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Monday 11/29 
Related Verses 

Acts 26:19 
19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision,  
Eph. 1:17-18 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the full knowledge of Him,  
18 The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what 
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
Eph. 3:9-10 
9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy 
of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has been 
hidden in God, who created all things,  
10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the 
heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be made 
known through the church,  
1 Tim. 4:6 
6 If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a 
good minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the 
words of the faith and of the good teaching which you have 
closely followed.  
Phil 3:13-14 
13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; 
but one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind 
and stretching forward to the things which are before,  
14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in 
Christ Jesus has called me upward.  
1 Tim. 1:3-4 
3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into 
Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might 
charge certain ones not to teach different things  
4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, 
which produce questionings rather than God's economy, 
which is in faith.  
Rom. 8:29 
29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;  

   
Related Reading 

During the past nineteen hundred years, countless 
numbers of Christians have been serving God....Some...are 

serving according to the vision revealed in the New 
Testament Gospels, which has to do only with the earthly 
ministry of Jesus. Some serve without any vision at all. In 
order to serve God according to the up-to-date vision, we 
need to come up to the level of Paul’s very last Epistles. In 
fact, we need to come up to the level of the epistles to the 
seven churches in Revelation as well as the revelation that 
covers all the ages, including the kingdom, the new heaven 
and new earth, and the ultimate consummation of the 
church—the New Jerusalem. Simply put, in order for us to 
serve God today, our vision must extend all the way from 
the first vision of Adam in Genesis to the ultimate vision 
of the manifestation of the church, the New Jerusalem.  

Today we can be in one accord because we have only 
one vision and one view. We are all in this up-to-date, all-
inheriting vision. (The Vision of the Age, pp. 48, 54)  

--- 
I truly believe that the vision Saul saw on the way to 

Damascus was more advanced than the one Peter saw. In 
the New Testament records concerning Peter and in his 
own Epistles, we do not see any mention of the Triune God 
working Himself into us to make us His duplication. We 
do not see anything about the believers being built up into 
the Body of Christ to be one with the Triune God as His 
organism. But on the way to Damascus, Paul saw a vision. 
The Lord said to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?” (Acts 9:4). The “Me” here is a corporate Me; it 
includes the Lord Jesus and all His believers. Although the 
word Me is a small word, it speaks of a great vision.  

Paul’s vision was indeed profound. At the beginning of 
Galatians, he refers to the Son of God (1:16). When we 
speak of the Son of God, we have to realize that this 
involves the Triune God. The Triune God was revealed to 
Paul, and Paul became one of His members. All the 
members together with Paul were constituted to become 
His Body and were joined to Him to become an enlarged 
“Me.” Although the vision Paul saw at the beginning was 
so high and profound, he did not take up his ministry 
immediately. In Acts 13 a few prophets and teachers were 
serving the Lord and fasting together in Antioch. It was 
then that the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me now 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them” (v. 2). It was not until then that Paul became clear 
concerning the vision he had received earlier and was sent 
to fulfill the ministry that he had received.  

Both Barnabas and Saul were Jews, yet they were sent 
to preach the gospel throughout the Gentile lands. This was 
not a small vision. In his own time Peter was sent only to 
make a brief contact with a Gentile and to visit his home. 
Here Paul received a serious commission: “Go, for I will 
send you forth far away to the Gentiles” (22:21). This 
means he was to go to the Gentile lands, nation by nation 
and city by city. This is a great vision: “That in Christ Jesus 
the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
Body and fellow partakers of the promise through the 
gospel” (Eph. 3:6).  

The Lord’s recovery was brought to us through our 
dear Brother Nee. Because of this he became a target of 
attack. In 1934...I told Brother Nee, “Even if one day you 
do not take this way, I will still take this way. I am not 
taking this way because of you, and I will not leave this 
way because of you. I have seen that this is the Lord’s way. 
I have seen the vision.” (The Vision of the Age, pp. 42-43, 
49-50)  

 
Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “Crucial 

Words of Leading in the Lord’s Recovery, Book 1: The 
Vision and Definite Steps for the Practice of the New Way,” 
chs. 1-3  

Corporate Reading of “How to Enjoy God and How 
to Practice the Enjoyment of God” Chapter 1 – Sections: 
Enjoying God;  God Being Enjoyable	

 
Tuesday  11/30 

Related Verses 
Rev. 21:2 
2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.  
Rev. 22:1-2  
1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb in the middle of its street.  
2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree 
of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  
Prov. 29:18a 
18a Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint;  
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Jer. 2:13 
13 For My people have committed two evils: They have 
forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew out for 
themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, Which hold no water. 
John 4:14b 
14b but the water that I will give him will become in him 
a fountain of water gushing up into eternal life. 
John 7:37-39 
37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to Me and drink.  
38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of 
his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.  
39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who 
believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was 
not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

 
Related Reading 

The sixty-six books of the Bible consummate in the 
New Jerusalem. The totality of all the positive things 
recorded in the sixty-six books of the Bible is the New 
Jerusalem. On the one hand, we may say that the Bible 
unveils to us the central line of the divine revelation, which 
is God’s economy and God’s dispensing. On the other 
hand, we may say in brief that the totality of what the Bible 
reveals to us is the New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is 
the total composition of the entire revelation of the Bible. 
(Life-study of Isaiah, p. 348) 

--- 
God is the One who had a purpose and who made a 

plan in eternity past and who created all things for the 
fulfillment of His plan. The Lamb is the One who 
redeemed us, the One who has accomplished a full 
redemption to fulfill God’s plan. Thus, the throne of God 
and of the Lamb [in Revelation 22:1] denotes that this 
throne is to carry out God’s plan through Christ’s 
redemption. Both God’s plan and Christ’s redemption are 
being carried out through this throne. The throne is the 
very source from which the river of water of life flows, and 
it flows with the tree of life growing in it (v. 2). The throne 
for the accomplishment of God’s eternal purpose is to flow 
out God Himself so that by this flow of life His purpose 
could be accomplished.  

Do not think that the New Jerusalem is merely 
something objective in the future for a certain group of 

people. We have to realize that what is recorded in 
Revelation 21 and 22 should be experienced by us today 
in a very personal way. Experientially speaking, every 
proper and normal Christian is “a little New Jerusalem.” 
Whatever is ascribed to the New Jerusalem corporately 
should be experienced by us individually and personally. 
With and in each one of us are the three gates of the Divine 
Trinity. Furthermore, in each one of us there must be the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. We must enthrone Him in 
our heart and in our spirit. In other words, in the very 
center of our being there should be the throne of God and 
of the Lamb.  

In our Christian experience the unique item should be 
the throne of the One who purposed and of the One who 
redeemed. Such a throne must be set up in our entire being, 
and this should be the center of our Christian life. This 
means that we would accept the God who purposed and 
the Christ who redeemed us as our Head, Lord, and 
authority. We should be willing to subject ourselves to 
such a headship. We adore Him as the Lord, and we take 
Him as our authority. We enthrone Him in our being and 
in our Christian life.  

We are not here living for ourselves. We are living and 
existing for the accomplishment of God’s purpose, to carry 
out what Christ has accomplished. Therefore, we 
experience the One on the throne in His headship and 
lordship, and we submit ourselves to such an authority. In 
our daily life, in our family life, in our marriage life, in our 
business life, and in our church life the center must be 
God’s throne. Everything should be subjected to His 
headship.  

Whenever we would subject ourselves to this headship, 
we immediately sense something full of God’s riches 
flowing within us. This is the flow of the Triune God as 
life, the life supply, and everything to our being. Within us 
we sense such a flow, and this flow is from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb as the water of life. (CWWL, 1984, 
vol. 3, “God’s New Testament Economy,” pp. 459-460)  

 
Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, 

“Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” chs. 13-14, 
16; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “The God-men,” ch. 4  

Corporate Reading of “How to Enjoy God and How 
to Practice the Enjoyment of God” Chapter 1 – Sections: 
God Being Our Life 

Wednesday  12/1 
Related Verses 

John 3:15 
15 That every one who believes into Him may have eternal 
life.  
Rom. 8:30 
30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also called; 
and those whom He called, these He also justified; and 
those whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
Rev. 21:11 
11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most 
precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal.  
Phil. 2:5 
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,  
Eph. 1:4-5 
4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and without blemish before Him in love,  
5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,  
2 Peter 1:4 
4 Through which He has granted to us precious and 
exceedingly great promises that through these you might 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world by lust.  
Heb. 2:10 
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and 
through whom are all things, in leading many sons into 
glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings.  

 
Related Reading 

The co-workers must see that we should do only one 
work, which is to make God’s chosen people regenerated 
ones, sanctified ones, renewed ones (the new man), 
transformed ones, conformed ones (those conformed to the 
image of the firstborn Son of God), and glorified ones. All 
those who will be in the New Jerusalem are this kind of 
people.  

We go up level by level until we reach the highest point, 
where we become the same. There is no more flesh and no 
more natural being. All are in the spirit. All are in the 
kingdom of the heavens, and all are beings of the New 
Jerusalem.  
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[We] should only do the work of the New Jerusalem. 
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, p. 529)  

--- 
First, as the God-men, we have the divine right to 

participate in God’s life. John 3:15 tells us that everyone 
who believes into the Lord Jesus will have eternal life. 
Eternal life is the divine life, the life of God....Through 
regeneration He has put, has dispensed, His life into our 
being.  

As God-men, we also have the divine right to 
participate in God’s nature. [In] Ephesians 1:4...we see that 
God chose us in Christ with a particular purpose—to make 
us holy. Holy means not only sanctified, separated unto 
God, but also different, distinct, from everything 
common....For us, God’s chosen ones, to be holy is to 
partake of God’s divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4).  

Because we have become God-men through 
regeneration, we also have the right to participate in God’s 
mind. This means that we, who are human, can have a 
divine mind. Philippians 2:5 says, “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” We need to let Christ’s 
mind be our mind.  

Next, the God-men have the divine right to participate 
in God’s being. Our basis for saying this is Paul’s word in 
2 Corinthians 3:18 about our being transformed into the 
Lord’s image “even as from the Lord Spirit.” This 
indicates that the work of transformation is done not by 
something of the Lord Spirit but by the Lord Spirit Himself. 
Hence, we are being transformed with God’s very being.  

As God-men, we also have the divine right to 
participate in God’s image. Second Corinthians 3:18 says 
that we are being “transformed into the same image.” This 
is the image of the resurrected and glorified Christ. In 
God’s creation man was made in God’s image in an 
outward way, but the image into which we are being 
transformed is something inward. To be transformed into 
the same image is to be conformed to the resurrected and 
glorified Christ, as the firstborn Son of God, to be made 
the same as He is (Rom. 8:29).  

Eventually, we will be brought into God’s glory to 
participate in His glory. Hebrews 2:10 says that God is 
leading many sons into glory. Paul refers to this in Romans 
8:30: “Those whom He predestinated, these He also called; 
and those whom He called, these He also justified; and 
those whom He justified, these He also glorified.” 

Glorification is the step in God’s complete salvation in 
which God will completely saturate our body with the 
glory of His life and nature. In this way He will transfigure 
our body, conforming it to the resurrected, glorious body 
of His Son (Phil. 3:21). This is the ultimate step in God’s 
organic salvation, wherein God obtains a full expression, 
which will be manifested ultimately in the New Jerusalem. 
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Incarnation, Inclusion, and 
Intensification,” pp. 214-217)  

 
Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, 

“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” msgs. 
5-6  

Corporate Reading of “How to Enjoy God and How 
to Practice the Enjoyment of God” Chapter 1 – Sections: 
God Being Our Husband; God Being Our Food and Drink 
 
Thursday  12/2 

Related Verses 
2 Cor. 3:6, 8-9, 2-3, 17-18 
6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new 
covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  
8 How shall the ministry of the Spirit not be more in glory?  
9 For if there is glory with the ministry of condemnation, 
much more the ministry of righteousness abounds with 
glory.  
2 You are our letter, inscribed in our hearts, known and 
read by all men,  
3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of 
Christ ministered by us, inscribed not with ink but with the 
Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone but in tablets 
of hearts of flesh.  
17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  
18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting 
like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the 
Lord Spirit.  
1 Cor. 1:30 
30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
wisdom to us from God: both righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption,  
 
 

Phil. 3:9 
9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness 
which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on 
faith,  
Rev. 19:8 
8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine 
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the 
righteousnesses of the saints.  

 
Related Reading 

In 2 Corinthians 3:3...the word with indicates that the 
spiritual ink, the Spirit of the living God, is an essence, an 
element, used by the one doing the inscribing or the 
writing....The Spirit is neither the writer nor the instrument 
used for writing; rather, the Spirit is the essence, the 
element, the substance, used in writing. The Spirit of the 
living God, who is the living God Himself, is not an 
instrument, such as a pen, but an element...with which the 
apostles minister Christ as the content for the writing of 
living letters that convey Christ.  

The ministry of the new covenant is not that of mere 
teaching. None of your teachers in school ever inscribed 
an essence into your being. They may have put concepts 
into you, but they did not deposit the essence of anything 
into you. However, the new covenant ministry does more 
than merely teach us; it inscribes us. Furthermore, this new 
covenant ministry inscribes us not with concepts, 
knowledge, or theology, but with an essence, with 
something real and substantial....Through the new 
covenant ministry Christ has been inscribed into us. A 
divine essence has been written into our being, and this 
essence is the Spirit. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 216-
217)  

-- 
The Spirit is the anointing Spirit and the sealing Spirit. 

This Spirit is also in our hearts as a pledge, a foretaste (2 
Cor. 1:21-22)....In chapter 3 there are five aspects of this 
subjective Spirit. First, He is the writing Spirit (v. 3); then 
He is the life-giving Spirit (v. 6). He is also the ministering 
Spirit, who always ministers something of Christ into us 
(v. 8). He is the liberating Spirit (v. 17) to liberate us from 
all the things that bind us. He liberates us from the bondage 
of doctrines, the letter, the written codes and regulations. 
He delivers us by taking away all the veils so that we can 



Vital Factors for the Recovery of the Church Life  – Week 2 
Morning Watch                                             The Factor of Closely Following the Completed Vision of the Age through the Ministry of the Age                  Nov. 29–Dec. 5 2021 

© Living Stream Ministry, 2020, used by permission                                                                                                                                                                                                     4 

behold and reflect Christ with an unveiled face. Then He 
is the transforming Spirit [v. 18].  

This wonderful Spirit transmits all the riches of Christ 
with the fullness of the Father into us. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 
1, “The Experience of Christ as Life for the Building Up 
of the Church,” p. 384) Objective righteousness is Christ 
as God’s righteousness given to us to be our righteousness, 
and this righteousness erases God’s righteous judgment on 
us, the sinners. Adam brought judgment to us through sin. 
Christ as righteousness erases this judgment. Judgment 
comes from sin, but righteousness comes from grace. 
Grace is also Christ. It is God in the Son to be enjoyed by 
us.  

Objective righteousness issues in grace, and grace 
issues in subjective righteousness. Eventually, all three—
objective righteousness, grace, and subjective 
righteousness—are Christ Himself. Objective 
righteousness is Christ given to us, grace is Christ enjoyed 
by us, and subjective righteousness is Christ lived out of 
us. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of 
the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 264)  

[In Revelation 19:8] the word righteousnesses refers to 
Christ as our subjective righteousness, Christ lived out of 
us. The righteousness (Christ) that we received for our 
salvation (1 Cor. 1:30) is objective and enables us to meet 
the requirement of the righteous God, whereas the 
righteousnesses of the overcoming believers are subjective 
(Phil. 3:9) and enable them to meet the requirement of the 
overcoming Christ. If we would have these 
righteousnesses, we must have Christ Himself lived out of 
us to be our subjective righteousnesses. (Life-study of the 
Psalms, pp. 265-266)  

 
Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 

25-29; CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ as 
Life for the Building Up of the Church,” chs. 8-9  

Corporate Reading of “How to Enjoy God and How 
to Practice the Enjoyment of God” Chapter 1 – Sections: 
God Being Our Habitation; God Being Our Light of Life; 
God Being Our Strength; God Being Our Love, Joy, and 
Comfort; God Being Our Healing; God Being Our 
Guidance; God Being Our All 

 
Friday  12/3 

Related Verses 

2 Cor. 5:18-21, 14-15 
18 But all things are out from God, who has reconciled us 
to Himself through Christ and has given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation;  
19 Namely, that God in Christ was reconciling the world 
to Himself, not accounting their offenses to them, and has 
put in us the word of reconciliation.  
20 On behalf of Christ then we are ambassadors, as God 
entreats you through us; we beseech you on behalf of 
Christ, Be reconciled to God.  
21 Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have 
judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died;  
15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer 
live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has 
been raised.  
Matt. 27:51 
51 And behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from 
top to bottom, and the earth was shaken and the rocks were 
split,  
Rom. 1:15 
15 So, for my part, I am ready to announce the gospel to 
you also who are in Rome.  
Hebrew 9:3 
3 And after the second veil, a tabernacle, which is called 
the Holy of Holies,  
Heb. 10:20 
20 Which entrance He initiated for us as a new and living 
way through the veil, that is, His flesh,  

   
Related Reading 

In 2 Corinthians 5:18 through 20 Paul goes on to speak 
of the ministry of reconciliation....Paul’s word in verse 20 
about being reconciled to God is not directed to sinners; it 
is directed to the believers in Corinth. These believers had 
already been reconciled to God partially. However, they 
had not been fully reconciled to Him....In 1 Corinthians 1 
Paul refers to them as saints, as those who had been called 
by God into the fellowship of His Son. Therefore, they 
surely had been reconciled to God to some degree. (Life-
study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 321-322)  

--- 
The believers at Corinth, after being reconciled to God 

partially, still lived in the flesh, in the outward man. 
Between them and God there was the separating veil of the 

flesh, of the natural man. This veil corresponds to the veil 
inside the tabernacle, the veil that separated the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies, not to the veil at the entrance to 
the Holy Place. The Corinthian believers may have been 
in the Holy Place, but they were not in the Holy of 
Holies,...where God is. Therefore, they had not been 
reconciled to God in full.  

In 2 Corinthians 5:19 it is the world that is to be 
reconciled to God. In verse 20 it is the believers, those who 
have already been reconciled to God, who are to be 
reconciled to Him further. This clearly indicates that there 
are two steps for people to be fully reconciled to God. The 
first step is as sinners to be reconciled to God from sin. For 
this purpose Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3) that they 
may be forgiven by God. This is the objective aspect of 
Christ’s death. In this aspect He bore our sins on the cross 
that God might judge them upon Him for us. The second 
step is as believers living in the natural life to be reconciled 
to God from the flesh. For this purpose Christ died for us—
the persons—that we may live to Him in resurrection life 
(2 Cor. 5:14-15). This is the subjective aspect of Christ’s 
death. In this aspect for us He was made sin to be judged 
and done away with by God that we may become the 
righteousness of God in Him. By the two aspects of His 
death He has fully reconciled God’s chosen people to God.  

These two steps of reconciliation are clearly portrayed 
by the two veils of the tabernacle. The first veil is called 
the screen (Exo. 26:36). A sinner was brought to God 
through the reconciliation of the atoning blood to enter into 
the Holy Place by passing this screen. This typifies the first 
step of reconciliation. The second veil (Exo. 26:31-35; 
Heb. 9:3) still separated him from God who is in the Holy 
of Holies. This veil needed to be rent that he might be 
brought to God in the Holy of Holies. This is the second 
step of reconciliation. The Corinthian believers had been 
reconciled to God, for they had passed through the first 
veil and had entered into the Holy Place. But they still 
lived in the flesh. They needed to pass the second veil, 
which has already been rent (Matt. 27:51; Heb. 10:20), to 
enter into the Holy of Holies to live with God in their spirit 
(1 Cor. 6:17). The goal of this Epistle is to bring them here 
that they may be persons in the spirit (1 Cor. 2:14), in the 
Holy of Holies. This is what the apostle means by saying, 
“Be reconciled to God.”  

Although the Corinthians had been saved and 
reconciled to God halfway, they still lived in the flesh; that 
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is, they lived in the soul, the outward man, the natural 
being. The veil of the flesh, of the natural man, still 
separated them from God. This means that their natural 
being was a separating veil. Therefore, they needed the 
second step of reconciliation. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, 
pp. 322-324)  

 
Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 

37; Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 11, 20-21  
Corporate Reading of “How to Enjoy God and How 

to Practice the Enjoyment of God” Chapter 1 – Sections: 
God Humbling Himself To Be Our Enjoyment; How To 
Enjoy God; Turning to Our Inner Being; Being Calm 
 
Saturday  12/4 

Related Verses 
2 Cor. 4:1 
1 Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown 
mercy, we do not lose heart;  
2 Cor. 11:2-3 
2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I 
betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure 
virgin to Christ.  
3 But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by 
his craftiness, your thoughts would be corrupted from the 
simplicity and the purity toward Christ.  
Psa. 45:1-2, 8-9, 11, 14-15 
1 My heart overflows with a good matter; I speak what I 
have composed concerning the King. My tongue is the pen 
of a ready writer.  
2 You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured 
upon Your lips; Therefore God has blessed You forever.  
8 All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia; 
From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made You glad.  
9 The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; The 
queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.  
11 Thus the King will desire your beauty. Because He is 
your Lord, Worship Him.  
14 She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; 
The virgins behind her, her companions, Will be brought 
to You.  
15 They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; They 
will enter the King's palace.  

 
Related Reading 

Paul’s word in [2 Corinthians 11:2]...touches our heart 
in a deep way and stirs up our love for the Lord 
Jesus....After reading a portion of a life-study message, 
you once again begin to feel that as the Bridegroom the 
Lord Jesus is lovely and precious. Spontaneously you say, 
“O Lord Jesus, dear Bridegroom, I love You. Lord, thank 
You for Your word, for Your ministry, and for Your 
recovery.”...The genuine ministry stirs up our love for the 
Lord Jesus as our Bridegroom.  

We need to see from 11:2 that we have been betrothed 
to one husband in order to be presented as a pure virgin to 
Christ. Therefore, we should say, “Our dear Lord Jesus is 
our unique Husband, and I am part of His virgin. I don’t 
care for doctrine or theology. I care only for the ministry 
that ministers Christ to me. He is the pleasant and dear One 
whom I love.”  

In chapter 11 Paul...reminds the believers at Corinth 
that he has engaged them to one Husband, not to present 
them as students of theology, but to present them as a pure 
virgin to Christ. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 462-463)  

--- 
Whenever there is the preaching of the genuine gospel 

and the real Jesus with a sincere spirit, the Lord Jesus will 
be ministered to others so that they may appreciate Him, 
love Him, follow Him, and take Him as everything. 
Throughout the centuries, many have preached from the 
Bible and taught the Bible, but their preaching and 
teaching nevertheless distracted the believers from the 
precious Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. In principle, such 
ones distract the believers in the same way as that taken by 
the serpent in Genesis 3. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 
467-468)  

Psalm 45:8b says, ‘‘From palaces of ivory, harpstrings 
have made You glad.” In this verse palaces signify local 
churches; ivory signifies the resurrection life of Christ 
(John 19:36); and harpstrings signify praises. The local 
churches, which are beautiful in the eyes of the Lord and 
which are His expression, are built with the resurrection 
life of Christ, and from the local churches are the praises 
that make Him glad. As we praise the Lord, we need to 
appreciate what He is in His virtues and what He has done 
to produce the church to be His expression. In a very real 
sense, Christ’s garments, His virtues, have produced the 
church as His expression, and both His garments and the 
church are full of sweetness.  

[In Psalm 45] the king typifies Christ,...the queen 
typifies the church, and...those around the queen typify the 
believers. In type, this queen is not a single, individual 
person—she is corporate....The believers are both the 
constituents of the queen and the honorable and beautiful 
women.  

The situation is the same in Revelation 19:7 and 9a. 
Verse 7 says, ‘‘Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the 
glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
His wife has made herself ready.” This verse speaks of the 
wife of the Lamb. However, verse 9a says, ‘‘Blessed are 
they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.” 
This verse speaks of those who are invited to the Lamb’s 
marriage dinner....The wife, the bride of Christ, here is not 
the church but the overcomers....The guests also are the 
overcomers. This means that, on the one hand, the 
overcomers are the bride and that, on the other hand, they 
are the guests....The bride of Christ, therefore, is actually 
the group of overcomers. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 256, 
260)  

 
Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth 

Messages,” ch. 4; CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, 
Book 1: The Ministry of the New Testament,” ch. 1  
 
Hymns, #976 
1 Lord Jesus, Thy redeemed ones 
    Are Thy Body and Thy Bride; 
  As Thy fulness, Thine expression, 
    In her Thou art glorified. 
  Thou, her all in all forever, 
    She Thy riches doth declare; 
  Thou dost fully saturate her 
    And Thy glory with her share. 
Chorus   
    Lo, the holy city,       

    Full of God’s bright glory!       

    It is God’s complete expression       

    In humanity.       

2 God with man completely blended,       

    Mystery of godliness.       
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  God in glory, full, resplendent,       

    Man, His dwelling, doth express.       

  ’Tis a vessel universal       

    All God’s fulness to express;       

  All His beauty manifesting,       

    Mingled with His holiness.       

3 ’Tis a living composition       

    Of the saints He hath transformed;       

  As the pearls and stones most precious,       

    To His image they’re conformed:       

  From the throne of God, its center,       

    Flows the living water free;       

  Christ the tree of life doth flourish,       

    Bearing fruit abundantly.       

4 ’Tis th’ eternal golden lampstand,       

    Holding Christ, the lamp of light;       

  God in Christ the light of glory       

    As the Spirit shineth bright!       

  ’Tis the ultimate expression-       

    Man in God and God in man;       

  ’Tis their mutual habitation,       

    Goal of God’s eternal plan.        

Lord’s Day  12/5 
Related Verses 

1 Tim. 1:3-4, 18 
3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into 
Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might 
charge certain ones not to teach different things  
4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, 
which produce questionings rather than God's economy, 
which is in faith.  
18 This charge I commit to you, my child Timothy, 
according to the prophecies previously made concerning 
you, that by them you might war the good warfare,  
Amos 8:11 
11 Indeed days are coming, Declares the Lord Jehovah, 
When I will send a hunger into the land, Not a hunger for 
bread Nor a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of 
Jehovah.  

Ezra 7:10, 25 
10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek the law of Jehovah 
and to do it and to teach His statutes and ordinances in 
Israel.  
25 And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God 
that is in your hand, appoint magistrates and judges, who 
may judge all the people who are in the province beyond 
the River, all those who know the laws of your God; and 
teach anyone who does not know them.  
Eph. 4:12-13, 15 
12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the 
ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ,  
13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the 
full knowledge of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,  
15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him 
in all things, who is the Head, Christ,  
Rev. 22:14, 17 
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may 
have right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates into 
the city.  
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him 
who hears say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let 
him who wills take the water of life freely.  
   
Further Reading: 
CWWL, 1986, Vol. 2, “Crucial Words of Leading in the 
Lord’s Recovery, Book 1: The Vision and Definite Steps 
for the Practice of the New Way,” chs. 1-3 
CWWL, 1994-1997, Vol. 4, “Crystallization-Study of the 
Gospel of John,” chs. 13-14 
Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 25-27, 37 
 
 


