Morning Watch

Crystallization-study of 1 & 2 Kings— Week 1

October 31 — November 6 2022

The Intrinsic Revelation in 1 and 2 Kings concerning the Economy of God Unveiled and Conveyed through Typology

Monday 10/31

Related Verses

Eph. 3:9-11

9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the
economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages
has been hidden in God, who created all things,

10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in
the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be
made known through the church,

11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in
Christ Jesus our Lord,

Eph 5:32
32 This mystery is great, but | speak with regard to
Christ and the church.

Gen. 1:26-27

26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and
over the cattle and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

27 And God created man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and female He created
them.

Rev. 21:1-2

1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth passed away, and the sea is no
more.

2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.

John 14:6
6 Jesus said to him, | am the way and the reality and the
life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.

Related Reading

If we have not seen the significance of God’s
economy, we will not be able to get into the real
significance of the whole Bible. We may read it again
and again without realizing its central thought. When the
Lord opens our eyes to see God’s economy, the economy
of God immediately becomes a key for us to open the
entire Bible...To open everything in the Bible, we need

this constant key. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, “The
Church—the Reprint of the Spirit,” p. 453)

We need to see the fulfillment in the New Testament
of the typology in the Old Testament concerning God’s
economy. What is in the Old Testament is a typology, a
set of types. Then what is in the New Testament is a
complete fulfillment of that typology concerning God’s
economy. Thus, the entire Bible, both the Old Testament
and the New Testament, is first a picture of God’s
economy and then a full definition and fulfillment of
God’s economy. On the one hand, if we want to know
the Old Testament, we must come to the New Testament
definition...On the other hand, if we want to know the
New Testament, we have to spend the time to look at all
these pictures.

Saint Augustine said that the New Testament is
concealed in the Old Testament, and the Old Testament
is unveiled in the New Testament...The pictures and the
definitions form a strong basic principle for us to
understand the Bible.

The great teachers among the Brethren said that the
entire history of Israel was a type of the church...The
teaching of the Brethren strongly stressed that the
captivity of Israel into Babylon typifies the church that
was captured into Catholicism... The Lord Jesus referred
to the Roman Catholic Church as Jezebel (Rev. 2:20;
Matt. 13:33) and also as the great Babylon, a mystery
(Rev. 17:5)..The Brethren saw that Israel’s captivity
typifies the church’s captivity and that the return of Israel
typifies the recovery of the church starting from Luther.

Although the Brethren saw this, they did not see that
the history of the kings in the Old Testament is a
typology of God’s economy...They did not even use this
term. They somewhat used another term to replace God'’s
economy, that is, God’s plan or God’s purpose. The
English word economy is anglicized from the Greek
word oikonomia...When most think of an economy, they
think of it in terms of dollars and cents. We do not mean
this when we speak of God’s economy. God’s economy
is God’s plan, God’s divine arrangement, for the
fulfillment of His good pleasure in His will to be His
purpose. Israel’s history is not only a type of the entire
church, as the Brethren teachers pointed out, but also a

type of God’s economy. The fulfillment of this economy
is in the New Testament. The New Testament presents
the complete fulfillment of the typology of the kings in
the OId Testament...One is the picture, and the other is
the definition. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Living a Life
according to the High Peak of God’s Revelation,” pp.
173-175)

The Bible is not a book of history. The Bible is the
record of the divine revelation concerning God’s eternal
economy, of which Christ is the center and reality. Christ
is the embodiment of the Triune God, and the church is
the organic Body of Christ. These two items are the basic
structure of the Bible. So, in understanding any book of
the Bible, we should hold this point of view, especially in
the life-study of the books of Kings. Apparently, these
two books are the history of the kings of Israel. Actually,
they are books written in the inspiration of the Spirit of
God in the way of being related to God’s eternal
economy. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Kings, pp. 2-3)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Living a
Life according to the High Peak of God’s Revelation,”
chs. 1-2; Life-study of 1 & 2 Kings, msgs. 1-4, 6

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 5, section(s):

Consecration being to Give Ourselves as Vessels to the
Lord; Consecration being to Let the Lord be Our Person

Tuesday 11/01

Related Verses

Matt. 16:16, 18

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.

18 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this
rock | will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it.

Eph. 1:22-23

22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave
Him to be Head over all things to the church,

23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills
allin all.
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Eph 4:16

16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together
and being knit together through every joint of the rich
supply and through the operation in the measure of each
one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building
up of itself in love.

1Tim. 1:4

4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies,
which produce questionings rather than God's economy,
which is in faith.

Luke 24:44-45

44 And He said to them, These are My words which |
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all the things
written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms
concerning Me must be fulfilled.

45 Then He opened their mind to understand the
Scriptures;

Related Reading

Solomon typifies Christ (Matt. 12:42) in speaking
God’s word of wisdom (13:35) and in building the
church as the temple of God (16:18; 1 Cor. 3:16; Eph.
2:21-22), and the temple typifies Christ (Matt. 12:6) and
the church as the unique building of God in the universe.
These two—Christ and His Body, the church—are the

center, the reality, and the goal of God’s eternal economy.

Since Solomon and the temple built by him play the
strongest roles in the history of Israel and occupy a wide
realm in such a history, they are the strong evidence that
the history of Israel concerns very much the fulfillment
of God’s eternal economy in the Old Testament in the
way of typology...That Christ and the church are the
centrality and universality of God’s economy is universal
in both the New Testament and the Old Testament. We
need to see clearly that the books of history were written
from the point of view of God’s eternal economy
concerning Christ and the church. (Life-study of 1 & 2
Kings, p. 41)

In reading the books of 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2
Kings, we need to see the link between the Old
Testament books of history and the New Testament. This
link is God’s economy for Christ and for Christ’s Body.
This link is shown in the kings’ history, which includes

the prophets as God’s overcomers. Again and again, the
prophets came in either to help the kings or to deal with
them. For example, Nathan helped David and also
rebuked him. Elijah dealt with Ahab; Elisha performed
miracles in life; and Isaiah helped Hezekiah.

In the book of Isaiah two short prophecies clearly
show the link between the Old Testament and the New
Testament. Isaiah 7:14 says that a virgin would bring
forth a son whose name would be called Immanuel.
Isaiah 9:6 says that a son would be given to us and that
his name would be called the mighty God and the eternal
Father. These prophecies reveal that God would become
a man as a little child. The mighty God, the eternal
Father, became a man in order to make man God in life
and in nature (but not in the Godhead). However, in
order to be made God in this way, man first needed to be
redeemed. Isaiah 53 is a strong chapter on the
redemption of Christ. In His humanity the God who had
become man was man’s Redeemer, slain for man’s sin.
God redeemed man for the purpose of making the
redeemed man God in life and in nature so that God can
have a consummation of His economy in the Body of
Christ as the enlargement of Christ. This Body of Christ
will consummate in the New Jerusalem as God’s full
expression and enlargement for eternity. In typology the
history of the kings is linked to God’s becoming a man to
redeem man back to Himself that He might make His
redeemed people God in life and in nature so that He
might have for eternity a universal, corporate expression
of Himself. This, in brief, is God’s economy.

The goal of God’s economy is to work on His
redeemed people in order to make them God in life and
in nature but not in the Godhead. This can be
accomplished only through, by, with, and in the life-
giving Spirit. It is crucial for us in the Lord’s recovery to
see that our Christ today is in resurrection and that in
resurrection He is the pneumatic Christ, the life-giving
Spirit as the consummation of the processed Triune God.
We have Him as the all-inclusive, compound Spirit in
our spirit. Now every day we must do everything in our
spirit in order that this life-giving Spirit may transform
us, conform us, and eventually glorify us that we might
be made God in life and in nature. (Life-study of 1 & 2
Kings, pp. 122-123)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of
God,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “The Economy of God
and the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” chs. 1-2

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 5, section(s): Rejecting
Traditions and Religious Concepts

Wednesday 11/02

Related Verses

Psa. 2:6, 12

6 But | have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy
mountain.

12 Kiss the Son Lest He be angry and you perish from
the way; For His anger may suddenly be kindled. Blessed
are all those who take refuge in Him.

Deut. 8:7-8

7 For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a
land of waterbrooks, of springs and of fountains, flowing
forth in valleys and in mountains;

8 A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and
pomegranates; a land of olive trees with oil and of honey;

Josh. 1:5-6, 9

5 No man will be able to stand before you all the days of
your life. As | was with Moses, | will be with you; | will
not fail you nor forsake you.

6 Be strong and take courage, for you will cause this
people to inherit the land which I swore to their fathers to
give to them.

9 Have | not commanded you? Be strong and take
courage; do not be afraid or dismayed. For Jehovah your
God is with you wherever you go.

S.S5.1:2
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your
love is better than wine.

Isa. 9:6

6 For a child is born to us, A son is given to us; And the
government Is upon His shoulder; And His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father,
Prince of Peace.

Related Reading
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The figurative portrait of God’s eternal economy
presented in the Old Testament spans thirty-nine books,
but it is only in four sections—in types, in history, in
poetry, and in prophecy. The section of types is of five
books, from Genesis to Deuteronomy. The section of
history is of twelve books, from Joshua to Esther. The
section of poetry is of five books, from Job to Song of
Songs. The section of prophecy is of seventeen books,
from Isaiah to Malachi...The thirty-nine books of the Old
Testament can be divided into three “fives” and two
“twelves.” There are five books of types, twelve of
history, five of poetry, five of the major prophets, and
twelve of the minor prophets..We want to see the
intrinsic significance of these four sections of the Old
Testament. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Triune
God’s Revelation and His Move,” p. 74)

The types from Genesis to Deuteronomy unveil the
Triune God embodied in Christ as the center and
circumference of His eternal economy. They also unveil
this Christ as the blessing and everything to the Triune
God’s chosen people.

The twelve books of history from Joshua to Esther
unveil the Triune God’s move in His chosen people to
possess, inherit, and enjoy His promised all-inclusive
Christ as the good land. They also unveil the failures of
God’s chosen people...The record of this in the Bible is a
warning to us, the church people today in the New
Testament.

The poetry in the Old Testament is of only five books:

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs.
They unveil that the Triune God Himself, not ethics or
morality, should be man’s pursuit as his perfection. This
one sentence covers the central, intrinsic revelation of
Job. The Psalms unveil that this God was incarnated to
be a man in the flesh to be His Anointed, who is His
delight, who has been exalted by Him, and who should
be received, treasured, and exalted by His chosen people.
Ecclesiastes unveils that all things in the human life
under the sun are vanity of vanities, and Song of Songs
shows that Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God
is the unique satisfaction to God’s chosen people. Thus,
we should pursue God as our perfection, and we should
pursue Christ as our satisfaction.

The seventeen books of prophecy from lsaiah to
Malachi unveil that the Triune God embodied in Christ
will come to be the God-man (lsa. 7:14; 9:6) to
accomplish redemption (ch. 53) for the fulfillment of
God’s eternal economy according to the preceding three
categories of the books in the Old Testament. They also
unveil that the accomplishment of the processed and
consummated Triune God in Christ will consummate in
the new heaven and new earth (65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:13;
Rev. 21:1).

All the above points present a vivid portrait of the all-
inclusive Christ in and for God’s eternal economy in the
Old Testament. In types we see that Christ is the
centrality and universality of God’s eternal economy and
the divine blessing to all of God’s chosen people. In
history we see that the all-inclusive Christ is the God-
promised good land, which all of God’s chosen people
should take, possess, inherit, and enjoy to the uttermost,
even to the level of kingship. In poetry we see that Christ
is the unique perfection for God’s chosen people to
pursue and the unique satisfaction for God’s chosen
people to obtain and enjoy. Then in prophecy we see that
the Triune God has become a God-man to accomplish
His full redemption for the fulfililment of His eternal
economy, which will consummate in the new heaven and
new earth. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Triune
God’s Revelation and His Move,” pp. 74-75)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Triune
God’s Revelation and His Move,” chs. 2-3

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 5, section(s): The
Lord’s Filling Requiring Our Cooperation; Removing
Three Layers that Occupy Us

Thursday 11/03

Related Verses

John 7:39

39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those
who believed into Him were about to receive; for the
Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been
glorified.

Acts 1:8

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

Rom. 12:5
5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and
individually members one of another.

John 1:14

14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among
us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only
Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Rom. 1:3-4

3 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of
David according to the flesh,

4 Who was designated the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection
of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

Rom 12:4-5

4 For just as in one body we have many members, and all
the members do not have the same function,

5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and
individually members one of another.

Rev. 21:2

2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.

Related Readin

We have seen that the Old Testament is a figurative
portrait of God’s eternal economy. The New Testament
is the practical fulfillment of God’s eternal economy...A
portrait is a picture, a photo...The Old Testament is like a
video. The New Testament is the real thing...The person
in the fulfillment is exactly the same as his photo. There
are twenty-seven books in the New Testament in three
sections: the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles. The
Gospels are of four books, Acts is one book, and the
Epistles are of twenty-two books. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 3, “The Triune God’s Revelation and His Move,” p.
78)
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We want to...see the central, intrinsic revelation of
the four Gospels. This revelation from Matthew to John
is that the Triune God has been processed and
consummated to be the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit.
The Triune God has been processed through incarnation,
human living, death, and resurrection. He was also
consummated to be a life-giving Spirit. At the end of the
four Gospels, on the day of His resurrection, He came
back to His disciples, breathed into them, and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). After His
resurrection Christ is in us as the Spirit. In 1 Corinthians
15:45 Paul says that the last Adam, the embodied God,
God embodied in a man, became the life-giving Spirit.

The Triune God has been processed through His
incarnation to become the God-man, through His human
living to live the God-man’s life, through His all-
inclusive death to redeem His lost creation and to release
His divine life, and through His resurrection to dispense
Himself into His redeemed chosen people as their life
and everything. Thus, the processed, consummated
Triune God as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit is
dispensed into His chosen, redeemed people to be their
life and everything.

Acts unveils the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit
spreading Himself as the reality of Christ, who is the
embodiment of God, for the producing of the churches of
God. When we believed in the Lord Jesus, we received
Him into us as the Spirit. Actually, that Spirit is Christ,
the reality of Christ.

In the four Gospels the church is mentioned only
twice, in Matthew 16:18 and 18:17, but the Body of
Christ is not mentioned. Acts speaks of the churches but
also does not mention the Body of Christ. The Body of
Christ is mentioned only in the Epistles. Actually, the
first twenty-one Epistles unveil the Body of Christ,
whereas Revelation reveals the New Jerusalem as the
consummation of the Body of Christ. Romans 12:5 is the
first verse in the entire New Testament that mentions the
Body of Christ. This indicates that all the Epistles are for
the Body of Christ. Other Epistles that speak of the Body
of Christ are 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, and Colossians.
These four books—Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians,
and Colossians—are the master books of the New
Testament. If these books were taken away, the New
Testament would become empty.

Romans to Revelation unveils the all-inclusive life-
giving Spirit building up the churches into the organism
of the consummated Triune God as the Body of Christ,
by transforming them into the image of Christ as the
firstborn Son of God, which will consummate in the New
Jerusalem as the eternal enlargement and expression of
the consummated Triune God. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol.
3, “The Triune God’s Revelation and His Move,” pp. 78-
80)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The Economy
and Dispensing of God,” chs. 1-2

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 4, section(s): Being
Emptied and Allowing the Lord to Occupy Us; Having
Personal Transactions with the Lord

Friday 11/04

Related Verses

1 Cor. 5:7

7 Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump,
even as you are unleavened; for our Passover, Christ,
also has been sacrificed.

1Cor 10:6

6 Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we
should not be ones who lust after evil things, even as
they also lusted.

Eph. 1:10

10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head
up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth, in Him;

1Cor. 12:13

13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one
Body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free,
and were all given to drink one Spirit.

Exo. 25:8
8 And let them make a sanctuary for Me that | may dwell
in their midst.

Zech. 2:10

10 Give aringing shout and rejoice, O daughter of Zion,
for now | am coming, and I will dwell in your midst,
declares Jehovah.

Eph. 2:20-22

20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone;
21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is
growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

22 In whom you also are being built together into a
dwelling place of God in spirit.

Related Readin

God’s intention is to have a corporate Body. The
nation of Israel was a type of this Body. For this, God
went on from Genesis to Exodus, working Himself into
the corporate Israel so that they would become the house
of God, which is God’s habitation on earth as typified by
the tabernacle in the midst of the Israelites. This
corporate Israel is a type of the church as the Body of
Christ to be God’s dwelling place on earth among men.
(CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “The Economy of God and the
Building Up of the Body of Christ,” p. 273)

Before the New Testament age, that is, before the
Lord’s incarnation, God had chosen a people on this
earth called Israel...Their forefather was Abraham. Then
by Moses’ time, at their exodus from Egypt, they became
a race that had at least two million people. Since then,
they have become a type of the church as God’s elect in
the New Testament...The Old Testament has Israel, and
the New Testament has the church...These two peoples
are a description of one thing that God has done, and this
one thing is the accomplishment of God’s economy...In
God’s economy the people of Israel are just a type, a
figure, a shadow...Israel typifies the church.

After the descendants of Abraham became a people,
they eventually fell into the hand of Egypt and its king,
Pharaoh...This means that God’s chosen people fell into
the hand of Satan and Satan’s world, so there was the
need of God’s salvation.

Redemption is to redeem God’s fallen people back to
God, and salvation is God’s saving His people out of the
hand of Satan, out of the world, and eventually, even out
of themselves for God to come in to make them the same
as He is. So in Exodus we see that first a lamb was slain
and the shed blood was sprinkled on the houses of Israel.
That was called the passover. This means that God, the
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just God, the righteous God, formed something judicial
to redeem His people by fulfilling His righteous
requirements. That was God’s redemption.

Following that redemption, God exercised His
salvation to save lIsrael out of Pharaoh’s hand, out of
Egypt, and bring them into the wilderness. In the
wilderness God came to be a “tabernacle,” indicating
how He would come to dwell with His people to save
them further...so that they might become God in life and
nature but not in the Godhead. This is God’s salvation.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 5 that our Passover is
Christ...God could pass over us, having our sin judged
and dealt with by Christ on the cross...Following the

Passover, Israel had the Feast of Unleavened Bread (v. 8).

After God’s redemption and in God’s salvation, God
ordained that His people should have no sin, no leaven, a
feast without leaven. This was the beginning of the
history of Israel, and this beginning is fulfilled by the
church’s experience of Christ. By this you can see that
with Israel it is a type, and with the church it is a
fulfillment.

At the end of the New Testament, the Lord Jesus
called the degraded church, Jezebel (Rev. 2:20)...The
fallen church became Jezebel and is called the great
Babylon, the mystery (Rev. 17:5)...Israel’s outcome was
to be captured to Babylon. Eventually, they became
Babylon. In Revelation 17 the Lord called the degraded
church the great harlot, the great Babylon, and the
mother of harlots (vv. 1, 5). This shows that the church is
a fulfillment of the type of Israel. So the entire history of
Israel is a type of the church. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Living a Life according to the High Peak of God’s
Revelation,” pp. 179-181)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The
Central Line of the Divine Revelation,” chs. 3-5

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 5, section(s):

Being Filled with the Lord by Obeying His Speaking

|Satu rday 11/05

Related Verses

Rom. 5:17

17 For if by the offense of the one death reigned through
the one, much more those who receive the abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.

1 Pet. 2:9

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people acquired for a possession, so that you
may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;

Deut. 14:2

2 For you are a holy people to Jehovah your God, and
Jehovah has chosen you to be a people for His personal
treasure, from among all the peoples which are upon the
face of the earth.

John 1:12-13

12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
authority to become children of God, to those who
believe into His name,

13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Rev. 5:10

10 And have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God; and they will reign on the earth.

Rom. 5:21

21 In order that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace
might reign through righteousness unto eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2Tim. 2:12

12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny
Him, He also will deny us;

Rev. 3:21

21 He who overcomes, to him | will give to sit with Me
on My throne, as | also overcame and sat with My Father
on His throne.

Related Reading

The first two kings, David and Solomon, are
important types of Christ in two aspects. The first aspect
is that of His suffering on earth, before His resurrection.
From the time of His birth, He suffered. His life began in
a manger in the lowest estate and ended in His being
crucified on the cross...David typifies this suffering
Christ. David also suffered from his youth. Yet his
suffering was for the conquering of the usurping enemies
and the gaining of the good land, the ground for God’s
building. Solomon typifies the Christ glorified in the
kingdom of God and its splendor,...[which] is a prefigure
of Christ in the millennium. These two types are strong
evidences that the history of the kings of Israel is related
to God’s eternal economy, which concerns Christ as the
embodiment of God and the church as the organic Body
of Christ. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Kings, p. 3)

Israel was mainly enjoying the good land...The top
ones, who were enjoying the good land on the top level,
were the kings. These kings are types of the New
Testament believers because all the New Testament
believers were saved by God to be kings. Every New
Testament believer is to be a king and a priest (1 Pet. 2:9;
Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 2 Tim. 2:12).

Both the kings and the priests are the deputy authority
of God. The deputy authority of God is composed of
God’s oracle to speak and God’s authority to rule.

When the priests speak for God, they become God’s
spokesmen, God’s mouthpiece, and these are the
prophets. So in the New Testament we believers are
kings, priests, and prophets. The kings of the Old
Testament are a type, and this type is fulfilled by the
New Testament believers being kings. These are the
people who enjoy Christ to the uttermost.

Romans 5:17 says that “those who receive the
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life.” John 1 says that when God came in His
incarnation, grace came (vv. 14, 17). When God came to
be a man, that was grace coming. Grace is the Triune
God as our enjoyment. We all have received this grace in
abundance. It is not just abundant grace but abounding
grace, which is increasing all the time. We have received
this grace, and we have received a gift from God, which
is also abounding. This gift is God’s righteousness for
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our redemption judicially. Thus, we have received these
two things: grace and righteousness. These are for us to
reign in life, to be kings in life.

If we have not reached the level of a king in our
Christian life, we are still below the proper
standard...Our enjoyment of Christ may be only “one
inch high,” but Christ is unlimited. Our enjoyment of
Christ should come up to the kingship level. As the God-
ordained prophets and priests, we are also kings to rule
over all the enemies of God. God rules, but He does not
rule directly. God rules through us, through the believers,
as kings. The believers in the New Testament should be
the fulfillment of the typology of the kings in God’s
economy.

We can be such kings only by being men regenerated
with God and transformed with God as the element so
that we live not by our own life, by ourselves, by our
natural man, or by our flesh. Instead, we live by God
who is now mingling Himself with us as one. The
believers’ life is to live such a human yet divine life. It is
in this life that we can be kings to enjoy our God-
ordained portion, which is Christ as our good land.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Living a Life according to
the High Peak of God’s Revelation,” pp. 181-182)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament,
msgs. 1-2, 14-16, 189, 230

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and
a Proper Consecration, chapter 5, section(s): None

| Lord’s Day 11/06

Related Verses

Eph. 1:15-23

15 Therefore | also, having heard of the faith in the Lord
Jesus which is among you and your love to all the saints,
16 Do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention
of you in my prayers,

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the full knowledge of Him,

18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that
you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe, according to the operation of the
might of His strength,

20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him
from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the
heavenlies,

21 Far above all rule and authority and power and
lordship and every name that is named not only in this
age but also in that which is to come;

22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave
Him to be Head over all things to the church,

23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills
allin all.

Further Reading:

CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The Central Line of the
Divine Revelation,” chs. 3-4

Life-study of First and Second Kings, msgs. 1-2

Hymns, #947

1_God's Kingdom today is a real exercise,

But when Christ comes to reign it will be a great prize;
It is wisdom divine that we now may be trained

That His plan be fulfilled and His justice maintained.

2_God's children, we're born to be kings with His Son,
And we need to be trained that we may overcome
And to know how to rule in His kingdom as kings,
That His kingship thru us be expressed o'er all things.

3_Today we must learn to submit to His throne,
How to have a strict life and His government own;
His authority then we'll be able to share,
O'er the nations to rule with God's Son as the heir.

4_With a life strict to self we must righteousness hold,
Kind to others in peace, and with God joyful, bold;
In the Kingdom's reality e'er to remain,
For its manifestation prepared thus to reign.

5_Then Christ when He comes with the kingdom from
God

Will to us grant His kingship to share as reward;
Thus the Lord will His righteousness thru us maintain
And His wisdom to heavenly powers make plain.

6_ For this the Apostle pressed on at all cost,
For the Kingdom assured that he would not be lost;
"Tis for this he charged others, Be true to the Lord,
That the Kingdom might be unto them a reward.

7_0 Lord, give us grace for Thy Kingdom to live,
To be trained that Thou may the reward to us give;
Make the Kingdom's reality our exercise,

That its manifestation may be our great prize.
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