Crystallization-Study of Jeremiah and Lamentations - Week 5

Morning Watch

God as Our Sovereign Potter Making Us His Vessels, His Containers, to Contain Him

Monday 11/2
Related Verses
Jer. 18:6
6 Am I not able to do with you, O house of Israel, as this
potter does? declares Jehovah. Indeed, as the clay is in
the hand of the potter, so you are in My hand, O house of
Israel.
Isa. 64:8
8 But now, Jehovah, You are our Father; We are the clay;
and You, our Potter; And all of us are the work of Your
hand.
Jer. 18:1-5
1 The word which came to Jeremiah from Jehovah,
saying,
2 Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will
let you hear My words.
3 So I went down to the potter's house, and he was there
doing work at his wheel.
4 But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled
in the potter's hand; so he reworked it into another vessel,
as it seemed good for the potter to make.
5 And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying,
Rom. 9:21
21 Or does not the potter have authority over the clay to
make out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and
another unto dishonor?
Dan. 4:3
3 How great are His signs, And how mighty are His
wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, And His
dominion is from generation to generation.
Dan. 4:34-35
34 And at the end of those days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted
up my eyes to heaven, and reason returned to me; and I
blessed the Most High, and I praised and honored the
ever-living One; For His dominion is an eternal dominion,
And His kingdom is from generation to generation;
35 And all the inhabitants of earth are considered as
nothing, But He does according to His will in the army of
heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth; And there
is no one who can resist His hand Or say to Him, What
are You doing?
Rev. 4:11
11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the
glory and the honor and the power, for You have created
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all things, and because of Your will they were, and were
created.
Suggested Reading
Jehovah as the Potter and Israel as the pottery.
Jehovah is the Potter, and we, His chosen people, are the
pottery in His hand.
As the Potter our God has the absolute right over
us…to do whatever He likes. This thought is found not
only in Jeremiah 18 through 20 but also in Romans 9. I
believe that Paul was considering these chapters of
Jeremiah as he was writing Romans 9 concerning God's
sovereignty in His selection. In verse 21 he asks, "Does
not the potter have authority over the clay to make out of
the same lump one vessel unto honor and another unto
dishonor?" God, the Potter, certainly has such authority.
His selection is according to His absolute right. He may
choose one vessel and reject another.
God is absolutely free to do whatever He desires to
His people. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 121-122)
----Jehovah told Jeremiah to go down to the potter's
house (vv. 1-2). Jeremiah saw that the potter was working
and reworking the pottery at his wheel into another
vessel, as it seemed good for him to make (vv. 3-4). This
indicates that the potter has the full right to do whatever
he desires with the clay.
Jehovah as the sovereign Potter is able to do with the
house of Israel, as the clay in His hand, in changeable
ways according to Israel's condition (vv. 6-10)….This
word to Israel was also a word to the prophet, a word that
would clear up his concept. Jehovah seemed to be saying
to Jeremiah, "Do not hinder Me from doing whatever I
will to do with the house of Israel. Israel is clay in My
hand, and I deal with them in changeable ways.
Depending on their condition, I can punish them or exalt
them." Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 122-123)
God not only has glory, honor, and majesty; He also
has sovereignty….Sovereignty indicates God’s unlimited
authority and power. God’s position is also unlimited. We
are not able to say how high is God’s position. Likewise,
we cannot measure God’s glory and majesty. As the
sovereign One, there is no limit to His authority, power,
and position.
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Although the words “sovereign” or “sovereignty” are
not used in Romans 9:20 and 21, these verses certainly
refer to God’s sovereignty: “But, O man, who are you
that replies against God? Shall the thing formed say to
him who formed it, Why did you make me thus? Or has
not the potter authority over the clay, out of the same
lump to make one vessel to honor and another to
dishonor?” We all need to realize who we are. We are
God’s creatures, and He is our Creator. As His creatures,
we should not resist His purpose (v. 19) or answer back
to Him, the Creator….Paul then goes on to indicate that
as the Potter God has authority over the clay, out of the
same lump to make one vessel to honor and another to
dishonor. God is the Potter, and we are the clay. As the
Potter, God is sovereign. He has authority over the clay.
If He wills, He can make one vessel to honor and another
to dishonor. This does not depend on our choice—it
depends on God’s sovereignty.
These verses from Romans 9 indicate that God has
sovereignly created us to be His vessels, His containers,
according to His predestination….Being vessels unto
honor [cf. 2 Tim. 2:20-21] is not the result of our choice;
it originates with God’s sovereignty. It is of God’s
sovereignty that He makes His glory known by creating
vessels of mercy to contain Himself. This is a deep word.
God’s sovereignty is the basis of His selection. His
selection depends on His sovereignty. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 113-114)
Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob” Chapter 9 – Sections: Exchanging the
Birthright for a Pottage of Lentils; Receiving His
Father's Blessing through Deception; Jacob's Discipline;
Away from Home
Tuesday 11/3
Related Verses
Acts 9:15
15 But the Lord said to him, Go, for this man is a chosen
vessel to Me, to bear My name before both the Gentiles
and kings and the sons of Israel;
Eph. 3:19
19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ,
that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God.
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Luke 1:53
53 The hungry He has filled with good things, and the
rich He has sent away empty.
Eph. 1:5, 11
5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance,
having been predestinated according to the purpose of the
One who works all things according to the counsel of His
will,
Phil. 2:13
13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and
the working for His good pleasure.
Isa. 57:15
15 For thus says the high and exalted One, Who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: I will dwell in the high and
holy place, And with the contrite and lowly of spirit, To
revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of
the contrite.
Matt. 5:3
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of the heavens.
Suggested Reading
God created us to be His containers in order to
contain Himself. We are only empty containers, and God
intends to be our only content. To illustrate, bottles are
necessary to contain beverages….If we look at the bottles
made for beverages…, we will realize that these “peculiar”
containers are quite specific articles; they were made for
a particular use. We people are also “peculiar” containers,
for we too were made for a specific purpose….If the
bottles never contain a beverage, they…would become
meaningless. Man was made purposely to contain God. If
we do not contain God and know God as our content, we
are a senseless contradiction. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The
Economy of God,” pp. 183-184)
----All spiritual progress begins when God initiates a
good work in a person through the Holy Spirit by creating
a longing within….The Holy Spirit makes us feel
dissatisfied with our present condition; the Holy Spirit
makes us feel that our present condition is wrong and that
our spiritual life is too shallow. The first work of the
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Holy Spirit is to give us a sense of dissatisfaction and to
create in us a desire to be better….This is the beginning
of spiritual progress. Putting it another way, all failure
and decadence is the result of self-complacency….Our
feelings of dissatisfaction with ourselves indicates the
Holy Spirit has begun His work in us and that is the time
for us to go forward….Decadence comes from selfcomplacency, whereas progress comes from hunger. This
is a fact, and it is true throughout our Christian life.
Invariably the Holy Spirit first creates a desire in us for
more, and then God comes in to satisfy us and fill us. In
order to perform His filling work, He must first carry out
His emptying work. When we are empty, God will fill us.
This is a principle which the Lord has shown us:
spiritual progress is a matter of being continually emptied
out and continually filled up….Do not think that as long
as we have been emptied once, we will not need any
more emptying. The work of the cross in us is everincreasing and ever-deepening.
God is waiting for us to empty ourselves. If there is an
infinite emptiness in us, the Holy Spirit will grant us an
infinite filling. Whether or not we will receive the
blessing of the Holy Spirit depends on whether we have
empty vessels. It depends on whether or not we have
reserved room for the Holy Spirit and whether or not we
have provided Him a place to work in us.
We need to pray and ask the Lord to dig more deeply
in us and make more room in us so that the Holy Spirit
can fill us. The filling of the Holy Spirit depends on our
emptiness. I will repeat: our emptiness ought to be a
continuous state. If we cannot empty ourselves, God
cannot fill us. The Holy Spirit is waiting for empty rooms
within us. The more empty rooms we give to Him, the
more He will fill us. If there is empty room, it means
there is more filling by the Holy Spirit to come.
Therefore, we need not seek for the filling; all we have to
do is to empty ourselves. The Holy Spirit alone is
responsible for the filling; our responsibility is to empty
ourselves. If we can empty ourselves, we will have the
filling. We may not be conscious of the filling, but the
fact of the filling will certainly be with us.
God wants to fill the hungry with good things. If God
has already created a seeking heart within us and if He is
digging and emptying us, we ought to believe that He
will certainly fill us. God will only send away empty
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those who think they are rich. (CWWN, vol. 37, pp. 132133, 138-140)
Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob” Chapter 9 – Sections: Camping at Bethel
(paragraphs 1-3)
Wednesday 11/4
Related Verses
Eph. 2:1, 4
1 And you, though dead in your offenses and sins,
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us,
Heb. 4:16
16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the
throne of grace that we may receive mercy and find grace
for timely help.
Lam. 3:22-23
22 It is Jehovah's lovingkindness that we are not
consumed, For His compassions do not fail;
23 They are new every morning; Great is Your
faithfulness.
Luke 15:20-24
20 And he rose up and came to his own father. But while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was
moved with compassion, and he ran and fell on his neck
and kissed him affectionately.
21 And the son said to him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.
22 But the father said to his slaves, Bring out quickly the
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet.
23 And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us eat
and be merry,
24 Because this son of mine was dead and lives again; he
was lost and has been found. And they began to be merry.
Suggested Reading
Mercy goes further than grace. God’s love does not
reach as far as His grace, and His grace does not reach as
far as His mercy. If I am in a good condition and my
standing matches yours, and you give me a gift, that is
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grace….If I come to you as your dear friend, and you
give me a gift, that is grace. However, if I am a poor,
unclean beggar, unable to do anything for myself, and
you give me a gift, that is mercy. This illustrates the fact
that God’s mercy is more far reaching than His
grace….According to our natural condition, we were far
removed from God, totally unworthy of His grace. We
were eligible only to receive His mercy. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 98)
----It is God’s mercy that has reached us. None of us was
in a condition that corresponded to His grace….God’s
mercy has brought us into His grace. How we need to
realize this and worship God for His mercy! Even now,
after being saved and having shared in the riches of
God’s life, we still, in some ways, are in a condition that
needs God’s mercy to reach us. This is the reason
Hebrews 4:16 says that first we need to obtain mercy, and
then we can find grace for timely help. Oh, how much we
need God’s mercy! We should treasure His mercy as
much as we appreciate His grace. It is always God’s
mercy that qualifies us to participate in His grace.
In Romans 9:16 Paul says that “it is not of the one
who wills, nor of the one who runs, but of God, the One
who shows mercy.” Our concept is that the one who wills
will gain what he wills to obtain and that the one who
runs will gain what he runs after. If this were the case,
then God’s selection would be according to our effort and
labor. But it is not so. On the contrary, God’s selection is
of God who shows mercy. We do not need to will or to
run, for God has mercy on us. If we know God’s mercy,
we shall not put our trust in our effort. Neither shall we
be disappointed by our failures. The hope for our
wretched condition is in God’s mercy.
Romans 11:32 says, “For God has shut up all in
disobedience that He might show mercy to all.” Man’s
disobedience affords God’s mercy an opportunity, and
God’s mercy brings man salvation. How marvelous is
God’s mercy!
God’s mercy and His grace are both the expression of
His love. When we are in a pitiful condition, His mercy
reaches us and brings us into a state where He is able to
favor us with His grace. Luke 15:20-24 says that when
the father saw the prodigal son returning, he had
compassion on him. This is the deeper mercy, an
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expression of the father’s affectionate love. Then the
father clothed his son with the best robe and fed him with
the fatted calf. This is grace, which also manifests the
father’s love. God’s mercy reaches further than His grace,
bridging the gap between us and God’s grace.
Often, because of our pitiful condition, we need to
receive mercy before we can find grace. We come to the
throne of grace (Heb. 4:16) like beggars, in somewhat the
same condition as was the prodigal son when he came to
his father. A beggar, like the prodigal, needs mercy.
When we come to the throne of grace, we may have the
sense that we are pitiful and say, “Father, I am not worthy
of anything.” But the Father may say, “You are unworthy,
but I am merciful. My mercy reaches you and qualifies
you to receive my favor. My mercy brings Me to you that
I may clothe you with the best robe.” God’s mercy is
always available to us. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 98-99)
Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob” Chapter 9 – Sections: Camping at Bethel
(paragraphs 4-8)
Thursday 11/5
Related Verses
Rom. 9:11-18
11 Though the children had not yet been born nor had
done anything good or bad (that the purpose of God
according to selection might remain, not of works but of
Him who calls),
12 It was said to her, "The greater shall serve the less";
13 As it is written, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I
hated."
14 What then shall we say? Is there unrighteousness with
God? Absolutely not!
15 For to Moses He says, "I will have mercy on
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion
on whomever I will have compassion."
16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who
runs, but of God who shows mercy.
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very thing
I have raised you up, that I might show in you My power,
and that My name might be proclaimed in all the earth."
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18 So then He has mercy on whom He wills, and He
hardens whom He wills.
Matt. 9:13
13 But go and learn what this means, "I desire mercy and
not sacrifice," for I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.
Titus 3:5
5 Not out of works in righteousness which we did but
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing
of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,
Suggested Reading
[In Ephesians 2:4] we see that God is rich in mercy
because of His great love toward us. The object of love
should be in a lovable condition, but the object of mercy
is always in a pitiful situation. God’s mercy reaches us
for His love. God loves us because we are the object of
His selection. But we became pitiful by our fall, even
dead in our offenses and sins. Therefore, we need God’s
mercy to reach us. Because of His great love, God is rich
in mercy to save us from our wretched position to a
condition that is suitable for His love. This most farreaching attribute of God should cause our heart to react
to His love. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
100)
----When Paul wrote chapter nine of Romans, his thought
was fully occupied with God’s mercy [cf. v. 16]….It is
altogether a matter of God’s mercy that we are believers
and that we are in the church life. Because all is of God’s
mercy, we have nothing to boast of in ourselves….As
vessels of mercy unto honor and glory, we were chosen
by God according to His sovereign mercy (Rom. 9:11-16).
The expression “sovereign mercy” means that God’s
mercy is absolutely according to His sovereignty. Being a
vessel of mercy is not the result of our choice; it
originates with God’s sovereignty. It is of God’s
sovereignty that He created us vessels of mercy to
contain Himself. His sovereignty is the basis of His
selection.
If we would serve God in His New Testament
economy, we need to know that it is wholly a matter of
God’s sovereign mercy. Through many years of
experience I have become strongly and deeply convinced
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that everything that happens to us is of God’s mercy. All
is a matter of God’s mercy. The more we see this, the
more we shall spontaneously bear our responsibility
before the Lord. However, even the bearing of
responsibility is of God’s mercy. Why is it that some
believers are willing to bear their responsibility and that
others are not? The answer lies in God’s mercy. In
Romans 9:15 Paul quotes the Lord’s words, “I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy.” Because of God’s
mercy we responded to the gospel when others did not
respond, we received a word about Christ as life when
others refused to receive it, and we took the way of the
Lord’s recovery when others drew back from taking this
way.
Regarding His recovery, God has mercy on whom He
will have mercy. We are not in the Lord’s recovery
because we are more intelligent than others or because
we seek the Lord more than others do. Our being here is
altogether due to the mercy of God. If you consider how
the Lord brought you into the church life in the Lord’s
recovery, you will worship Him for His mercy.
Concerning the gospel, the ministry of life, and the
church life, God has had mercy on us. How we must
praise Him for His sovereign mercy, and worship Him for
His mercy!
Our going on with the Lord is a matter not of our
willing or running but of God’s mercy. Our willing is of
no avail, and our running is vain. God’s mercy, however,
works in a wonderful way. We are changeable, constantly
fluctuating. Therefore, we should not trust in ourselves
but in God’s mercy. We praise the Lord that we are
vessels of mercy unto honor and glory. We now contain
Him as mercy, and we shall contain Him as honor and
glory.
Regarding His recovery, God has mercy on whom He
will have mercy. We are not in the Lord’s recovery
because we are more intelligent than others or because
we seek the Lord more than others do. Our being here is
altogether due to the mercy of God. If you consider how
the Lord brought you into the church life in the Lord’s
recovery, you will worship Him for His mercy.
Concerning the gospel, the ministry of life, and the
church life, God has had mercy on us. How we must
praise Him for His sovereign mercy, and worship Him for
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His mercy! (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1184-1185, 100)
Our going on with the Lord is a matter not of our
willing or running, but of God’s mercy….We are
changeable, constantly fluctuating. It seems that, as far as
we are concerned, our spiritual condition is like weather
that is unstable. Hence, we need to see that the selection
of grace does not depend on us, but depends on God’s
selection of us before the world began. What we are
experiencing today is related to God’s selection in
eternity past. If we see this, we shall turn our eyes away
from ourselves and from our circumstances and gaze
steadfastly upon Him. (Life-study of Romans, p. 614)
Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob” Chapter 9 – Sections: Jacob's Nature And
The Discipline He Received (paragraphs 1-3)

Friday 11/6
Related Verses
Rom. 9:16, 23
16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who
runs, but of God who shows mercy.
23 In order that He might make known the riches of His
glory upon vessels of mercy, which He had before
prepared unto glory,
Luke 1:78
78 Because of the merciful compassions of our God, in
which the rising sun will visit us from on high,
Rom. 9:20
20 But rather, O man, who are you who answer back to
God? Shall the thing molded say to him who molded it,
Why did you make me thus?
2 Tim. 2:20-21
20 But in a great house there are not only gold and silver
vessels but also wooden and earthen; and some are unto
honor, and some unto dishonor.
21 If therefore anyone cleanses himself from these, he
will be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, useful to the
master, prepared unto every good work.
2 Cor. 4:6-7
6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall
shine, is the One who shined in our hearts to illuminate
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the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the
excellency of the power may be of God and not out of us.
1 Tim. 1:13-14
13 Who formerly was a blasphemer and a persecutor and
an insulting person; but I was shown mercy because,
being ignorant, I acted in unbelief.
14 And the grace of our Lord superabounded with faith
and love in Christ Jesus.
Suggested Reading
If we look back upon our past, we shall worship the
Lord. We shall realize that our steps have been not of
ourselves, but of Him. Before we were born, He selected
us and predestinated us and arranged everything related
to us, including the time and place of our birth. Moreover,
He appointed all our days and all the places where we are
to be….Everything that happens to us is a matter of
divine mercy.
We should have no trust in ourselves, and we should
not think we are here because of anything that we are or
that we have done. Our being in the Lord’s recovery
today is not of our willing nor of our running, but of God,
the One who shows mercy. What a mercy that we are
saved and that we are willing to take the Lord’s way!...It
is a mercy that we are willing to be separated from
today’s evil age. The world is both attractive and
attracting. Nevertheless, I can testify that I simply have
no appetite for the things of the world….[A divine]
insulation…keeps me from the world system. This is
another aspect of God’s mercy. (Life-study of Romans,
pp. 610-611, 613)
----We must know God’s mercy in the selection of
grace….I look to the Lord that He will deeply impress us
with the matter of His mercy in selecting us. Do not put
your trust in what you are able to do or in what you plan
to do. Rather, bow down before the Lord and worship
Him for His mercy. The more you worship the Lord for
His mercy, the more you will be uplifted. Instead of
striving to bear responsibility, you will find that, in His
mercy, the Lord is bearing you. We all need to know the
Lord in this way. What a mercy that He has selected us,
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predestinated us, called us, and placed us in His recovery!
For our future we trust not in ourselves, but in Him and in
His marvelous mercy. Everything regarding us has been
initiated by the Lord. All is of Him; nothing is of us. I can
testify that the more we worship God for His mercy, the
more we are deeply in His heart and the more we are one
with Him.
[If you] worship God for His selection,….He will
bear you in the bearing of responsibility. The more we try
in ourselves to be responsible, the more we shall suffer
inwardly. Our inward taste will be that of bitterness. But
if we worship the Lord for His mercy and experience
Him bearing us in bearing the responsibility, our inward
taste will be as sweet as honey. One reason I am happy
day by day is that I have learned to trust in the Lord’s
mercy and to worship Him for it. Years ago I used to ask
the Lord to do so many things for me. But now I pray by
thanking Him for His mercy. He said that He will have
mercy on whom He will have mercy and compassion on
whom He will have compassion. If we enjoy the Lord’s
mercy and worship Him for His selection, we shall be in
the heavenlies. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 613-614)
As vessels, we are not instruments or weapons—we
are containers. According to Romans 9, we contain mercy,
honor, and glory. This mercy, honor, and glory are
actually the Triune God. In the initial stage of our
experience the Triune God is our mercy, in the
progressing stage He is our honor, and in the completing
stage He is our glory. At present we are enjoying our God
as mercy and somewhat as honor. When the Lord Jesus
comes back, we shall be fully brought into honor and also
into glory. Then we shall be filled with the Triune God
not only as our mercy but also as our honor and glory.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1183)
Corporate Reading of “The God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob” Chapter 9 – Sections: The Discipline Jacob
Experienced in Haran (paragraphs 4-7)
Saturday 11/7
Related Verses
2 Cor. 3:16-18
16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away.
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17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.
18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and
reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as from the Lord Spirit.
Rom. 3:23
23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Rom. 8:21, 23, 29-30
21 In hope that the creation itself will also be freed from
the slavery of corruption into the freedom of the glory of
the children of God.
23 And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan in
ourselves, eagerly awaiting sonship, the redemption of
our body.
29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also
predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;
30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also
called; and those whom He called, these He also justified;
and those whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Phil. 3:21
21 Who will transfigure the body of our humiliation to be
conformed to the body of His glory, according to His
operation by which He is able even to subject all things to
Himself.
Suggested Reading
The believers are vessels unto honor with Christ as
their treasure through regeneration. Romans 9:21 speaks
of vessels of honor….[Second Corinthians 4:7 says], “We
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence
of the power may be of God and not of us.” This treasure
is the Christ who dwells within us. We are containers of
honor because Christ Himself is honor….Although we
have this treasure in earthen vessels, this treasure has not
yet been manifested. When the Lord Jesus comes
back,…others will be able to see that we, as vessels unto
honor, are containers of such a treasure. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 1187-1188)
----The key to 2 Corinthians 4:7 is the verse preceding it:
“To illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the
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face of Jesus Christ” (v. 6). In Greek, the word for “face”
is the same word used for “person” in 2 Corinthians 2:10,
which means the index around the eyes. This means that
if we do not have the index of Jesus’ face, He can never
be a treasure to us. We will never sense that we have a
treasure within until we see the face of Jesus. When we
are enjoying His presence, we sense that He is such a
precious treasure within us.
This can never be just a kind of saying. We all can
say that we are the earthen vessel, and Jesus is the
treasure within. But we can say this without any sense of
the reality within us. It is only when we are living in His
presence, looking at the index of His being, that we will
sense that He is such a treasure to us. In the whole
universe there is nothing so precious as to behold the face
of Jesus. This is something of personal experience and
enjoyment. The more we live in His presence, the more
sense we will have of the preciousness of Jesus. This is
just the enjoyment of His indwelling. This very Jesus
indwells us. This is a living reality, not merely a saying.
If we would all learn to forsake our old person, taking
Him as our person by looking at the index of His face
while enjoying His presence, we would have a sweet
sense of the preciousness of the indwelling Jesus. This
would make us so shining, a shining which is the
reflecting of His glory. I can assure you that if you ever
have this kind of experience, others will see how shining
you are. It is not that you are merely happy, but you are
shining. Something from within shines out, and that is the
reflection of Jesus. This was Paul’s experience of the
indwelling Christ. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, “The
Indwelling Christ in the Canon of the New Testament,”
pp. 597-598)
As vessels of mercy unto honor and glory, we have
been prepared by God unto glory through glorification—
the last step of God’s full salvation. Romans 9:23 tells us
that the vessels of mercy have been prepared unto glory,
and Romans 8:30 indicates that glorification is the last
step of God’s salvation. We are predestinated, called,
justified, and, eventually, we shall be glorified.
Glorification includes the redemption (transfiguration) of
our body (Phil. 3:21) and full conformity to the Lord. In
this final step of His salvation God will redeem our fallen
and corrupted body (Rom. 8:23) by transfiguring it into
the body of Christ’s glory. He will also conform us to the
5
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glorious image of Christ, His firstborn Son (Rom. 8:29),
making us wholly and absolutely like Him in our
regenerated spirit, transformed soul, and transfigured
body. Thus, our body will be freed from the slavery of
corruption of the old creation into the glory of God’s new
creation (8:21). (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 1189-1190)

5

Father, we enjoy Thy mercy,
Ever fresh and ever new;
Every morning shed upon us,
It refreshes as the dew.
How we taste it! how we taste it!
Giving Thee the praises due.

Hymns, #26
1

God, we praise Thee for Thy mercy,
’Tis so great and so profound!
In our weakness and our failures;
With its greatness it abounds.

6

We can never cease to praise Thee,
As Thy mercy e’er endures;
All Thy grace and all Thy favor,
Ever for us it secures.
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Eph. 2:8-10
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
this not of yourselves; it is the gift of God;
9 Not of works that no one should boast.
10 For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand in order
that we would walk in them.
Further Reading
CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God”, ch. 5
Life-Study Exodus msgs. 21-22
Life-Study of Romans, msgs. 22, 24

Trusting in it, trusting in it,
Thy sure mercy us assures.

We adore Thee! we adore Thee!
With such mercy we’ve been crowned!
2

How we marvel at this mercy
So far-reaching and so vast!
It has reached us, e’en the sinners,
And will ever hold us fast.
From this mercy, from this mercy,
What can cause us to be cast?

3

For Thy mercy we are grateful,
’Tis so rich, so plenteous!
Thru Thy mercy in redemption,
Thou hast richly favored us.
If without this, if without this,
How could we be favored thus?

4

Oh, Thy mercy, so inspiring!
Gentle, tender, dear and sweet!
With Thy patience and Thy kindness,
Us in all our need it meets.
It we treasure, it we treasure,

Lord’s Day 11/8
Related Verses
Rom. 9:15-16, 19-23
15 For to Moses He says, "I will have mercy on
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion
on whomever I will have compassion."
16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who
runs, but of God who shows mercy.
19 You will say to me then, Why does He still find fault?
For who withstands His will?
20 But rather, O man, who are you who answer back to
God? Shall the thing molded say to him who molded it,
Why did you make me thus?
21 Or does not the potter have authority over the clay to
make out of the same lump one vessel unto honor and
another unto dishonor?
22 And what if God, wishing to demonstrate His wrath
and make His power known, endured with much longsuffering vessels of wrath fitted for destruction,
23 In order that He might make known the riches of His
glory upon vessels of mercy, which He had before
prepared unto glory,

Nothing can with it compete.
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