
Morning Watch                                                                    Taking the Way of Enjoying Christ as the Tree of Life – Week 3                                  October 3 – October 9 2022 
Loving the Lord with the First Love, Enjoying the Lord as the Tree of Life, and Being the Golden Lampstand as the Testimony of Jesus for the Building Up of the New Jerusalem 

as the Goal of God’s Eternal Economy 

© Living Stream Ministry, 2022, used by permission                                                                                                                                                                                                     1 

Monday 10/3 

Related Verses 

Rev. 2:7 
7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give 

to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 

2 Cor. 11:2-3 
2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I 

betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure 

virgin to Christ. 

3 But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve 

by his craftiness, your thoughts would be corrupted from 

the simplicity and the purity toward Christ. 

1 Pet. 2:24 
24 Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, 

in order that we, having died to sins, might live to 

righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed. 

Rev. 22:2, 14 
2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the 

tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each 

month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 

the nations. 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may 

have right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates 

into the city. 

Prov. 11:30 
30 The fruit of the righteous man is a tree of life, And he 

who is wise wins souls. 

Prov 3:18 
18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her, And 

happy are those who hold her fast. 

Related Reading 

In the Bible the tree of life always signifies Christ as 

the embodiment of all the riches of God (Col. 2:9) for 

our food (Gen. 2:9; 3:22, 24; Rev. 22:2, 14, 19). In 

Revelation 2:7 it signifies the crucified (implied in the 

tree as a piece of wood—1 Pet. 2:24) and resurrected 

(implied in the life of God—John 11:25) Christ, who 

today is in the church, the consummation of which will 

be the New Jerusalem, in which the crucified and 

resurrected Christ will be the tree of life for the 

nourishment of all God’s redeemed people for eternity 

(Rev. 22:2, 14). (Rev. 2:7, footnote 6)  

--- 

Paul told the Corinthians that he was jealous over 

them with a jealousy of God. He went on to say that he 

had betrothed them to one husband in order to present 

[them as] a pure virgin to Christ...Paul’s word in 2 

Corinthians 11:2...touches our heart in a deep way and 

stirs up our love for the Lord Jesus. Very often the life-

study messages touch our hearts in the same way. After 

reading a few pages of a message, the tender feeling 

within you for the Lord Jesus is stirred up, and you 

realize afresh how dear and precious He 

is...Spontaneously you say, “O Lord Jesus, dear 

Bridegroom, I love You. Lord, thank You for Your word, 

for Your ministry, and for Your recovery.”...The genuine 

ministry stirs up our love for the Lord Jesus as our 

Bridegroom.  

We should say, “Our dear Lord Jesus is our unique 

Husband, and I am part of His virgin...I care only for the 

ministry that ministers Christ to me. He is the pleasant 

and dear One whom I love.”  

The goal of the Lord’s recovery...is to recover Christ 

Himself as the unique Husband for us to love. We should 

belong only to Him. As long as we have been brought as 

a pure virgin to this Husband and love Him, appreciate 

Him, and belong to Him, we shall be preserved. This will 

keep us, sanctify us, saturate us, and transform us...We 

are for Him, and we should be attracted to Him, loving 

Him, appreciating Him, and treasuring Him.  

In 11:3...the apostle Paul indicates that the teachings 

of the Judaizers can be compared to the deceitful word 

spoken by the serpent to Eve in Genesis 3...From reading 

Genesis 3 we know that the serpent distracted Eve from 

the enjoyment of the tree of life. The way he turned her 

away from the enjoyment of the tree of life was to point 

her to another tree, to the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil, which issues in death.  

God’s goal is life. This life, signified by the tree of 

life, is God Himself in Christ as the Spirit. The way of 

the enemy, Satan, the serpent, is to distract people from 

this life. He seeks to turn them to knowledge, good, and 

evil, the issue of which is death. Death is separation from 

the enjoyment of God.  

Satan seeks to separate us from the enjoyment of God 

as our life. For centuries the subtle serpent has been 

using teachings to keep God’s chosen people from 

enjoying Him as their life. For the most part, these 

teachings are related to knowledge, good, and evil. But 

such teachings result in separation from God.  

Any kind of teaching that causes your enjoyment of 

the Lord to cease is something of death, no matter how 

good that teaching seems to be. As long as someone’s 

teaching or preaching deprives us of the enjoyment of the 

Lord as our life supply, that teaching is of the serpent. 

However, the genuine ministry of the Lord always 

strengthens us in the enjoyment of Him as our life supply. 

(Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 462-465, 468, 470).  

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 1, “Elders’ Training, 

Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s Move,” ch. 8; CWWL, 

1972, vol. 1, “Eating the Lord,” chs. 1-2  

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and 

a Proper Consecration, chapter 1, section(s): Using the 

Spirit to Pray-read 

Tuesday  10/4 

Related Verses 

Eph. 5:25 
25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved 

the church and gave Himself up for her 

Eph 6:24 
24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus 

Christ in incorruptibility. 

Eph 1:4 
4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and without blemish before Him in 

love, 

Eph 3:17 
17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts 

through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, 
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Eph 4:2, 15-16 
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, 

bearing one another in love, 

15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into 

Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ, 

16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together 

and being knit together through every joint of the rich 

supply and through the operation in the measure of each 

one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building 

up of itself in love. 

Eph 5:2 
2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and 

gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God for a sweet-smelling savor. 

Related Reading 

In Ephesians the phrase in love, which is rich in 

feeling, is used repeatedly...Later, the church in Ephesus 

was rebuked by the Lord because she had lost her first 

love toward Him (Rev. 2:4)...The church, which is the 

Body of Christ, is also the bride of Christ, Christ’s wife. 

With the Body, the emphasis is on taking Christ as life; 

with the wife, the emphasis is on loving Christ...The 

church in Ephesus, the recipient of this Epistle, failed in 

the matter of loving the Lord. Such a failure became the 

source of and main reason for the failure of the church 

throughout the ages (Rev. 2—3). (Eph. 6:24, footnote 2)  

--- 

The phrase in love occurs six times [in 

Ephesians]...The first instance of in love is in 1:4: “Even 

as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and without blemish before Him in love.”...In 

love could also be joined with the first phrase of verse 5: 

predestinating us unto sonship. Thus, in love in verse 4 

could modify God’s choosing of us, our being holy and 

without blemish before God, or God’s predestinating of 

us.  

The next instance of in love is in 3:17...In order for 

the believers to be rooted for growth in life and grounded 

for building up, they must be in a condition of love. This 

love is not ours; it is the divine love.  

The Lord is waiting for us to give Him the 

opportunity to deeply root and ground us...We need to 

love Him according to His good pleasure. We should 

repent and pray, “Lord, help me to love You not 

according to my preferences but according to You, Your 

heart’s desire, and Your plan.”  

In Ephesians 4 the phrase in love is used three times. 

Verse 2 says, “With all lowliness and meekness, with 

long-suffering, bearing one another in love.”...Our 

natural humanity does not have the ability to bear others, 

especially troublesome ones...If we are in the divine love, 

loving the Lord with this love, we will not care for others’ 

criticism but will quickly let it go.  

The next verse in Ephesians that uses the phrase in 

love is 4:15: “Holding to truth in love, we may grow up 

into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ.” To hold 

to truth is to hold whatever is real, whatever is true. 

According to Ephesians, the true, real things are Christ 

and His Body. Thus, to hold to truth is to hold to Christ 

and the church...We must love the Lord and the church, 

His Body, with the divine love.  

Verse 16 says, “Out from whom all the Body, being 

joined together and being knit together through every 

joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the 

measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body 

unto the building up of itself in love.”  

Ephesians 5:2 says, “Walk in love, even as Christ 

also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering and 

a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.”...We need 

to walk—to live, act, and have our being—in the divine 

love, and it is the divine love with which we should love 

others.  

Paul concludes this Epistle with a blessing: “Grace be 

with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 

incorruptibility” (6:24). We need to love the Lord not in 

a wild way or in any selfish desire or natural good 

intention but in incorruptibility. In this kind of love we 

can be made holy and without blemish, be rooted and 

grounded, bear one another for the oneness of the Body, 

and hold to truth—to Christ as the Head and the church 

as the Body—so that we could be joined, knit, and built 

up together in the Body as an organism for the 

expression of Christ. We also need to walk and have our 

being in the divine love. If we love the Lord in these 

things, we love Him in incorruptibility. (CWWL, 1988, 

vol. 1, pp. 551, 554-556)  

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, pp. 551-556, 573-

580; CWWL, 1963, vol. 3, “Basic Principles of the 

Experience of Life,” ch. 6  

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and 

a Proper Consecration, chapter 1, section(s): 

Exercising to Have a Living Spirit 

 

Wednesday  10/5 

Related Verses 

Rev. 2:4 
4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left 

your first love. 

Mark 12:30-31 
30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your 

whole heart and from your whole soul and from your 

whole mind and from your whole strength." 

31 The second is this: "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself." There is no other commandment greater than 

these. 

Deut 6:4-5 
4 Hear, O Israel, Jehovah is our God; Jehovah is one. 

5 And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

Luke 10:27-28 
27 And he answered and said, "You shall love the Lord 

your God from your whole heart and with your whole 

soul and with your whole strength and with your whole 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself." 

28 And He said to him, You have answered correctly; do 

this, and you shall have life. 

1 John 4:21 
21 And this commandment we have from Him, that he 

who loves God love his brother also. 
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Matt. 24:12-13 
12 And because lawlessness will be multiplied, the love 

of the many will grow cold. 

13 But he who has endured to the end, this one shall be 

saved. 

Related Reading 

I must testify that I love the Lord. I received the Lord 

sixty-seven years ago in 1925. After all these years, I feel 

that the Lord is still so intimate to me and that I am so 

close to Him...I care for this dear One, this living One. 

Whenever I mention His name, I am happy. When we 

wake up in the morning, the first thing we should do is 

say, “O Lord Jesus. O Lord Jesus.” It is better to add, “I 

love You.” We should say, “O Lord Jesus, I love You. O 

Lord Jesus, I love You.” How intimate, how sweet, and 

how affectionate this is!  

Quite often I would not do some things, not merely 

because they are not right or because I fear God but 

because I love Him. I would say, “Lord Jesus, I love You, 

so I cannot do this.”  

We need to overcome the loss of the first love. The 

church in Ephesus was a good church. It was an orderly 

church and a formal church (Rev. 2:2-3). Surely, we 

would like such a church, but such an orderly church had 

left the first love (v. 4). The Greek word for first is the 

same as that translated “best” in Luke 15:22. Our first 

love toward the Lord must be the best love for Him. 

When the prodigal son in Luke 15 came back home, the 

father told the servants to bring the best robe. Best here 

means the first. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 4, “The 

Overcomers,” p. 202)  

--- 

The first love is the love that is God Himself. In the 

Bible we are told that God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). In the 

whole universe, only God is love. The Lord charges the 

husbands to love their wives. But it is impossible for the 

husbands to love their wives in themselves because we 

are not love. There is only one person who is love—God.  

God is not only the best but also the first. In the 

whole universe, God is first...God is the beginning [cf. 

Gen. 1:1]. God is the first. Colossians tells us that our 

Christ must have the first place (1:18b). He must have 

the preeminence. Christ must be the first...To recover the 

first love is to consider the Lord Jesus as the first in 

everything. If we make Christ everything in our life, that 

means we have overcome the loss of the first love.  

Christ should be first not only in big things but also 

in small things...We should give Christ the preeminence 

in the way that we dress and the way that we style our 

hair. When we give Christ the preeminence in everything, 

this is to recover the loss of the first love.  

The first love must be to have God, Christ, the Lord, 

our Master, as the first One in everything.  

At times when I am getting dressed, I talk to the Lord 

by saying, “Lord, do You like this shirt? Do You like this 

pair of shoes?” Such a talk is very intimate with the Lord 

as the first love. To recover the first love is to give Him 

the preeminence in great things as well as in small things. 

The husbands should give Christ the preeminence in the 

way that they talk to their wives. We need to ask the 

Lord to forgive us for all the things in which we do not 

give Him the preeminence.  

In all things we should give the preeminence to Christ. 

If we do this, our Christian life will be different, and our 

feeling will be different. Throughout the day we will be 

happy in the Lord. When we are joyful in and with the 

Lord, everything is pleasant. On the other hand, when we 

are not joyful in the Lord and with the Lord, everything 

is unpleasant. The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with 

those who love Him (Eph. 6:24). Thus, the first thing that 

we have to overcome is the leaving of the first love. The 

leaving of the first love is the source of and main reason 

for the failure of the church throughout the ages. (CWWL, 

1991-1992, vol. 4, “The Overcomers,” pp. 202-204)  

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 4, “The 

Overcomers,” chs. 2-3; CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Life 

Messages, Volume 2,” chs. 68-69  

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and 

a Proper Consecration, chapter 1, section(s): 

Exercising Three Organs--the Spirit, the Heart, and the 

Mind 

Thursday  10/6 

Related Verses 

Rev. 2:5, 7, 1-4 
5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and 

repent and do the first works; but if not, I am coming to 

you and will remove your lampstand out of its place, 

unless you repent. 

7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give 

to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. 

1 To the messenger of the church in Ephesus write: 

These things says He who holds the seven stars in His 

right hand, He who walks in the midst of the seven 

golden lampstands: 

2 I know your works and your labor and your endurance 

and that you cannot bear evil men; and you have tried 

those who call themselves apostles and are not, and have 

found them to be false; 

3 And you have endurance and have borne all things 

because of My name and have not grown weary. 

4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left 

your first love. 

Rev 1:9 
9 I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the 

tribulation and kingdom and endurance in Jesus, was on 

the island called Patmos because of the word of God and 

the testimony of Jesus. 

Gen. 2:9 
9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow 

every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, 

as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

John 8:12 
12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the 

light of the world; he who follows Me shall by no means 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

Related Reading 
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Eating the tree of life, that is, enjoying Christ as our 

life supply, should be the primary matter in the church 

life. The content of the church life depends on the 

enjoyment of Christ. The more we enjoy Him, the richer 

the content will be. But to enjoy Christ requires us to 

love Him with the first love. If we leave our first love 

toward the Lord, we will miss the enjoyment of Christ 

and lose the testimony of Jesus; consequently, the 

lampstand will be removed from us. These three things—

loving the Lord, enjoying the Lord, and being the 

testimony of the Lord—go together. (Rev. 2:7, footnote 6)  

--- 

In such a good, orderly, and formal church like the 

church in Ephesus, we need to first overcome the loss of 

the first love. The second thing that we need is to 

maintain the eating of Christ as the tree of life.  

If we give the preeminence to Christ in everything 

and enjoy Him as the tree of life every day, we will be 

marvelous, overcoming Christians. When we enjoy 

Christ as the tree of life, we have the Paradise of God [cf. 

Rev. 2:7]...Today our paradise is the church life.  

If you do not give the preeminence to the Lord or 

enjoy the Lord, even for a month, the church life may 

become an unpleasant place to you...But when you 

overcome the loss of the first love and maintain your 

eating of Christ, your enjoying of the Lord, right away 

the church life becomes paradise to you. Thus, our 

sensation and our attitude toward the church depend 

upon our situation. If we give the Lord the preeminence 

in everything and enjoy Him as the tree of life 

throughout the day, right away the church, regardless of 

its condition, becomes paradise to us. This is why the 

Lord says that we have to eat the tree of life in the 

Paradise of God.  

We need to overcome the leaving of the first love, to 

maintain the eating of Christ as the tree of life, and to 

shine forth the divine light as the lampstand (Rev. 2:5b). 

Love is related to life, and life is related to light. Love, 

life, and light are a trinity. If you make Christ the first in 

everything, you have love. If you have this love, you 

have life, and you will enjoy the Lord. If you have life, 

this life becomes light to you. The light of the lampstand, 

the church, shines forth corporately versus 

individualistically in the dark night of the church age.  

If we are enjoying Christ as our love, life, and light, 

we will keep the testimony of Jesus as the shining of the 

lampstand in our locality (12:17b). We will testify of 

Christ’s person as God and as man and of Christ’s human 

living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, descension, 

and second appearing. The shining of the light is a 

testimony. In every aspect of our daily life, we should be 

shining forth Christ.  

We need to remember these four words that begin 

with the letter l—love, life, light, and lampstand...We 

must give the Lord Jesus the preeminence in every way 

and in everything to recover the first love. Then we will 

enjoy Him as the tree of life, and this life right away 

becomes the light of life (John 8:12). Then we will be 

shining in our daily life and corporately as the lampstand. 

Otherwise, the lampstand will be removed from us 

individually and from the church corporately.  

If today we take Christ as the first in everything, we 

will have love, we will enjoy Him as life, we will shine 

forth with Him as light, and we will become the shining 

lampstand as the testimony of Jesus. (CWWL, 1991-1992, 

vol. 4, “The Overcomers,” pp. 204-206)  

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 10; Life-

study of Exodus, msgs. 92-93, 95; CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, 

“The Lord’s Recovery of Eating,” ch. 1  

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and 

a Proper Consecration, chapter 1, section(s): The Heart 

Being Pure 

 

Friday  10/7 

Related Verses 

S. S. 1:2-4 
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your 

love is better than wine. 

3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; Your 

name is like ointment poured forth; Therefore the virgins 

love you. 

4 Draw me; we will run after you - The king has brought 

me into his chambers - We will be glad and rejoice in 

you; We will extol your love more than wine. Rightly do 

they love you. 

2 Cor. 5:14-15 
14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have 

judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; 

15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer 

live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has 

been raised. 

Eph. 4:15-16 
15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into 

Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ, 

16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together 

and being knit together through every joint of the rich 

supply and through the operation in the measure of each 

one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building 

up of itself in love. 

1 Tim. 1:14 
14 And the grace of our Lord superabounded with faith 

and love in Christ Jesus. 

Gal. 5:6 
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision avails anything 

nor uncircumcision, but faith avails, operating through 

love. 

Related Reading 

Life is a person, and there is no other way to apply 

and enjoy this person but by love. We need to love Him. 

Some of the saints in past centuries used to pray, “Lord, 

show me Your love that I may love You.” We need to 

pray the same prayer. Once we see the love of Jesus, we 

will be so constrained, so captured, and so attracted. We 

will spontaneously love Him. Then by loving Him, we 

will enjoy Him. This is life, and since this life is a person, 

there is no other way for us to experience Him but by 

love. Only by loving Jesus can we enjoy Him.  

If we are going to deal with this person, we must 

have a hot and loving heart, a heart so full of affection 

that we would contact Him all the time...The Song of 
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Songs illustrates how the Lord Jesus is altogether lovely. 

This book shows how the Lord is so attractive and how 

we are those who love Him...We can say a thousand 

times, “Lord Jesus, You are altogether lovely! O Lord 

Jesus, You are altogether lovely!” (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, 

“Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” 

pp. 234-235)  

--- 

Give yourself to love the Lord. No other way is so 

prevailing, and no other way is so safe, so rich, and so 

full of enjoyment. Just love Him. Do not care for 

anything else. Teachings, doctrines, gifts, and power do 

not mean much. We must continually tell the Lord, 

“Lord, keep me in Your love! Attract me with Yourself! 

Keep me all the time in Your loving presence!” If we 

will pray in this way, we will see what love we will have 

toward the Lord and what kind of life we will live. We 

will simply live by the Lord Himself. As long as we love 

Him from the deepest part of our being, everything will 

be all right. If we need wisdom, He will be the wisdom to 

us. If we need power, He will be the power. If we need 

the proper and adequate knowledge, He will even be that 

to us. Whatever we need, He is. Do not try to get 

anything else; just look to Him that He would reveal His 

love to you. Song of Songs 1:4 says, “Draw me; we will 

run after you.” We must ask the Lord to draw us, and 

then others will run after Him with us. To take Him as 

our life, we must love Him in such a way.  

In Revelation 2 the degradation of the church began 

with the loss of the first love toward the Lord Jesus. The 

church in Ephesus had many good works and was even 

strong in faith, but the Lord rebuked her by saying, “I 

have one thing against you, that you have left your first 

love” (v. 4). They had lost the fresh and best love toward 

the Lord. This started the degradation of the churches. 

When we lose our love for the Lord, we start to backslide. 

We must go to the Lord and make a deal with Him: 

“Lord, be merciful to me! I do not need anything or 

anyone else but Your loving self. Simply show me 

Yourself! Draw me that we may run after You. O Lord, 

show me Your love that I might be constrained by Your 

love! I do not want to do anything for You, Lord. I just 

want to love You. I just want to take You as my person. I 

want Your personality as my personality, Your will as 

my will, Your desires as my desires. I want Your 

everything as my everything.”  

Thus, we see that it is not simply a matter of 

believing but also a matter of loving. We must learn to 

love the Lord Jesus. If we have such a burning love 

toward the Lord Jesus, we will enjoy all that He is...Go 

to the Lord and ask Him to draw you that you may run 

after Him. You must realize that the zoe life is such a 

loving, wonderful person and that love is the way to deal 

with Him. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as 

Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” pp. 237-238)  

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 3, “The Greatest 

Prophecy in the Bible and Its Fulfillment,” ch. 8  

Corporate Reading: The Meaning of Human Life and 

a Proper Consecration, chapter 1, section(s): The Mind 

Being Renewed and Transformed 

 

Saturday  10/8 

Related Verses 

John 14:21, 23 
21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is 

the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I will love him and will 

manifest Myself to him. 

23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, 

he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and 

We will come to him and make an abode with him. 

1 Cor. 2:9 
9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and 

ear has not heard and which have not come up in man's 

heart; things which God has prepared for those who love 

Him." 

1 Cor 16:22 
22 If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed! 

The Lord comes! 

S. S. 1:2-4 
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your 

love is better than wine. 

3 Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; Your 

name is like ointment poured forth; Therefore the virgins 

love you. 

4 Draw me; we will run after you - The king has brought 

me into his chambers - We will be glad and rejoice in 

you; We will extol your love more than wine. Rightly do 

they love you. 

Related Reading 

We need to be a lover of the Lord Jesus all day long. 

This is why the most significant aspect of the miniature 

of the church life in John 12 is the love that poured the 

ointment upon the Lord. We all must love Him. His 

presence is always related to our love toward Him. The 

more we love Him, the more we enjoy His presence. 

What is His presence? It is simply the enjoyment of 

Himself...The more we love Him, the more we shall have 

His presence. The more we are in His presence, the more 

we shall enjoy all that He is to us. We need only to love 

Him...I have been loving Him for fifty years, and today I 

feel that He is more lovable than ever. No one is as 

lovely as He is. Song of Songs says that He is altogether 

lovely (5:16, KJV). The Lord’s recovery is a recovery of 

loving the Lord Jesus. If we do not love Him, we are 

finished with His recovery. (Life-study of John, pp. 382-

383)  

--- 

Verses 21 and 23 of John 14 show the Son 

manifesting Himself to His lover and the Father coming 

with Him to make an abode with the Son’s lover. After 

the abiding of the Spirit in us, the Son will manifest 

Himself to His lovers. It is possible to be a believer of 

Jesus Christ but not be a lover of Him. When we believe 

in Him, the three of the Divine Trinity come to abide in 

us. But after we believe in Him and know that He is 

abiding in us, we need to love Him...We may be the 

believers of Christ, but how many among us are the 

lovers of Jesus? The Father as the object is in Jesus as the 

embodiment, this embodiment is in the Spirit as His 

realization, and this realization is the very Spirit who is 
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now abiding in all of us. But we need to ask whether or 

not we enjoy the manifestation of the Lord Jesus to us 

daily and even hourly.  

In the morning we may have had a time with the Lord 

to enjoy His manifestation, but later we might become 

unhappy with our spouse and lose the Lord’s 

manifestation to us. This, however, does not mean that 

we have lost the abiding of the Spirit within us. Some 

Christians feel that when they lose the manifestation of 

Jesus, they have lost their salvation, but this is not true, 

because the Spirit always abides in the believers...Our 

salvation...is not an “elevator salvation” but a “stairway,” 

from which we can never be removed. Although we are 

on this stairway, we want to enjoy the blessing of the top 

part of the stairway. We want to be on the “top floor,” 

not in the “basement.” This is why we need to love the 

Lord Jesus and say, “Lord Jesus, I love You.” As we love 

Him, we are brought up to the top floor. Then we see 

everything in the heavens. If we do not love Him, we are 

at the bottom of the stairway where we can see very little. 

But this does not mean that we have lost our salvation. 

We are still on the stairway of His salvation.  

When we love Him, not only does His Spirit abide in 

us but also He Himself will manifest Himself to us. This 

means that we have the presence of the One whom we 

love in our fellowship with Him. If we love Jesus, Jesus 

loves us, and the Father loves us also. When the Son 

manifests Himself to us, the Father comes with Him to 

make an abode with us, to stay with us. We need to be 

brought more and more into the manifestation of the Son 

to us, with the Father and the Son making an abode with 

us. We need to go up the stairway of the Lord’s salvation 

by loving Him. Then He will manifest Himself to us, and 

the Father and the Son will make Their abode with us for 

our enjoyment. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and 

with the Divine Trinity,” pp. 304-305)  

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 32; CWWL, 

1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the Divine Trinity,”    

ch. 4  

Lord’s Day  10/9 

Related Verses 

John 21:9-17 
9 Then when they got out onto the land, they saw a fire 

of coals laid there, and fish lying on it and bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, Bring some of the fish that you 

have just now caught. 

11 Simon Peter therefore went up and hauled the net to 

the land full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and 

though there were so many, the net was not torn. 

12 Jesus said to them, Come and have breakfast. But 

none of the disciples dared to inquire of Him, Who are 

you? knowing that it was the Lord. 

13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, 

and the fish likewise. 

14 This was now the third time that Jesus was manifested 

to the disciples after He had been raised from the dead. 

15 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to 

Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me more 

than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I 

love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs. 

16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of 

John, do you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You 

know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My 

sheep. 

17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do 

you love Me? Peter was grieved that He said to him the 

third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, 

You know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus 

said to him, Feed My sheep. 

Further Reading: 

CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 4, “The Overcomers,” chs. 2-3 

Life-study of Revelation, msg. 10 

Life-study of John, msg. 32 

Hymns, #547 

1 Something every heart is loving: 

  If not Jesus, none can rest; 

Lord, my heart to Thee is given; 

  Take it, for it loves Thee best. 

2 Thus I cast the world behind me; 

  Jesus most beloved shall be; 

Beauteous more than all things beauteous, 

  He alone is joy to me. 

3 Bright with all eternal radiance 

  Is the glory of Thy face; 

Thou art loving, sweet, and tender, 

  Full of pity, full of grace. 

4 When I hated, Thou didst love me, 

  Shedd’st for me Thy precious blood; 

Still Thou lovest, lovest ever, 

  Shall I not love Thee, my God? 

5 Keep my heart still faithful to Thee, 

  That my earthly life may be 

But a shadow to that glory 

  Of my hidden life in Thee. 

 


