Morning Watch                       Being a Vessel unto Honor, a Fully Equipped Man of God, by Being Empowered in the Grace Which Is in Christ Jesus
                                                                                to Fully Accomplish Our Ministry in the Unique Ministry of God’s Economy–Week 7                         November 18- November 24, 2024
The Lord Being with Our Spirit to Be Our Empowering Grace, Enabling Us to Minister the Healthy Teaching of God’s Eternal Economy, 
Speaking with Healthy Words of the Grace of Life for the Organic Building Up of the Church as the Body of Christ

Monday 11/18
Related Verses
2 Tim. 1:6
6 For which cause I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.

2 Tim. 2:2
2 And the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses, these commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also.

2 Tim. 4:22
22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

1 Tim. 1:3-4, 10
3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things
4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
10 For fornicators, homosexuals, kidnappers, liars, perjurers, and whatever other thing that is opposed to the healthy teaching,

1 Tim. 6:3
3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness,

2 Cor. 12:9
9 And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that the power of Christ might tabernacle over me.

Eph. 4:16
16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

Rev. 22:21
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Related Reading

[Second Timothy 4:22 says], “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” You have to join, or combine, this point with fanning the teaching spirit into flame (1:6) and being empowered in the grace (2:1). This verse combines those two verses. In these verses the main items are our spirit and grace. 

Second Timothy, which gives instruction on how to confront the degradation of the church, strongly stresses our spirit. In the beginning it emphasizes that a strong, loving, and sound spirit has been given to us by which we can fan the gift of God into flame and suffer evil with the gospel according to the power of God and the Lord’s life-imparting grace (1:6-10). In the conclusion it blesses us with the emphasis of the Lord being with our spirit so that we may enjoy Him as grace to stand against the downward current of the church’s decline and to carry out God’s economy through His indwelling Spirit (v. 14) and equipping Word (3:16-17). (CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” p. 551)

---

In the grievous days during the worsening degradation of the church, what is needed is the eternal grace of God, which was given to us in eternity (2 Tim. 1:9) and is appropriated by us in this age. This grace, which is in the indestructible life, is nothing less than Christ the Son of God, who is the very embodiment of the divine life, dwelling and living in our spirit. We need to exercise this spirit to enjoy the riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8) as the sufficient grace (2 Cor. 12:9). Thus we may live Him as our godliness (1 Tim. 4:7-8) for the building up of the church as a testimony of Christ, bearing all the divine realities according to God’s economy. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” pp. 551-552) 

If we do not experience the Lord’s being with our spirit [2 Tim. 4:22] and therefore lose the presence of grace, that is the degradation of the church...Our highest enjoyment and experience are that our Lord is with our spirit. The Lord, who is the Creator of heaven and earth, the sovereign Lord of all, is with our spirit...The Lord’s being with us is not in our mind or our thoughts; He as the Spirit is with our spirit. Over thirty years ago I came to the United States with a specific burden, that is, to speak concerning the two spirits, the divine Spirit and our human spirit. In those days many American saints said that they never knew that man has a spirit...Now it is more common for Christians to refer to the human spirit. Recently, the Lord also has shown us that the secret of experiencing God’s organic salvation lies in “the Spirit...with our spirit” (Rom. 8:16). Today Christ is the Spirit, and if we want to experience and enjoy Him, we must be in our spirit. I can testify that, according to my age, without the Spirit’s being with my spirit, I could not bear the burden of the Lord’s recovery and the churches. Some have advised me to not have so many activities, but I thank and praise the Lord that it is the Lord as the Spirit with me who enables me to have such activities. As soon as I rise from my bed, I say, “O Lord, I rise with You.” The moment I touch the floor, I say, “O Lord, not only do I walk by You, but I walk with You. You are holding me while I am walking.”...Thank the Lord, today the Lord is the Spirit, and we can enjoy Him in the spirit. This is an exceedingly great blessing. To enjoy the Lord’s Spirit being in our spirit is to have grace with us. When this is lost, the degradation of the church is present. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations,” pp. 252-253)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations,” ch. 3

Tuesday  11/19
Related Verses

1 Cor. 15:45
45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

1 Cor. 6:17
17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Rom. 8:4
4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Rom. 1:9
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers,

John 3:6
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 4:24
24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

Titus 3:5
5 Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,

Eph. 4:23
23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind

2 Cor. 3:17-18
17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Related Reading

We must see that the Lord Jesus as life comes into us, but into what part of us? Second Timothy 4:22 says, “The Lord be with your spirit.” Nothing could be more clear or more definite. The Lord Jesus today is in our spirit. Hallelujah! Christ today is in our spirit. Never forget that Christ is the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) in our spirit. 

First Corinthians 6:17 says, “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” Because Christ today is the life-giving Spirit, and we have an inner part, the human spirit, these two spirits come together and mingle and become one spirit. He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Now we have a mingled spirit. It is rather hard to say whether this is the Holy Spirit or the human spirit because the two spirits are mingled as one. 

Romans 8:4 tells us to walk according to the spirit. What spirit is this? We should walk not only according to the Holy Spirit and not only according to the human spirit, but according to the mingled spirit. Now the Holy Spirit and the human spirit are mingled as one. Here on this earth, in this universe, there is a spot where Christ as the life-giving Spirit is one with us. Now we just walk according to this wonderful, mingled spirit. Christ is the life-giving Spirit within our spirit. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “Our Human Spirit,” pp. 225-226)

---

Philippians 1:27 says to “stand firm in one spirit, with one soul striving together along with the faith of the gospel.” To be in one spirit is one thing. To be with one soul is another thing. First, we need to be in one spirit. Then we all need to be with one soul. To stand together for the church life we need to be in one spirit, but if some brothers went to preach the gospel together without being one soul, they would have a lot of trouble. So many young brothers on the campus are really one in the spirit, standing firm for the church life. But when they go to preach the gospel, sometimes they have a different soul. We need to be not only in one spirit but also with one soul. “In one spirit” is for the standing, and “with one soul” is for the acting, the working, the striving together. 

Praise the Lord for 1 Corinthians 6:17: “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” The Lord is within our spirit, so we are one spirit with the Lord. “The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit” (15:45). “The Lord is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:17). “The Lord be with your spirit” (2 Tim. 4:22). “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit” (1 Cor. 6:17). I like these four verses, and I could never forget them. The Lord is the life-giving Spirit, and we have such a wonderful spirit. Today we are just one spirit with the Lord because these two spirits are mingled together as one spirit. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “Our Human Spirit,” pp. 255-256) 

The title of chapter 1 is “The Secret of Regeneration.” In these messages we are using the word secret as a noun meaning “skillfulness in doing things or in making things.” Paul used this word in Philippians 4:12: “I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to lack.” Paul had learned the secret, the skillfulness, of facing every kind of situation. The secret of [the] eight sections of God’s organic salvation is the Spirit with our spirit. These two spirits working together is the skillfulness, the secret, of all spiritual things, especially of all the aspects of God’s organic salvation. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The Secret of God’s Organic Salvation—‘the Spirit Himself with Our Spirit,’” pp. 225-226)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The Secret of God’s Organic Salvation—‘the Spirit Himself with Our Spirit,’” ch. 1; CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “Our Human Spirit,” chs. 1, 6

Wednesday  11/20
Related Verses
Luke 1:28, 30
28 And he came to her and said, Rejoice, you who have been graced! The Lord is with you.
30 And the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found grace with God.

2 Cor. 13:14
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

1 Pet. 5:10
10 But the God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen, and ground you.

Heb. 12:28
28 Therefore receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us have grace, through which we may serve God well-pleasingly with piety and fear;

John 1:16-17
16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and reality came through Jesus Christ.

Gal. 1:15-16
15 But when it pleased God, who set me apart from my mother's womb and called me through His grace,
16 To reveal His Son in me that I might announce Him as the gospel among the Gentiles, immediately I did not confer with flesh and blood,

Gal. 2:20
20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Related Reading

The truth concerning grace is very important...Luke refers to grace at the time of the Lord’s conceiving in Mary [1:28, 30]...Most translations use the word favor instead of grace, but the word in the Greek text is grace. 

Mary’s conceiving of the Lord Jesus was great because that was God’s incarnation within her. This was not just Mary’s finding favor or being favored by God. This was a matter of grace. Whatever is mentioned as the first case in the Bible becomes the principle, and the first case in the New Testament of grace is the case of God’s incarnation. At one time God was in an unapproachable place (1 Tim. 6:16). In the Old Testament He came out to visit people, but never in His visitation did He stay with the one who was visited by Him. He came to Abraham and feasted with him, but then He left. He came to Gideon and left. He came to a number of persons in the Old Testament, but His coming was merely a temporary visit. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 446)

---

[In the New Testament God’s] incarnation was different...His incarnation was not just His coming to visit Mary. Instead, He came to stay in Mary, to stay in her physical womb. Matthew 1:20 says that what was begotten in Mary was of the Holy Spirit. God came to visit Mary, and He entered into her and stayed in her to be the very essence of her conceiving of a wonderful person, who would be both God and man, a God-man. The incarnation was a great thing. God came to visit people, to enter into people, and to stay in people. This is grace. Mary was graced by God and found grace with God. 

Grace is God’s visitation to stay in man, to be born in man, and to be one with man. We should not forget that Mary’s being graced by God in the conception of the Man-Savior is the first mention of the word grace in the New Testament, so this establishes a principle. Second Timothy 4:22 says, “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” The Lord came to stay in us, to be born in us, to be one with us, and even to become us. This is grace. We must keep this definition of grace in mind. Then with this definition we can interpret every verse where grace is mentioned in the New Testament. 

Luke 2 says that the young boy Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature and in the grace manifested in Him before God and men (v. 52). Jesus, as a young boy, advanced in the grace...Grace is God’s visitation to stay in man, to be born in man, and to be one with man. No doubt, Jesus was a boy who behaved perfectly, but that was not all. He also advanced in the grace that was manifested in Him before God and men. This means that God was growing in Him. 

The grace that Mary found and with which God graced her was the initiation of God’s grace in the New Testament (1:28, 30). We must study this point by fellowshipping deeply. 

The Lord Jesus grew in grace (2:40). That means that He grew in God as grace. As the Savior of man, in His ministry, He ministered God as grace to people, so He Himself as a young man grew in grace, in God. We may wonder what growing in God means. We need to see that God Himself is a constitution. He is constituted with many attributes. God is love, light, holiness, righteousness, etc. He is myriads of wonderful items. Every item of what God is, is an attribute of God. Our God is constituted in Himself with many attributes. When we grow in God, we grow in God’s attributes. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 446-448)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 20-24

Thursday  11/21
Related Verses

John 1:14
14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

1 Tim. 1:14
14 And the grace of our Lord superabounded with faith and love in Christ Jesus.

Gal. 6:18
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

Phil. 4:23
23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Philem. 25
25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
Rom. 5:17, 21
17 For if by the offense of the one death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
21 In order that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Cor. 15:10
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored more abundantly than all of them, yet not I but the grace of God which is with me.

Related Reading

If there were no grace of God, none of us could have faith and love in Christ. It is a wonder that we can believe in Jesus and love Him whom we have never seen. If we were threatened and persecuted unto martyrdom, we still could not deny that we believe in Jesus and love Him. This is a result of superabounding grace. It is not a small thing for a sinner to believe in Christ and to continue in loving Him. Many clever and wise people have been convinced, subdued, and eventually caught by the Lord’s superabounding grace. One day when John Nelson Darby was over eighty years old, he stayed overnight in a hotel. Before going to sleep, he said, “Lord Jesus, I still love You.” This story nearly brought me to tears...To love Jesus is a wonder. To love Jesus is a miracle of the superabounding grace. 

The Lord’s grace superabounded with faith and love in Christ to the apostle Paul for his dynamic and excellent salvation that he might be one of the greatest apostles (1 Tim. 1:14). According to Paul’s history in the New Testament, he was Saul of Tarsus, a strong and very knowledgeable person opposing Jesus. One day he changed from opposing to believing and loving. This was because the grace of the Lord superabounded to him to make him an apostle...An apostle is produced by the superabounding grace of the Lord. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 436)

---

Grace is abundant in two aspects: in faith and in love in Christ Jesus [1 Tim. 1:14]. Originally, Paul as Saul of Tarsus had nothing to do with Jesus Christ. He was even full of hatred toward the Lord. But one day he received mercy and grace from the Lord not only to believe in Jesus but also to love Him...This is the greatest mercy, and this is real grace. It is not enough just to believe in the Lord Jesus. We also must love Him. I am sure that we have all thanked God for His mercy and grace which have caused us to believe in the Lord Jesus. But have we ever prayed, “O Father, how I thank You that by Your grace I love the Lord Jesus”? Not only do we need faith but also love. 

The entire Gospel of John shows us these two things. In the first part of the Gospel, we read that the Lord Jesus, who was God Himself, was the Word in the beginning. Then one day He became incarnated as a man to tabernacle among us, full of grace and reality...One of the most important verbs in the Gospel of John is believe. The Word became flesh, and we must believe in Him. To believe simply means to receive. John 1:12 says, “As many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become children of God, to those who believe into His name.” We believe by receiving, and we receive by believing. We believe what God has given, and by believing we receive what He gives. But this is not all. In the Gospel of John, after speaking of believing, the Lord Jesus appealed for our love. He told us, “He who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him...If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him” (14:21, 23). In these verses the Lord Jesus did not say, “He who believes in Me.” To believe in the Lord is one thing, but to love Him is another. To believe is to receive, but to love is to enjoy what you have received. So in the last chapter of John’s Gospel, the Lord asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” By this, the Lord was showing Peter that, as one who had received Him, he must learn to enjoy Him by loving Him. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” pp. 231-232)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” ch. 2; CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 6

Friday  11/22
Related Verses
2 Tim. 1:13-14
13 Hold a pattern of the healthy words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
14 Guard the good deposit through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

Psa. 45:1-2
1 My heart overflows with a good matter; I speak what I have composed concerning the King. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
2 You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured upon Your lips; Therefore God has blessed You forever.

1 Tim. 4:6
6 If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which you have closely followed.

1 Tim. 6:20
20 O Timothy, guard the deposit, turning away from profane, vain babblings and oppositions from what is falsely called knowledge,

Col. 3:16
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.

Psa. 119:72
72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of pieces of gold and silver.

Acts 5:20
20 Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.

1 Pet. 3:7
7 Husbands, in like manner dwell together with them according to knowledge, as with the weaker, female vessel, assigning honor to them as also to fellow heirs of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

Related Reading

[The good deposit in 2 Timothy 1:14] is the deposit the Lord entrusted to us, in contrast to the deposit we entrusted to Him, mentioned in verse 12. According to verse 13, the deposit in verse 14 must refer to the deposit of healthy words, including the riches of life in His word, which the Lord has stored in us. (2 Tim. 1:14, footnote 1) 

The Holy Spirit dwells in our spirit (Rom. 8:16). Hence, for us to guard the good deposit through the Holy Spirit requires that we exercise our spirit. (2 Tim. 1:14, footnote 2) 

Today’s world situation is altogether concerning how to become rich, yet we should live in another way. This other way is to all the time be nourished with the healthy words. Then we will hold the healthy words in our living as a pattern...Paul lived such a pattern in front of Timothy. Therefore, Paul charged him to keep this pattern. All the saints should hold a pattern of the healthy words. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” p. 548)

---

First Timothy 6:20 and 21 speak of the grace with Timothy that enabled him to guard the deposit. Timothy had received the deposit of God’s grace, mainly through Paul and his teaching...Now Timothy needed to guard it by the grace. 

The Gnostics thought they were men of wisdom. They tried to convince people by opposition, that is, by contrasting and comparing two things. At Paul’s time the Gnostic teachings in the way of oppositions were prevailing. They called that their knowledge, but Paul said that it was falsely called knowledge. This took away some believers. This is why Paul charged Timothy to turn away from this knowledge of the Gnostics’ oppositions, not misaiming concerning the faith. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 436-437) 

Second Timothy 2:1 and 2 say, “You therefore, my child, be empowered in the grace which is in Christ Jesus; and the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses, these commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also.” Today we need to be empowered in grace, which is the processed Triune God given to us, or dispensed into us, for our enjoyment to commit the healthy words we have experienced to faithful men, who will be competent to teach the same healthy words to others also. We are to be empowered in this grace, not to do miracles but to commit the healthy words that we have enjoyed to faithful men to produce many competent teachers, whose speaking will inoculate the church against the decline. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” pp. 548-549) 

Man needs God. Jesus is a man fully equipped, saturated, and constituted with God. He is the practical God, God Himself. When He comes to you, God comes. When He opens up His mouth, grace comes out of His mouth. This means that God comes out. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 449) 

Psalm 45:2b says, “Grace is poured upon Your lips.” This indicates that grace continually proceeds out of His mouth. Concerning this, Luke 4:22 tells us that the people marveled at the words of grace proceeding out of the mouth of the Lord Jesus. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 252)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” ch. 9

Saturday  11/23
Related Verses
Eph. 4:29
29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is good for building up, according to the need, that it may give grace to those who hear.

2 Cor. 1:12
12 For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you.

1 Pet. 4:10-11
10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves as good stewards of the varied grace of God.
11 If anyone speaks, as speaking oracles of God; if anyone ministers, as ministering out of the strength which God supplies; that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might forever and ever. Amen.

Matt. 12:34-35
34 Offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
35 The good man, out of his good treasure, brings forth good things, and the evil man, out of his evil treasure, brings forth evil things.
Acts 20:24, 27-28, 32
24 But I consider my life of no account as if precious to myself, in order that I may finish my course and the ministry which I have received from the Lord Jesus to solemnly testify of the gospel of the grace of God.
27 For I did not shrink from declaring to you all the counsel of God.
28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained through His own blood.
32 And now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who have been sanctified.

Related Reading

In our experience of the grace in God’s economy, we carry out the stewardship of the grace of God entrusted by Him—dispensing the riches of Christ as the grace of God to His chosen people for the producing and building up of the church. 

Not only the apostles as stewards dispensed grace into people, but we also, in our living, should speak words for building up and thus give grace to people [cf. Eph. 4:29]...In verse 28 Paul says that we should labor, working with our own hands in that which is respectable, that we may have something to share with him who has need. As Christians, we should have something in our living, both materially and spiritually, to minister to others. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His Economy,” p. 314)

---

In 2 Corinthians 1:12 Paul speaks of the singleness and sincerity of God. The sincerity of God is a divine virtue, a virtue of what God is. To conduct ourselves in such a virtue means to experience God Himself. Hence, to conduct ourselves in such a virtue is to be in the grace of God. 

God is wise and almighty. But in a sense He is also single; He is very simple. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was wise; yet He was also simple and single. I very much enjoy having contact with the Lord Jesus because of His singleness and simplicity. However, when you talk to certain brothers, you find that they are extremely complicated. But our God is simple. Whenever we talk to Him, we find that He is not full of complications. When He says yes, He means yes, and when He says no, He means no. Likewise, when He says white or black, He means white or black, not gray. No matter how God may feel about us at a particular time, He is always single. He may be unhappy with us or He may be happy, but He Himself is simple. 

Only a person so single is a generous person...Our God is bountiful toward us because He is single. Imagine what would happen to us if God were not single and if He thought about us in a complicated way. Probably He would not care for us. Would you like God to consider your situation and examine you in detail? Would you like Him to look at you from head to toe and consider what you are inwardly and outwardly? None of us would be favored by God if He examined us in this way. But because of God’s singleness and generosity, we have received blessing from Him. 

Paul was like the simple God, but the Corinthians were extremely complicated...Paul’s conscience testified that toward the Corinthians he and his co-workers conducted themselves in the singleness of God. Therefore, they could be generous toward the Corinthians and be willing to give them anything. Toward those believers Paul and his co-workers were generous and full of bounty. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, 2nd ed., pp. 12-13) 

Grace is not only the end of the book of Revelation but also the end of the entire Bible. Revelation 22:21 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.” The saints include all of us who have believed into Christ...The grace of the Lord must be with each one of us in every aspect of our daily life because we are saints. This grace consummates in the New Jerusalem as the consummation of God’s good pleasure in joining and mingling Himself with man for His glorious enlargement and eternal expression. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 462)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His Economy,” chs. 2-4; Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 2; Life-study of Genesis, msg. 109

Lord’s Day  11/24
Related Verses

1 Cor. 13:1-2
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.
2 And if I have the gift of prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

1 Cor. 14:1-6, 12, 31
1 Pursue love, and desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one hears, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.
3 But he who prophesies speaks building up and encouragement and consolation to men.
4 He who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but he who prophesies builds up the church.
5 I desire that you all speak in tongues, but especially that you would prophesy; and greater is he who prophesies than he who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, that the church may receive building up.
6 But now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you, unless I speak to you either in revelation or in knowledge or in prophecy or in teaching?
12 So also you, since you are zealous of spirits, seek that you may excel for the building up of the church.
31 For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

Further Reading:

Further Reading: How to be a Co-worker and Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, ch. 3

Hymn: #497
1 Grace in its highest definition is
God in the Son to be enjoyed by us;
It is not only something done or giv’n,
But God Himself, our portion glorious.

2 God is incarnate in the flesh that we
Him may receive, experience ourself;
This is the grace which we receive of God,
Which comes thru Christ and which is Christ Himself.

3 Paul the Apostle counted all as dung,
’Twas only God in Christ he counted grace;
’Tis by this grace—the Lord experienced—
That he surpassed the others in the race.

4 It is this grace—Christ as our inward strength—
Which with His all-sufficiency doth fill;
It is this grace which in our spirit is,
There energizing, working out God’s will.

5 This grace, which is the living Christ Himself,
Is what we need and must experience;
Lord, may we know this grace and by it live,
Thyself increasingly as grace to sense.


Churchwide Truth Pursuit of Hebrews
Level 1—Hebrews Sequential Reading

Scripture Reading and Copying: Heb. 13:20-25

Assigned Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg(s). 69

Level 2—Hebrews Topical Study

Crucial Point: The Shaking of Earth and Heaven but Receiving an Unshakeable Kingdom

Scripture: Heb. 12:25-29

Assigned Reading: LS of Hebrews, msg(s). 54

Supplemental Reading: The Kingdom, chs. 45, 47

Questions:

1. How might we "refuse Him who speaks," as it says in Heb. 12:25?

2. Contrast the shaking of the earth and heaven with the unshakeable kingdom.

3. In Heb. 12:28, what does "let us have grace" mean?

4. What is your understanding and experience of our God as a consuming fire?

[Type text]
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