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Monday 9/23 

Related Verses 

John 7:18 
18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but 
He who seeks the glory of Him who sent Him, this One 
is true, and unrighteousness is not in Him. 

1 Cor. 10:31 
31 Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God. 

Rev. 22:1 
1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb in the middle of its street. 

Rev. 1:15 
15 And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been 
fired in a furnace; and His voice was like the sound of 
many waters. 

Gen. 2:10 
10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, 
and from there it divided and became four branches. 

Col. 1:18 
18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the 
beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself 
might have the first place in all things; 

Ezek. 40:3 
3 And He brought me there, and there was a man, whose 
appearance was like the appearance of bronze with a line 
of flax and a measuring reed in His hand, standing in the 
gate. 

1 John 3:2 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
yet been manifested what we will be. We know that if He 
is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see 
Him even as He is. 

Psa. 81:10 
10 I am Jehovah your God, Who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt; Open your mouth wide, and I will fill 
it. 

Related Reading 

Athanasius, one of the early church fathers, said 
concerning Christ, “He was made man that we might be 
made God,” and “The Word was made flesh...that we, 
partaking of His Spirit, might be deified.” This is the 
principle of God’s move on earth. God’s move is in man 
and through man. God’s move is to deify man, making 
man God in life and in nature but not, of course, in the 
Godhead. (Life-study of Job, p. 129)  

Ezekiel 47:1a says, “Then He brought me back to the 
entrance of the house, and there was water flowing out 
from under the threshold of the house to the east.” In 
order for the water to flow forth, there must be a 
threshold, an opening, through which it can flow. This 
indicates that if we, through Christ, have more contact 
with God and draw closer to Him, there will be an 
opening which will allow the living water of God to flow 
out from the church. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 303-304) 

--- 

The river issues forth from the house and flows 
toward the east (Ezek. 47:1b). The east is the direction of 
the glory of the Lord (Num. 2:3; Ezek. 43:2). The 
flowing toward the east indicates that the river of God 
will always flow in the direction of God’s glory. The 
river cares for God’s glory.  

Everything in the church life should be for God’s 
glory. For example, in our preaching of the gospel, we 
should seek the glory of God. If our gospel preaching is 
for God’s glory, there will be an outflow of living water. 
However, if we do not care for the glory of God, the flow 
will be limited. Everyone in the church should seek and 
care for the glory of God. Then the living water will flow 
out from the church.  

Ezekiel 47:1c also tells us that the water flows out 
from the right, south, side of the house. According to the 
Bible the right side signifies the highest position. The 
flowing of the water from the right side indicates that the 
flow of the Lord should have the preeminence. We need 
to give the Lord the highest position, and we also need to 
give the flow of the Lord the highest position. Then the 
flow will be prevailing and become the controlling factor 
in our living and work.  

The flowing is by the side of the altar (v. 1d). This 
indicates that the flow is always by the cross. If we do 
not have the dealing of the cross, the flow will be 
frustrated. If we would have the flow, we must have the 
dealing of the cross. We need to be willing to pass 
through the cross so that the flow may come forth. (Life-
study of Ezekiel, p. 304)  

The entrance of the temple is toward the east, toward 
the rising of the sun, which means that it is toward the 
glory (Num. 2:3; Ezek. 43:2). The flowing of the water is 
toward the glory. Everything concerning the flowing 
must be for God’s glory.  

The flow of life must have...the first place. This tells 
us that we should never forget, neglect, or miss the flow 
of living water, the flow of life...If we are in the flow, 
everything is all right regardless of the situation that we 
are in. As long as we are in the flow, we are one with the 
Lord. We have to pay our full attention to the flow and 
pay the price to get ourselves into the flow. This flow 
must be on the right side; it must be in the first place; it 
must have the preeminence.  

The flowing is at the south side of the altar. 
Everything must be put on the altar for the flow of the 
living water. We do need a full consecration to enjoy the 
flow of life. We need to consecrate all that we have and 
all that we are to the Lord. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The 
Crucial Revelation of Life in the Scriptures,” pp. 427-
428) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 26 

Tuesday  9/24 

Related Verses 

Ezek. 47:1-4, 5, 6-7 
1 Then He brought me back to the entrance of the house, 
and there was water flowing out from under the threshold 
of the house to the east (for the house faced east); and the 
water flowed down below the south side of the house, on 
the south of the altar. 
2 Then He brought me out by the way of the north gate 
and led me around on the way outside to the outer gate, 
on the way to the gate that faces east; and there the water 
was running out on the south side. 



Morning Watch                                                                                                     The Christian Life –Week 5                                                                    September 23- September 29, 2024 
Living the Christian Life by Enjoying the Flow of Life with the Ministry of Life out of and for the Magnificent House of God 

© Living Stream Ministry, 2024, used by permission                                                                                                                                                                                                     2 

3 When the man went out to the east with the line in His 
hand, He measured a thousand cubits; and He led me 
through the water, water that was to the ankles. 
4 Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me 
through the water, water that was to the knees. Then He 
measured a thousand cubits and led me through the 
water, water that was to the loins. 
5 Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river 
that I could not pass through; for the water had risen, 
enough water to swim in, a river that could not be 
crossed. 
6 And He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? 
Then He led me and brought me back along the bank of 
the river. 
7 And when I returned, there were very many trees on 
the bank of the river, on one side and on the other. 

John 7:37, 38, 39 
37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to Me and drink. 
38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of 
his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water. 
39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those 
who believed into Him were about to receive; for the 
Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 

Related Reading 

The man came with a measuring reed in his hand to 
measure the flowing of the river (Ezek. 47:3-5).  

When this man first measured the river, there was 
only a trickle coming out from the house. Then he 
measured a thousand cubits, and the flow became deeper, 
up to the ankles (v. 3). Again he measured a thousand 
cubits, and the flow became deeper, up to the knees (v. 
4). After this the man measured yet another thousand 
cubits, and the flow became even deeper, up to the loins 
(v. 4). When he for the fourth time measured a thousand 
cubits, the flow became a river which could not be 
passed through, and the river became waters to swim in 
[v. 5]. If we want to enjoy the flow out of the house, we 
need to be measured completely.  

If we want to enjoy a flow that is deeper, we need to 
be measured, that is, tested, examined, judged, and taken 
over by the Lord. Our motives, our intentions, our aims, 

our goals, our desires—all must be judged. Everything 
we possess and everything we are involved in must be 
judged. This will deepen the flow within us. (Life-study 
of Ezekiel, pp. 305-306) 

--- 

As we are judged by the Lord, we need to make a 
thorough confession. We need to allow the Lord to be 
our Judge and let Him bring us into His light and expose 
us. Then we should say to Him, “Lord, all that You have 
judged is now Yours. I ask You, Lord, to take me over, 
to take full possession of me.”  

The Lord’s judging and testing of us are not once for 
all. In Ezekiel 47 the man measured not once or twice or 
even three times; he measured four times. In the Bible 
four is the number of the creature. The four measurings 
here indicate that as a creature we need to be thoroughly 
judged and tested by the Lord and then be fully taken 
over by Him.  

To be taken over by the Lord completely is not easy 
to experience. We may think that we have been fully 
taken over by the Lord, but after a period of time we will 
realize that we still have some reservation...We may 
think that the Lord has taken over everything, but the 
Lord knows that He has gained us only to a certain 
extent. Therefore, some time later we may again realize 
that we have reserved and preserved very much for 
ourselves. Once again we will make our confession to the 
Lord and experience His testing and judging. Even after 
a number of years, we still may have not been fully 
possessed by the Lord, and thus we will again need to be 
measured, tested, judged, and possessed by Him.  

You may be wondering how we can determine how 
much we have been measured and possessed by the Lord. 
We determine this by the depth of the river. If the river is 
only up to our ankles, this proves that we have not been 
measured fully by the Lord. The depth of the river 
depends on how much we have been measured by the 
Lord. There is no need for us to argue and justify 
ourselves. Instead, we should simply consider the depth 
of our flow. How deep is your flow? Is it up to the 
ankles? To the knees? To the loins? Has the flow become 
a river that cannot be passed over? Has the flow become 
waters to swim in? We need to consider our personal 
situation in this way. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 306-307)  

If we are willing to be measured up to one hundred 
percent, we will be fully swallowed up by the living 
water. Then in one sense, we lose all our freedom, but in 
another sense, we are really free. When we are fully 
possessed by the Lord, we will be fully freed. The flow 
of the living water will carry us on forward toward the 
goal. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of 
Life in the Scriptures,” pp. 436-437) 

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 38, pp. 467-473 

Wednesday  9/25 

Related Verses 

Ezek. 47:8-10 
8 Then said He to me, This water flows out toward the 
eastern region and goes down into the Arabah and goes 
to the sea; when it flows into the sea, the water of the sea 
is healed. 
9 And every living creature which swarms in every place 
where the river goes shall live, and there will be very 
many fish, when this water comes there. And the water 
of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live 
wherever the river comes. 
10 And fishermen will stand beside the sea from En-gedi 
even to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of 
nets. Their fish shall be according to their kinds, like the 
fish of the Great Sea, very many. 

Isa. 6:1-8 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting 
on a high and lofty throne, and the train of His robe filled 
the temple. 
2 Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: 
With two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew. 
3 And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, 
Jehovah of hosts; The whole earth is filled with His 
glory. 
4 And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice 
of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 
5 Then I said, Woe is me, for I am finished! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, And in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips I dwell; Yet my eyes have seen the King, 
Jehovah of hosts. 
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6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in 
his hand, which he had taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. 
7 And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that 
this has touched your lips, Your iniquity is taken away, 
and your sin is purged. 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send? Who will go for Us? And I said, Here am I; send 
me. 

Related Reading 

The river in Ezekiel 47:8 goes down into the Arabah, 
[which] means the wilderness, the dry land, the parched 
land that grows nothing; hence, the desert. This land 
needs the watering. The river is for watering the dry land 
and healing the Dead Sea. The Arabah is close to the 
Dead Sea...Because of the flow of the river into the sea, 
the salt water in the sea is healed. The sea now becomes 
fresh water because the salt has been swallowed up. The 
river comes first to water the dry land that grows nothing 
and to heal the death waters. This watering and healing 
are for the purpose of producing life. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 
2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the Scriptures,” p. 
435) 

--- 

Where the river flows, everything shall live and be 
full of life (Ezek. 47:9). This river is the river of life, and 
only life can cause things to live. Mere teachings and 
gifts are not important here, because they cannot impart 
life.  

In this flow the trees live and bear sweet, delicious 
fruit every month (v. 12). Also, the water brings forth an 
abundance of fish (v. 9). Cattle are implied by the names 
of two cities—En-gedi and En-eglaim (v. 10). En-gedi 
means “the fountain of the kid,” and En-eglaim means 
“the fountain of the two calves.” These fountains are for 
the young cattle, the kids and the calves. From all this we 
see that the flow of the river produces trees, fish, and 
cattle.  

In the proper church life there are many trees 
producing fruit, and thus there is no lack of fruit...Trees 
producing fruit are an indication that there is a flow in 
your church. The trees grow by the living water. If there 

is a flow in your local church, there surely will be the 
trees bearing an abundance of fruit.  

With the flowing of the river, there is also fishing (v. 
10). Fishing signifies the increase in numbers. If the 
number of people in your local church does not increase 
year after year, this means that there is no fishing, and no 
fishing means that there is no flow. If we would have 
fishing, we must have the flow...We need fishing in order 
to have an increase in numbers. In the church life we also 
need some fountains of kids and fountains of calves for 
feeding. Thus, we need food, we need the increase in 
numbers, and we need the feeding. This will bring in the 
mending, the building up...All these matters depend on 
one thing—the flow of the river...of God. (Life-study of 
Ezekiel, pp. 309-310)  

The flow of the river produces trees, fish, and cattle. 
The fishermen spread their nets on the land from En-gedi 
to En-eglaim. They spread their nets on the land between 
these two fountains. The trees, the fish, and the cattle in 
Ezekiel 47 are mentioned according to the order in 
Genesis 1. In Genesis 1 the plant life is first, the fish are 
second, and the cattle are third.  

We need En-gedi, and we need En-eglaim, the 
fountains of the kids and the calves. We must realize that 
the potential with the Lord’s recovery is with the young 
people. I am happy to see so many “kids” and “calves” in 
the church life. I am an older saint, and I am also very 
thankful for all the older saints among us. All the “kids” 
need the care of the older saints. Although I love and 
appreciate all the older saints, deep within me I realize 
that the future, the prosperity, and the potential of the 
Lord’s move is with the young ones, with the kids and 
with the calves. The many young people among us who 
are full of life are evidence that the local church is the 
fountain of the kids and the fountain of the calves. 
(CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in 
the Scriptures,” pp. 435-436) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial 
Revelation of Life in the Scriptures,” ch. 5 

Thursday  9/26 

Related Verses 

Ezek. 47:12 
12 And on the banks on both sides of the river will grow 
all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, 
nor will their fruit fail; but they will bring forth new fruit 
every month, because the water for them flows out of the 
sanctuary. And their fruit shall be for food, and their 
leaves for healing. 

Rev. 3:15-16 
15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot; I 
wish that you were cold or hot. 
16 So, because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor 
cold, I am about to spew you out of My mouth. 

Psa. 46:1-7 
1 God is our refuge and strength; A help in distress, He is 
most readily found. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, Though the earth change, 
And the mountains slip into the heart of the seas; 
3 Though the waters of the sea roar and foam; Though 
the mountains shake at its swelling. Selah 
4 There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; God 
helps her at the dawn of the morning. 
6 The nations rage; the kingdoms are moved. He utters 
His voice; the earth melts. 
7 Jehovah of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our 
high retreat. Selah 

Related Reading 

By the flowing of the river out of the house, the salt 
water of the Dead Sea will be healed. This means that 
death will be swallowed up by life. When there is a rich 
and deep flow of life in a local church, much death will 
be swallowed up by life. However, if there is no flow in a 
particular church, that church will become a “dead sea” 
full of salt.  

Although the Dead Sea and the dry places can be 
made alive and deadness can be swallowed up by life, 
the marshes cannot be healed (Ezek. 47:11). A marsh is a 
place that is neither dry nor flowing with water. 
Consisting partly of mud and partly of water, a marsh is 
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neither wet nor dry. A marsh signifies a situation that is 
full of compromise. This means that wherever there is a 
compromising situation, there is a marsh. We should 
never become involved with any situation that is a 
“marsh.” (Life-study of Ezekiel, p. 310) 

--- 

The Lord Jesus rebuked the church in Laodicea for 
being lukewarm and neither hot nor cold...He also said 
that if they remained lukewarm, He would spew them out 
of His mouth (Rev. 3:15-16). To be lukewarm is to be in 
a compromising situation, to be in a marsh.  

Our stand concerning the church must be absolute...If 
you stand on the ground of the church, you must stand 
absolutely. You should be either cold or hot, but you 
should not be lukewarm. To be lukewarm is to be in a 
marsh...It is possible for one to be in the church life 
without being absolute. Such a person is a marsh.  

Not even the Lord can heal a marsh. A marsh is a 
neutral place, a halfway place, a place of compromise. 
Certain saints are neither in Babylon nor in Jerusalem but 
in a halfway place between Babylon and Jerusalem. This 
means that they are in a marsh and even that they are a 
marsh.  

We need either to be absolutely in the flow or stay on 
dry ground. If we remain in a marshy or “muddy” 
situation, the Lord cannot do anything with us...For the 
church life we need to be absolute.  

The church should also be a place after its kind. 
Genesis 1:11-12 says that the grass, the trees, and the 
herbs brought forth each after its own kind. An apple tree 
cannot bring forth an apple-peach...A man must be a man 
and a woman must be a woman; no one can be a man-
woman. If you are in a denomination, be there after your 
kind...Likewise, if a group of saints in a certain locality 
are the church in that locality, they must be the church 
after its kind.  

If you are in the Lord’s recovery, be in the recovery 
absolutely, not halfway. Come back all the way from 
Babylon to Jerusalem. If you stop halfway, you will 
become a marsh, and you will not have any flow, not 
even a trickle. Rather, you will have just enough water to 
make you “muddy.” You will be a marsh, and a marsh 

cannot be healed. Throughout all my years in the Lord’s 
recovery, I have never seen a marsh that was healed.  

In Revelation 22:11 the Lord Jesus said, “Let him 
who does unrighteousness do unrighteousness still; and 
let him who is filthy be filthy still; and let him who is 
righteous do righteousness still; and let him who is holy 
be holy still.” Here we see that the Lord Jesus desires and 
requires absoluteness. We must learn to be absolute. By 
being absolute we will be in the flow, and the flow will 
not be a trickle but a river to swim in. Then everything 
shall live where the river comes. (Life-study of Ezekiel, 
pp. 310-312) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial 
Revelation of Life in the Scriptures,” ch. 6 

Friday  9/27 

Related Verses 

2 Cor. 3:6 
6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new 
covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

1 Cor. 3:6-7 
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth. 
7 So then neither is he who plants anything nor he who 
waters, but God who causes the growth. 

1 Cor. 4:15 
15 For though you have ten thousand guides in Christ, 
yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the gospel. 

Matt. 13:3, 37 
3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, 
Behold, the sower went out to sow. 
37 And He answered and said, He who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 

John 4:14 
14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will 
give him will become in him a fountain of water gushing 
up into eternal life. 

Related Reading 

A sufficient minister of the new covenant is a person 
who ministers life to others in order to help them grow in 
life (2 Cor. 3:6). In this chapter we will go on to see six 
statuses of a competent minister of the new covenant as 
revealed in 1 Corinthians: a sower, a planter, a waterer, a 
begetter, a feeder, and a builder. These six statuses are 
related to the matter of life, that is, to our experience and 
enjoyment of Christ as the life-giving Spirit. (CWWL, 
1970, vol. 1, p. 577) 

--- 

In 1 Corinthians 9:11 Paul says to the Corinthians, 
“We have sown to you the spiritual things.” The spiritual 
things refers to spiritual seeds...A seed is a container of 
life, and to sow a seed is to impart life. Hence, sowing 
the spiritual things is a matter of life...The Lord Jesus 
came as a Sower to sow Himself as the seed of life into 
the human race (Matt. 13:3, 37)...In the Lord’s recovery 
we as ministers of the new covenant need to be sowers 
who impart life into others.  

To be a sower is much more difficult than to be a 
teacher. In order to be a teacher, a person simply needs to 
go to a Bible school where he may be trained to be a 
good speaker, learning not only biblical doctrines and 
parables but also how to use one’s voice, tell stories, 
speak eloquently, and use gestures. However, in order to 
be a sower, one must have seeds of life that can grow and 
produce Christ in others. Such spiritual seeds are not 
mere doctrines or letters; instead, they are something of 
life in our spirit...To acquire teachings is easy, but to 
obtain these seeds is difficult.  

In 1 Corinthians 3:6 Paul says, “I planted.” Planting 
is also a matter of life, for it involves sowing seeds, the 
containers of life, or placing herbs, plants, or trees in the 
ground, all of which are living things that grow...The 
believers, who have been regenerated in Christ with 
God’s life, are God’s cultivated land, a farm in God’s 
new creation [v. 9]. Corporately, we as the church of 
God have Christ planted in us. In order for us to plant 
Christ into others, we need the genuine experience of 
Christ as life in our spirit. If we grow and produce Christ 
within us, we will have something of Christ to plant into 
others.  



Morning Watch                                                                                                     The Christian Life –Week 5                                                                    September 23- September 29, 2024 
Living the Christian Life by Enjoying the Flow of Life with the Ministry of Life out of and for the Magnificent House of God 

© Living Stream Ministry, 2024, used by permission                                                                                                                                                                                                     5 

In 3:6 Paul continues, “Apollos watered.” We should 
not only be planters but also waterers. Once we plant 
Christ into others, we need to water them with the water 
of life (Rev. 22:17)...We may liken a waterer in God’s 
farm to an irrigation system with a reservoir that supplies 
a farm with water...We need to have the genuine 
experience of Christ as the water of life and a living 
contact with Him. Consequently, we will have a fountain 
of life bubbling within us constantly (John 4:14), and we 
will be a channel of living water, a divine irrigation 
system, that can supply others with the water of life 
(7:37-39). We need to be waterers, those who are filled 
with the water of life and who water their fellow 
believers for their growth in life. If we do not have the 
sufficient experience of Christ as the living water, it will 
be difficult for us to water others.  

In 1 Corinthians 4:15 Paul says, “In Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the gospel.” To beget is to 
generate something, to bring forth something, through 
the impartation of life. Like the apostle Paul, who begot 
the Corinthian believers in Christ by imparting the divine 
life into them, we should be fathers who beget spiritual 
children by imparting the divine life into others. 
Begetting, unlike teaching, is a matter of life. We need to 
have the divine “life germ” in order to impart the divine 
life into others so that they may be begotten as children 
of God. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 577-579) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 577-583 

Saturday  9/28 

Related Verses 

1 Cor. 3:2, 3-11, 12 
2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food, for you were 
not yet able to receive it. But neither yet now are you 
able, 
3 For you are still fleshly. For if there is jealousy and 
strife among you, are you not fleshly and do you not 
walk according to the manner of man? 
4 For when someone says, I am of Paul, and another, I of 
Apollos, are you not men of flesh? 
5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Ministers 
through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave to 
each one of them. 
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth. 

7 So then neither is he who plants anything nor he who 
waters, but God who causes the growth. 
8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, but 
each will receive his own reward according to his own 
labor. 
9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's 
cultivated land, God's building. 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, as a wise 
master builder I have laid a foundation, and another 
builds upon it. But let each man take heed how he builds 
upon it. 
11 For another foundation no one is able to lay besides 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, grass, stubble, 

Related Reading 

After begetting spiritual children, we need to feed 
them with the spiritual milk [1 Cor. 3:2]. Hence, we need 
to be feeders...To give others milk to drink is to feed 
them. Feeding is a matter of life. It differs from teaching, 
which is a matter of knowledge...We should be 
constantly nourished with Christ as spiritual food so that 
we may be able to feed others. We need to feed on Christ 
to produce spiritual milk so that we may be able to feed 
our spiritual children. This is a genuine experience of 
Christ as life. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, p. 579) 

--- 

In order to practice the proper church life, we need 
the genuine experience of life...Paul was not only a father 
who begot spiritual children but also a mother who fed 
them. We need to be spiritually strong and healthy so 
that, like Paul, we may be able to beget spiritual children 
and adequately produce the spiritual milk to feed 
them...If the elders become fathers who impart life to 
their spiritual children and mothers who produce the 
spiritual milk to feed them, we will have a proper family 
life in the church as the household of God (Eph. 2:19). 
The unique way to practice the church life as a proper 
family life is through the genuine experience of life.  

The new covenant ministers as sowers, planters, 
waterers, begetters, and feeders should eventually 
become builders...Paul speaks of himself as “a wise 
master builder” who laid the unique foundation, Christ, 
for others to build upon [1 Cor. 3:10-11]...Paul [then] 

speaks of building upon the foundation gold, silver, and 
precious stones [v. 12]. As we carry out the work of 
sowing, planting, watering, begetting, and feeding, Christ 
will grow in the believers...While the believers grow day 
by day, they will be transformed (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 
12:2)...Consequently, the believers will be not only 
mature plants, that is, full-grown men in Christ (Rev. 
14:4, 15; Col. 1:28), but also gold, silver, and precious 
stones, precious materials for the building of God’s 
house (Rev. 21:2-3, 11, 18-22).  

Gold signifies the divine nature of the Father, silver 
signifies the redemptive work of Christ, and precious 
stones signify the transforming work of the Spirit...In 
order to be builders, we ourselves need to be the 
transformed materials by being constituted with the 
Triune God. We should be both the builders and the 
building material of the house of God...Then we will be 
qualified to build the house of God with other believers 
as the transformed materials.  

The believers as the transformed materials come from 
the growth in life, and the growth in life comes from the 
sowing, planting, watering, begetting, and feeding. In 
this light, what we in the church life need are not mere 
teachers or guides but sowers, planters, waterers, 
begetters, feeders, and builders. In 1 Corinthians 4:15 
Paul contrasts guides with fathers...Guides give 
instructions and directions, whereas fathers impart life to 
those whom they beget...The fact that there are many 
guides but few fathers indicates that the latter are 
incomparably more precious than the former. In the 
Lord’s recovery we need sowers, planters, waterers, 
begetters, feeders, and builders so that the Lord may gain 
His organic building, the house of God.  

In 1 Corinthians 12:3 Paul says, “No one can say, 
Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit.”...It is by calling 
on the name of the Lord that we eat Him, drink of Him, 
and breathe Him into us in order to enjoy Him. If all of 
us who are in the local churches enjoy the Lord in this 
way, we will become not only sowers, planters, waterers, 
begetters (fathers), feeders (mothers), and builders but 
also the precious materials of gold, silver, and precious 
stones for the building of God’s habitation on earth. 
Consequently, we will be constituted a marvelous 
organic building of God, the magnificent house of God. 
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This is the proper church life. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 
579-581, 583) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Job, msg. 24 

Lord’s Day  9/29 

Related Verses 

Rev. 21:18-21 
18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the 
city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned 
with every precious stone: the first foundation was 
jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; 
20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, 
chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, 
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of 
the gates was, respectively, of one pearl. And the street 
of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

Rev. 22:2 
2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the 
tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations. 

Psa. 36:8 
8 They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, And 
You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures. 

Psa. 65:9 
9 You visit the earth and water it; You enrich it greatly: 
The river of God is full of water. You provide men grain, 
for so You have prepared the earth. 

Further Reading: 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 26 

Hymn: #1115 
1 We have come, we have come to the house of God; 
We have come to the house, whence outflows the flood. 
On the right, day and night, constant is its flow, 
Watering us and causing fruits of life to grow. 
 
2 From the house, from the house flows this living 
stream, 
From the house, to the earth, with the life supreme. 
Yet more deep, Lord, we seek that the flow may be; 
Thus we must be measured and possessed by Thee. 
 
3 Measure us, measure us, measure every day; 
Measure us, measure more, measure all the way, 
Till we know that the flow is a mighty flood, 
Sweeping over all the earth for Christ the Lord. 
 
4 Take us through, take us through, take us through the 
flow; 
Take us through, through and through, everywhere we 
go. 
Flow increase, never cease, till we swim in Thee, 
Till we are immersed in God eternally. 
 
5 All shall live, all shall live where the river comes; 
All shall live, really live, everywhere it runs. 
Let the fount from this mount life abundant bring, 
Till the deserts of the earth with churches spring!

Churchwide Truth Pursuit of Hebrews 
Level 1—Hebrews Sequential Reading 
Scripture Reading and Copying: Heb. 11:8-22 
Assigned Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg(s). 54-55 
 
Level 2—Hebrews Topical Study 
Crucial Point: The Definition of Faith 
Scripture: Heb. 11:1 
Assigned Reading: LS of Hebrews, msg. 47 
Supplemental Reading: CWWN, vol. 41, "Conferences, 
Messages, and Fellowship (1)," Section Three: 
Overcomer Conference in Chuenchow, November 1935, 
ch. 14; CWWN, vol. 6, "The Christian (4): Spiritual 
Teachings," ch. 9 
Questions: 
1. Define and explain faith as it is revealed in Heb. 11:1. 
2. How was faith manifested in the Son? 
3. In what ways is faith important to a believer? 
4. How does a believer's faith develop? 


