. 
Amazing fact, our spirit with the Spirit 
Now mingles and in oneness joins thereby! 
 
5 How real it is that God is now the Spirit 
For us to touch, experience day by day! 
Astounding fact, with God we are one spirit, 
And differ not in life in any way! 

Churchwide Truth Pursuit of Genesis 
Level 1—Sequential Life-study Reading 
Scripture Reading and Copying: Gen. 34 
Assigned Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg(s). 81-82 
 
Level 2—Topical Study 
Crucial Point: Jacob and Laban 
Scripture: Gen. 29-31 
Assigned Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg(s). 70-71, 
73-74 
Supplemental Reading: The History of God in His Union 
with Man, ch. 9; CWWN, Set 2, Vol. 46, "Conferences, 
Messages, and Fellowship (6)", ch. 193 "Four Kinds of 
Discipline" 
Study Questions: See the church website at 
churchinnyc.org/bible-study 
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