lorning Watch

Monday 6/28

Related Verses

Hebrews 1:1-2

1 God, having spoken of old in many portions and in many
ways to the fathers in the prophets,

2 Has at the last of these days spoken to us in the Son,
whom He appointed Heir of all things, through whom also
He made the universe;

Acts 2:42

42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the
fellowship of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers.

John 16:12-15

12 I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now.

13 But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide
you into all the reality; for He will not speak from Himself,
but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to
you the things that are coming.

14 He will glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will
declare it to you.

15 All that the Father has is Mine; for this reason I have
said that He receives of Mine and will declare it to you.

1 Corinthians 2:9-12

9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and
ear has not heard and which have not come up in man's
heart; things which God has prepared for those who love
Him."

10 But to us God has revealed them through the Spirit, for
the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

11 For who among men knows the things of man, except
the spirit of man which is in him? In the same way, the
things of God also no one has known except the Spirit of
God.

12 But we have received not the spirit of the world but the
Spirit which is from God, that we may know the things
which have been graciously given to us by God;

Suggested Reading
The apostles’ teaching is the entire speaking of God in
the New Testament. The entire New Testament is the
apostles’ teaching. It is true that matters such as foot-
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washing and baptism by immersion are included in this
book, but they are not the basic, intrinsic, central, and
elementary thing.

In the universe there is a marvelous matter—God’s
speaking. The first marvelous thing in the universe is God
Himself. What a tragedy if there were no God in the
universe! However, if there is a God, yet He would not
speak, we would be in misery. Without God, the universe
is a tragedy, and without the speaking of God, we would
be in misery. But, Hallelujah, we have God, and we have
God’s speaking.

God has spoken, and today God still speaks. There are
many matters in God’s speaking.... Today God speaks to
us in the Son [Heb. 1: 1-2]. He does not speak to us in
many portions or in many ways or through the prophets
but in the Son. He speaks to us in one person, the Son.
(CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Apostles’ Teaching,” p. 377)

The incarnation is recorded in the four Gospels. The
Jesus who spoke in the four Gospels was the very Son of
God, and the Son of God is God Himself. Thus, we can say
that the Lord Jesus’ speaking was God’s speaking in the
Son as the man in the four Gospels (John 14: 10; 5: 24;
Matt. 28: 19-20). John 14: 10 says, “... The words that I
say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the Father who
abides in Me does His works.” The Father and the Son are

one (10: 30). When the Son spoke, the Father was speaking.

The Father spoke in the person of the Son.

God’s speaking did not stop in the four Gospels. He
also spoke in the Son as the Spirit through the apostles
from Acts to Revelation (John 16: 12-15; Rev. 2: 1, 7; 1
Cor. 4: 17b; 7: 17b; 2 Pet. 3: 15-16; Rev. 1: 1-2). While
God was speaking in the Son, one day the Son told His
disciples, “I have yet many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of reality,
comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He will
not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak;
and He will declare to you the things that are coming...”
(John 16: 12-15). It is as though the Lord Jesus was saying,
“When the Spirit of reality comes, He will bring you into
all the reality. Yet even He Himself will not speak
anything of Himself. He will receive from Me, and then
He will declare to you whatever He receives of Me.” This
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means that after the four Gospels there would be God’s
further speaking.

God spoke further in Acts, in the fourteen Epistles of
the apostle Paul, in James, in Peter’s two Epistles, in
John’s three Epistles, in Jude, and in Revelation. All these
are God’s speaking in the Son. First, God’s speaking is in
the person of the Son. Second, God’s speaking is in the
person of the Spirit. God spoke first in the Son as the man
in the four Gospels. In Acts, in the Epistles, and in
Revelation, God spoke further, in the Son as the Spirit
through the apostles.

The teaching of the apostles is the entire speaking of
God in the New Testament—first in the Son as a man, then
in the Son as the Spirit through the apostles. In the New
Testament God cannot depart from the principle of
incarnation. He must speak through man. In the four
Gospels the man was Jesus. In the succeeding twenty-three
books, the men were the apostles. Today we are the men.
God speaks in the principle of incarnation. (CWWL, 1990,
vol. 1, “The Apostles’ Teaching,” pp. 378-380)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Apostles’
Teaching,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “How to Be
a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their
Obligations,” ch. 3; Life-study of Acts, msg. 12

Corporate Reading of “Truth Messages” Chapter 7
— Sections: Oneness Versus Evil; The Two Babels; The
Satanic System; The World And The Evil; The Evil Of
Division

Tuesday 6/29

Related Verses

Titus 2:1

1 But you, speak the things which are fitting to the healthy
teaching.

Titus 2:7-8

7 Concerning all things presenting yourself as a pattern of
good works: in your teaching showing incorruption,
gravity,

8 Healthy speech that cannot be condemned, that he who
opposes may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say
about us.
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2 Timothy 1:13-14

13 Hold a pattern of the healthy words that you have heard
from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
14 Guard the good deposit through the Holy Spirit who
dwells in us.

Ephesians 3:9-11

9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy
of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has been
hidden in God, who created all things,

10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the
heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be made
known through the church,

11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in
Christ Jesus our Lord,

Suggested Reading
The healthy teaching is always according to the truth
(Titus 1: 14) of the faith (1: 13). It is the content of the
apostles’ teaching, the content of God’s New Testament
economy. It not only ministers the life supply to the
believers and heals the spiritual diseases but in so doing
also brings the church into a sound condition with a good
order. Hence, it is very much stressed in these three books,
1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, books dealing with the disorder
and decline of the church. In Titus 2: 1 Paul charged Titus
not to deviate from the healthy teaching, from the apostles’

teaching. (Life-study of Titus, pp. 21-22)

We... should be reminded to speak the things which are
fitting to healthy teaching. The word healthy points to that
which is hygienic and which can both inoculate others
against spiritual poison and also supply them with life. Our
teachings should not merely pass on knowledge to others,
but should supply them with life. Often when I have been
tempted to speak about a certain subject, I was stopped. I
had the sense that there was not much of the hygienic
element in what I planned to say. We need to remind
ourselves and be reminded by the Spirit to give forth
healthy teaching.

Healthy teachings do not provoke debates or
arguments. If we give adequate attention to feeding on the
Lord, we shall not care to argue. A dining table is not a
place for debate or argument; it is a place for feasting and
nourishment.... We all need to learn how to put healthy
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“dishes” on the dining table to feed the saints. (Life-study
of Titus, p. 22)

We take only the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2: 42) as the
healthy words of the Lord Jesus (1 Tim. 6: 3). First
Timothy 1 speaks of the teaching concerning God’s
economy, and chapter 6 speaks of the healthy words of the
Lord Jesus. All the teachings of the apostles are for God’s
economy, and these teachings are the healthy words of the
Lord Jesus. The apostles learned these words from the
Lord and followed the Lord to teach the same thing that
He did.... In Ephesians 3: 8 Paul speaks of the unsearchable
riches of Christ as the gospel, and in verse 9 he speaks of
God’s eternal economy. We must preach and teach these
two items.

When Paul told Timothy to charge certain ones not to
teach differently, he was referring to the teaching of myths,
unending genealogies (1 Tim. 1: 4), and the law (vv. 7-8)....
If we teach anything that has never been taught by the Lord
Jesus or the apostles, we are teaching something other than
God’s economy, something outside the apostles’ teaching.
A teaching other than the apostles’ teaching will issue in
division.

The apostles’ teaching is the teaching concerning
Christ’s person and redemptive work (2 John 9-11). It is
also the teaching concerning God’s economy in faith (1
Tim. 1: 3-4). God’s economy is not to have a mission field
for preaching the gospel or to have a Bible school to teach
the truths. God’s economy is to dispense, or impart, the
Triune God into His chosen and redeemed people to be
their life and everything that they might be regenerated and
transformed into the proper material for the building up of
the Body of Christ so that God may have a corporate
expression on the earth in many localities in this age with
a view to the building up of the coming New Jerusalem for
His eternal expression. If we limit ourselves to the apostles’
teaching, the teaching concerning God’s economy, we will
be kept in oneness and will have one way for one goal.
(CWWL, 1987, vol. 2, “The God-ordained Way to Practice
the New Testament Economy,” pp. 436, 439)

Further Reading: Life-study of Titus, msgs. 1-3;
CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “The Building Up of the Body of
Christ,” ch. 2
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Corporate Reading of “Truth Messages” Chapter 7
— Sections: Concept—The Enthronement Of Self-
Exaltation; What The World Really Is; No Ambition In
The Triune God

Wednesday 6/30

Related Verses
Titus 1:9
9 Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the
teaching of the apostles, that he may be able both to exhort
by the healthy teaching and to convict those who oppose.
1 Timothy 6:3
3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent
to healthy words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
teaching which is according to godliness,
2 Timothy 4:1-2
1 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who
is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing
and His kingdom:
2 Proclaim the word; be ready in season and out of season;
convict, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and
teaching.
1 Corinthians 4:17
17 Because of this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my
beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who will remind
you of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach
everywhere in every church.
1 Corinthians 7:17
17 However as the Lord has apportioned to each one, as
God has called each one, so let him walk. And so I direct
in all the churches.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13
12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet
all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so
also is the Christ.
13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were
all given to drink one Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:27
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members
individually.
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Suggested Reading

The teaching referred to [in Titus 1: 9] is the apostles’
teaching (Acts 2: 42), which eventually became the New
Testament. This indicates that the churches were
established according to the apostles’ teaching and
followed their teaching. It also indicates that the order of
the churches was maintained by the faithful word, which
was given according to the apostles’ teaching. The
disorder of the church was mainly due to deviation from
the apostles’ teaching. To counter this, we must hold to the
faithful word taught in the churches according to the
apostles’ teaching. In a darkened and confused situation,
we must cleave to the enlightening and ordering word in
the New Testament—the apostles’ teaching. To maintain
the order of the church, the word according to God’s
revelation is needed in addition to the eldership. (Life-
study of Titus, p. 6)

The pure church life is built only upon the healthy
teaching of the apostles. This is the reason Paul says that
elders must hold to the faithful word, which is according
to the teaching, so that they may be able to exhort by
healthy teaching. The teaching in Titus 1: 9 refers to that
of the apostles (Acts 2: 42), which eventually became the
New Testament.... In Jerusalem those who received the
Lord Jesus and were added to the church continued in the
teaching and fellowship of the apostles.

In Titus 1: 9 Paul does not say “sound teaching” or
even “pure teaching”; he speaks of “healthy teaching.”
Certain teachings may be sound or pure without being
healthy. Healthy teaching is always related to life and is
able either to nourish us or to heal us. Only something
living can be healthy. For example, we do not speak of a
table or chair as being healthy. The teachings of the
apostles were not only sound and pure, but were healthy,
full of life.

The crucial point of the healthy teaching of the
apostolic ministry concerns the Triune God processed to
dispense Himself as the all-inclusive Spirit into His chosen
ones so that they may be brought into an organic union to
receive the divine transfusion and thereby become sons of
God and members of Christ. As a result, they can be the
Body to express Christ, the One in whom the fullness of
God dwells. Almost all of this is neglected by Christians
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today. Even those teachings which are truly sound are for
the most part superficial.

Our burden is not simply to oppose superficiality,
hypocrisy, and superstition. It is to minister Christ and the
church for the fulfillment of God’s economy. God our
Father certainly has an eternal purpose to fulfill. But Satan
has come in with many distractions and falsehoods. Our
burden must be to minister the all-inclusive Christ and the
church as the Body of Christ to those who love God and
seek Christ. We need to help all those who pursue the Lord
to come to the full knowledge of the truth. We need to
sound the trumpet that those who seek the Lord Jesus may
come together as a living Body of Christ to fulfill God’s
purpose and to hasten the coming of the Lord. Concerning
this, we all must be desperate and give ourselves to prayer.
On the one hand, we like to maintain a peaceful situation
with others. On the other hand, for the sake of God’s
purpose, we must stand firm for the full knowledge of
God’s truth and fight the good fight against the evil powers
of darkness. (Life-study of Titus, pp. 16-17, 19-20)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 1, “Elders’
Training, Book 7: One Accord for the Lord’s Move,” chs.
3, 8 CWWL, 1952, vol. 2, “How to Administrate the
Church,” ch. 4; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and
Growth in Life,” ch. 26

Corporate Reading of “Truth Messages” Chapter 7
— Sections: No Self-Exaltation In The Father’s Glory; No
Opinions When Christ Lives In Us; Experiencing The
Genuine Oneness

Thursday 7/1

Related Verses
Ephesians 4:14-15
14 That we may be no longer little children tossed by
waves and carried about by every wind of teaching in the
sleight of men, in craftiness with a view to a system of
error,
15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him
in all things, who is the Head, Christ,
Ephesians 4:13
13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the
full knowledge of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
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Ephesians 4:16

16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and
being knit together through every joint of the rich supply
and through the operation in the measure of each one part,
causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself
in love.

1 Corinthians 1:9-10

9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brothers, through the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
attuned in the same mind and in the same opinion.

1 Corinthians 1:18

18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing
foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.

1 Corinthians 1:30

30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became
wisdom to us from God: both righteousness and
sanctification and redemption,

1 Corinthians 3:1-2

1 And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as to
spiritual men, but as to fleshy, as to infants in Christ.

2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food, for you were not
yet able to receive it. But neither yet now are you able,

Suggested Reading

We need to see the intrinsic factor of the winds of
teaching for their purpose. An intrinsic factor is a hidden
factor. It is a factor that is not apparent. To see this intrinsic
factor, we need a proper and sharp understanding that can
penetrate into the whole situation. Every wind of teaching
apparently is very good. If it were not good in appearance,
no one would accept it. However, within the winds of
teaching, intrinsically, is something different that is not
good.

[In Ephesians 4: 14] in the sleight of men is in
apposition to in craftiness, which is “with a view to a
system of error.” The sleight in this verse is of men, and
the system of error is of Satan. Man has the sleight, the
craftiness, but man is not able to have a system in the
universe. Satan is the one who is able to have a system of
error. Man’s sleight, man’s craftiness, is related to the
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satanic system of error. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “The
Organic Building Up of the Church as the Body of Christ
to Be the Organism of the Processed and Dispensing
Triune God,” p. 322)

Ephesians 4: 14 may be considered as the conclusion
of the history of Christianity. Christianity is full of the
sleight, the craftiness, of men. The word for sleight in
Greek signifies the cheating of dice players. A crafty
gambler knows how to play dice in order to cheat his
opponent.... The history of Christianity shows us that there
can be cheating and deception in a so-called Christian
teaching.

We need to see what the winds of teaching are. These
winds are the devilish blowings of the evil one.

The purpose of the winds of teaching is the evil
purpose of the enemy Satan, which is versus the eternal
economy of God. Their purpose is to overthrow the faith
of some believers. Some of the saints’ faith has been
overthrown by the winds of teaching. They may not
oppose the Lord’s recovery, but they have lost their faith
in the Lord’s recovery. They are neutral. They do not come
to the meetings regularly, and they are not so concerned
about the Lord’s interest as they once were. They have
been spoiled.

The purpose of the winds of teaching is to devastate the
church life (Acts 8: 3). This is what Saul of Tarsus did
before he became Paul the apostle. Also, the purpose of the
winds of teaching is to frustrate the building up of the
organic Body of Christ, to tear down the building up of the
organic Body of Christ, and to divide the members of the
organic Body of Christ—causing endless divisions (sects)
in hatred and jealousy, instead of keeping the unique
oneness of the Body of Christ in love and kindness (1 Cor.
1: 10-11). According to our past history, the instigators of
any storm in the recovery all became very divisive. They
even divide among themselves. Their division is endless.
There is no love or kindness with them. What they do is
full of hatred and jealousy.

Now we have seen the purpose of the winds of teaching
and their intrinsic factor, which is the sleight of men in
craftiness with a view to bring people, to usher people, into
a satanic system of error. Those who get brought into
Satan’s system of error are finished with the building up of
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the Body of Christ in the central lane of God’s New
Testament economy.

I am so thankful to the Lord that the majority of the
saints in the churches have the proper discernment. They
will not be shaken, tossed about, or carried away. (CWWL,
1989, vol. 4, “The Organic Building Up of the Church as
the Body of Christ to be the Organism of the Processed and
Dispensing Triune God,” pp. 322, 329-330)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 44,
70; CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “One Body, One Spirit, and One
New Man,” ch. 6

Corporate Reading of “Truth Messages” Chapter 8
— Sections: One Where The Son Is; The Place And The
Way; In The Father And In The Glory Of The Father; The
Father Glorified In The Son’s Glorification

Friday 7/2

Related Verses
1 Timothy 1:3-4
3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into
Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might
charge certain ones not to teach different things
4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies,
which produce questionings rather than God's economy,
which is in faith.
Ephesians 5:32
32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ
and the church.
Ephesians 1:10
10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head
up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth, in Him;
Ephesians 1:3-6
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenlies in Christ,
4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world to be holy and without blemish before Him in love,
5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
6 To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He
graced us in the Beloved;
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Suggested Reading

Satan has a system, and if it were possible, he would
induce all Christians into it. The goal, the aim, the purpose,
of his system is to carry the saints away from the central
lane of the divine revelation with the intention of
frustrating and even tearing down the building up of the
Body of Christ. Some winds of teaching do not appear to
be evil. However, the factor of evil is there to induce the
saints into the satanic system of error, to frustrate them
from building up the Body of Christ, and even to tear down
the building up of the Body of Christ. The winds of
teaching also cause the little children [Eph. 4: 14] to be
tossed by waves and thereby to suffer uneasiness in the
church life. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “The Apostles’
Teaching and the New Testament Leadership,” pp. 493-
494)

There is a good test for discerning the winds of
teaching. Certain teachings cause us to be cold and even
deadened. After listening to such a teaching, we are
deadened within. A certain teaching may also take away
our morale for following the Lord, caring for His interest,
and loving the church and the Lord’s recovery. If any
teaching, regardless of how good or scriptural it may
appear to be, has any of these negative effects, this is
strong evidence that this teaching is a wind that will blow
us away from the central lane of God’s New Testament
economy. Many of us have suffered the blowing of the
winds of teaching. We may have had the morale to follow
the Lord, to love the church, to love the Lord’s recovery,
and to love the Bible, but after listening to such a teaching
for half an hour, the morale was gone, and we were
deadened.

Teachings may be compared to seafood, but according
to the typology in Leviticus, certain foods from the sea are
unclean. Leviticus 11: 10-11 tells us that aquatic animals
without fins and scales are unclean. The guarantee of
cleanness is in the fins and scales. The “fins” and “scales”
of the New Testament teaching are the Triune God, the all-
inclusive Christ, and the church as the organic Body of
Christ. By these we can measure others’ teachings. If a
teaching is not related to these three items, it does not have
“fins” and “scales.” Regardless of how good such a
teaching may appear to be, for safety’s sake we should not
take it.
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Although... a teaching may seem scriptural, it may not
have “fins” and “scales.” We must learn to have
discernment in our “eating,” in our receiving of teachings.
We must not receive any teaching so easily. Those who
bring the winds of teaching often appear to be very loving,
apparently showing care and concern for us. However, we
should not quickly receive their word. We must consider
whether their teaching has “fins” and “scales.”

The apostles’ teaching, the New Testament teaching, is
very crucial. Whenever we hear something differing from
the apostles’ teaching, we should not be bothered or
affected. We should simply come back to the apostles’
teaching. However, if we are not able to properly discern
a teaching, we should fellowship with certain saints to
receive some help. In God’s New Testament economy
there is only one kind of teaching revealed and recognized
by God—the teaching of the apostles. We need to continue
steadfastly in this teaching (Acts 2: 42). (CWWL, 1989, vol.
4, “The Apostles’ Teaching and the New Testament
Leadership,” pp. 494-495)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’
Training, Book 1: The Ministry of the New Testament,”
chs. 1, 5; CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “Further Light concerning
the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” ch. 2

Corporate Reading of “Truth Messages” Chapter 8
— Sections: God’s Intention; One In The Father; Perfected
Into One

Saturday 7/3 |

Related Verses
1 Corinthians 1:2
2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who
have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, the called saints, with
all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
in every place, who is theirs and ours:
1 Corinthians 12:13
13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were
all given to drink one Spirit.
Romans 12:5
5 So we who are many are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another.
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Romans 16:16-17

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of
Christ greet you.

17 Now I exhort you, brothers, to mark those who make
divisions and causes of stumbling contrary to the teaching
which you have learned, and turn away from them.
Matthew 16:18

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it.

Ephesians 2:21-22

21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is
growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

22 In whom you also are being built together into a
dwelling place of God in spirit.

Ephesians 4:3-4

3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the
uniting bond of peace:

4 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called
in one hope of your calling;

Suggested Reading

I heard that some have brought in the teaching of
autonomy.... I strongly reproved this error. This kind of
speaking and practice cannot be brought into the Lord’s
recovery. Everyone likes this practice because everyone
likes to be independent and equal. No one likes to be under
anyone else. But we have to realize that the church of
Christ is not a political institution. The church of Christ is
an organism just like our body [Eph. 1: 22-23].... This is
not an illustration, but a statement of a fact.

The church is absolutely an organism. Since the church
is an organic body, there is no way for it to be separated or
autonomous. The Bible uses our organic body to describe
the church, the Body of Christ. This is a most thorough
description, and by it many problems can be avoided.
(CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting and the
Present Need,” p. 25)

A certain financial matter may be a local administrative
affair, but even in such a matter, the churches should
depend on one another. Sometimes a certain church should
communicate, fellowship, with another church even in the
matter of material needs.... Even in material things we
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cannot say that the churches are independently
autonomous.

The churches should not be absolutely independent of
one another. All the believers should depend on one
another, and all the local churches should depend on one
another. Especially in spiritual things we should depend on
one another. The church in a certain city may need help
from the other churches in life and in its building up. The
local churches should be in a situation of mutual
dependence. The concept of autonomy is awful because it
makes the churches separate from one another. We should
not forget that all the believers in this entire universe are
one man. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “The Body of Christ,” p.
390)

In 1 Corinthians 4: 17 Paul says, “Because of this I
have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways which
are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every church.”
In all the churches the apostle Paul taught the same thing.
His teaching was the same universally, not varying in any
place. Concerning this matter, we need to look at the seven
epistles to the seven local churches in Revelation 2 and 3.
The word of the Lord to one church is the word spoken by
the Spirit to all the churches (2: 1, 7). At the beginning of
each epistle, it is the Lord speaking to a specific church
(vv.1,8,12,18;3: 1,7, 14), but at the end of all the epistles,
the Word says, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches” (2: 7, 11, 17, 29; 3: 6, 13, 22).
What was said by the Lord to the church in Ephesus was
the word that all the churches should hear. Every epistle
was a particular word to a certain church, yet this particular
word should be heard and taken by all the churches.

On the one hand, the elders of the churches have the
right and the position to carry out the local administration
of the churches independently. On the other hand, all the
churches should listen to the word that the apostles have
received of God, which is the teaching of the New
Testament. On the one hand, the churches are local
separately. On the other hand, all the local churches are
still the one Body of Christ, which is an organism, not a
federation, which is an organization. We need to meet as
local churches separately according to what the New
Testament says, but all the local churches are still the one
Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “A Timely Word,”
pp- 68-69)
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lorning Watch

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 4, “The
Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today,” ch. 4; CWWL,
1990, vol. 2, “A Brief Presentation of the Lord’s Recovery,”
pp. 413-420

Hymns, #832

! Christ the Son of God and His redemptive deed

Are the saving faith which is our only creed.
All the other doctrines do not faith comprise;

Christ, His work and person, only qualifies.

All the other teachings used improperly
Are the “winds of doctrine,” spoiling unity:
Blowing saints away from Christ who is the Head,

Building not the Body, tearing down instead.

Thus we must relinquish doctrines of all kinds,
Only keep the faith that oneness we may find.
In the Lord the Spirit we are one indeed;

Just to keep this oneness is our only need.

Truth we must be holding, which is Christ Himself,
That we be delivered from the sects of self,

That in all things growing into Christ the Head,
Built will be the Body and to fulness led.

To the “unity of faith” we must attain,

All the “winds of doctrine” evermore disdain;
Holding Christ the Spirit, our reality,

For the Body’s growing in its unity.

Lord’s Day 7/4

Related Verses
John 6:60

The Intrinsic and Organic Building Up ... — Week 5

“The Intrinsic Factor of the Winds of Teaching for Their Evil Purpose”

60 Many therefore of His disciples, when they heard this,
said, This word is hard; who can hear it?

John 6:66-68

66 From that time many of His disciples went back to what
they left behind and no longer walked with Him.

67 Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Do you also want to
go away?

68 Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have words of eternal life,

Acts 2:42

42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the
fellowship of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers.

2 Corinthians 4:1

1 Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown
mercy, we do not lose heart;

2 Corinthians 4:5

5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord,
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.

2 Corinthians 11:2

2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I
betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure
virgin to Christ.

Colossians 4:16

16 And when this letter is read among you, cause that it be
read in the church of the Laodiceans also, and that you also
read the one from Laodicea.

1 John 1:3

3 That which we have seen and heard we report also to you
that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Further Reading:

Life-Study of Acts, msg. 12

Life-Study of Titus, msgs. 1-3

CWWL, 1990, vol. 1, “The Apostles Teaching,”, ch. 1
CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders Training Book 1: The
Ministry of the New Testament,”, chs. 1, 5
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