Message Two

Noah, Daniel, and Job—Patterns of Living an Overcoming Life

on the Line of Life to Fulfill the Eternal Economy of God

Scripture Reading: Ezek. 14:14, 20; Gen. 6:8; Matt. 24:37-39; Dan. 2:34-35; Job 42:5-6

I. “Those who have insight will shine like the shining of the heavenly expanse, and those
who turn many to righteousness, like the stars, forever and ever”—Dan. 12:3; cf. chs.

1—6:

A. Everyone in the local churches should be a shining star, a duplication of the heavenly
Christ as the living Star (Num. 24:17; Rev. 22:16; cf. Matt. 2:2); the stars are those who
shine in darkness and turn people from the wrong way to the right way (Rev. 1:20).

B. The overcomers as the shining stars are the messengers of the churches, those who are
one with Christ as the Messenger of God and who possess the present Christ as the living
and fresh message sent by God to His people—v. 20—2:1; Mal. 3:1.

C. There are two ways to become an overcoming star—first, by the Bible and, second, by
the sevenfold intensified Spirit:

1. “We have the prophetic word made more firm, to which you do well to give heed as
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts”—2 Pet. 1:19:

a.

Peter likened the word of prophecy in the Scripture to a lamp shining in a dark
place; this indicates that (1) this age is a dark place in the dark night (Rom. 13:12),
and all the people of this world are moving and acting in darkness (cf. 1 John
5:19); and (2) the prophetic word of the Scripture, as the shining lamp to the be-
lievers, conveys spiritual light that shines in their darkness (not merely knowledge
in letters for their mental apprehension), guiding them to enter into a bright day,
even to pass through the dark night until the day of the Lord’s appearing dawns.
Before the dawning day of the Lord’s appearing, the morning star rises in the
hearts of the believers, who are illuminated and enlightened by giving heed to
the shining word of prophecy in the Scripture; if we give heed to the word in the
Bible, which shines as a lamp in a dark place, we will have His rising in our hearts to
shine in the darkness of apostasy where we are today, before His actual appeari-
ng as the morning star—Rev. 2:28; 22:16; 2 Tim. 4:8.

2. “These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars”—Rev. 3:1:

a.

b.

The seven Spirits are one with the seven stars, and the seven stars are one
with the seven Spirits.

The seven Spirits of God enable the church to be intensely living, and the seven
stars enable her to be intensely shining.

The sevenfold intensified Spirit is living and can never be replaced by the dead
letters of knowledge—2 Cor. 3:6.

The seven stars are the messengers of the churches; they are the spiritual ones
in the churches, the ones who bear the responsibility for the testimony of Jesus;
they should be of the heavenly nature and should be in a heavenly position like
stars—Rev. 1:20.

D. We should pray, live, and be persons according to God's heart and for His eternal
economy—1 Sam. 3:9-10; 4:3 and footnote 1; 9:9; Luke 1:36-38, 53.



II. Noah, Daniel, and Job are patterns revealing how we can live an overcoming life on the

II1.

line of life to fulfill the eternal economy of God; this is to live and work according to
the vision of the age to change the age—Ezek. 14:14, 20; Gen. 2:9; Rev. 2:7; 22:1-2;
Matt. 24:37-39, 45-51; Dan. 2:34-35; Acts 26:19; 2 Tim. 4:8.

The lives of Noah, Daniel, and Job reveal the Triune God dispensing Himself into His
chosen people to fulfill His eternal economy:

A. With Noah we see God the Father in His desire and plan for His building and in His

eternal faithfulness in keeping His covenant, His word—Gen. 9:12-17;
1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 1:9; Rev. 4:3; 21:19-20.

. With Daniel we see Christ the Son as the centrality and universality of God’s move and

His second coming as the Son of Man—Dan. 7:13-14; 10:4-9.

. With Job we see God the Spirit in His transforming work to carry out what is hidden in

God’s heart that we might gain God to become God in life, in nature, and in appearance
but not in the Godhead for the corporate expression of God—Job 10:13; 42:5-6; Eph. 3:9;
2 Cor. 3:18.

IV. “But Noah found grace in the sight of Jehovah”—Gen. 6:8:

A. Noah'’s life and work reveal how much grace can do for fallen people; grace is the

wonderful Christ as our burden-bearer, doing everything in us on our behalf for our
enjoyment—vv. 1-14; Matt. 24:37-39; 2 Cor. 12:7-9:

1. The flesh is the presence of the devil, and grace is the presence of God; in order for
us to face the presence of Satan, we need the presence of God—Gen. 6:3, 8; Rom.
7:17-21; Heb. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:10.

2. The issue of grace is righteousness; by the power of grace, the strength of grace, and
the life of grace, we can be right with God, with one another, and even with
ourselves—Rom. 5:17, 21; 2 Pet. 2:5.

. Noah walked with God and built the ark for the carrying out of God's eternal economy—

Gen. 6:8-22; Heb. 11:7; 1 Pet. 3:20-21; Matt. 16:18:

1. The first building of God in the Scriptures is Noah’s ark, signifying Christ as the
building of God and man; God’s building is a God-man—]John 1:14; 2:19; 1 Cor. 3:9,
16-17; Rev. 21:2, 22; Eph. 2:22; Psa. 27:4.

2. The building of the ark typifies the building of the corporate Christ, the church as the
Body of Christ, with the element of Christ’s riches as the building material —Matt.
16:18; 1 Cor. 3:9-12a; Eph. 3:8-10; 4:12.

3. The three stories of the ark signify the Triune God according to our experience of
Him; the Spirit, signified by the lower story, brings us to the Son (1 Pet. 1:2; John
16:8, 13-15), and the Son brings us higher in our experience to the Father (14:6; Eph.
2:18; 1 John 1:5; 4:8).

4. On the third story of the ark there was only one window, toward the heavens,
signifying that in the church, God’s building, there is only one revelation and one
vision through the one New Testament ministry—Gen. 6:16; Acts 26:19; Prov.
29:18a; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 2 Cor. 3:6-9; 4:1.

V. “But Daniel set his heart not to defile himself with the king’s choice provision”—Dan.

1:8:



A. All those who are used by God to turn the age are today’s Nazarites, those who offer
themselves willingly to the Lord in the splendor of their consecration—Num. 6:1-8; Psa.
110:3; cf. Judg. 7:13-18.

B. Daniel shows us the characteristics of men who turn the age:

1. Daniel was separated from an age that followed Satan—Dan. 1:8; 4:26; 5:23; Phil
3:13-14; Rev. 2:13.

2. Daniel was joined to God’s desire through God’s Word—Dan. 9:2-4; 2 Tim. 3:14-17;
1:13-15; cf. Neh. 8:8, 13; Deut. 17:18-20.

3. Daniel cooperated with God through his prayer—Dan. 6:10; 9:17; 10:1-21.

4. Daniel was a self-sacrificing person with a spirit of martyrdom—1:8; 6:10.

VI. “Then Jehovah answered Job” (Job 38:1a); “then Job answered Jehovah” (42:1a); “and
Jehovah turned the captivity of Job” (v. 10a):

A. The logic of Job’s friends was according to the line of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil in their thinking that Job’s sufferings were a matter of God’s judgment; however,
Job’s sufferings were God’s consuming that God might gain Job so that he might gain God
more—9:15; 11:12; 13:4; Phil. 3:8, 12-13:

1. God’s intention with Job was to tear down the natural Job in his perfection and
uprightness that He might build up a renewed Job in God’s nature and attributes—
Job 1:1; Titus 3:5.

2. God’s intention was to usher Job into a deeper seeking after God that Job might
realize that what he was short of in his human life was God Himself and that he
might pursue God, gain God, and express God—Col. 2:19.

3. God’s intention was to have a Job in the line of the tree of life and to make Job a man
of God—Gen. 2:9; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 3:17; Eph. 3:14-21.

B. Job reveals that the Bible of sixty-six books is for only one thing: for God in Christ by the
Spirit to dispense Himself into us to be our life, our nature, and our everything that we
may live Christ and express Christ; this should be the principle that governs our life—]Job
10:13; Eph. 3:9; Phil. 3:8-9; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:15; Rev. 21:2.

C. The way to live and work in this principle is to be and do everything by the Spirit, with
the Spirit, in the Spirit, and through the Spirit by exercising our spirit—Gal. 5:25; Rom.
8:4; Phil. 3:3; Rev. 2:7; 22:17a.



