
 

 

Con fe ren ce  for the  ch u rch es  in  th e  Northe ast  

Se pte mber 18-20, 2020 

GENERAL SUBJ ECT: P RAYER AND THE LORD’S MOVE 

Message One 

Th e  Sign ifican ce  of P raye r, th e  P rin ciple  of P rayer, 

an d th e  P rayer Min istry  of th e  Ch urch  

Scr ipture Reading: Matt . 6:9-10; 18:18-20; J ohn 15:7; Eph. 6:18; 1 J ohn 5:14; J ude 20 

I. The  real s ign ificance  of prayer is  to contact God in  our spirit and to absorb  

God Him se lf------J u de  20; J oh n  14:13; 15:7: 

A. Prayer  is the contact  of the human spir it  with  the divine Spir it , dur ing which 

we inhale God------J ude 20; J ohn 4:24. 

B. Genuine prayers a re prayers in  which  we are mingled with  God the Spir it  in  

our  spir it ------J ude 20; Eph. 6:18; Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor . 6:17: 

1. Prayer  must  be a  joint  prayer  in  which God is mingled with  our  spir it .  

2. True prayers------prayers tha t  involve God and man------a re the issue of the 

Spir it  of God being mingled with  man’s spir it  and of man’s spir it  being 

mingled with  the Spir it  of God------J ude 20; Rom. 8:4, 26. 

3. In  th is prayer  God and man are mingled together , and God is the In it ia tor  

and the Mot iva tor ; God prays in  man, and man prays in  God------J ames 5:17. 

C. If we would have genuine prayers, prayers that  a re in it ia ted by God and tha t  

touch  God, we must  pray in  the Holy Spir it ; praying in  the Holy Spir it  means 

tha t  we and the Holy Spir it  pray together  in  the  fellowship of the two spir its ------ 

J ude 20; 2 Cor . 13:14; Phil. 2:1. 

D. Prayers in which  we contact  God, inha le God, absorb God, and are filled with 

God are genuine prayers; only prayers of this kind should be offered up to 

God------Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4. 

II. We  n ee d to  pray accordin g to  th e  prin ciple  of praye r; on ly  th ose  prayers 

that are  according to the  principle  of praye r are  w orthw hile ------Matt. 6:9-10; 

J oh n  15:7; 1 J ohn  5:14: 

A. The pr inciple of prayer  is that  God’s people must  pray before God will r ise up 

to work------Mat t . 18:18-20; J ohn 15:16: 

1. God will not  act  independent ly, and He will not  accomplish  His will a lone; 

ra ther , He will only accomplish  His will when His people agree with  Him 

and are one with  Him in  prayer ------Col. 1:9; 4:12. 

2. God’s in tent ion  is to accomplish  His will through our  prayer ; God’s will is 

accomplished by our  prayer  in  union  with Him ------J ohn 15:7; 1 J ohn 5:14. 

B. Prayer  is the believers’ act  of working together  with  God to accomplish  His 

will------Col. 4:2, 12; Mat t . 6:9-10: 

1. The purpose of prayer  is that  we be one with God’s  will so tha t  God  can 

work------Rev. 4:11; 5:8; 8:3-4. 

2. Prayer  is the union  of the believers’ will with God’s will and the believers’ 

u t terance of God’s will; prayer  is the believers’ request  before God tha t  He 

accomplish His will------J ohn 15:7; Mat t . 6:9-10. 

3. The t rue meaning of prayer  is for  the praying one to seek for  the accom -

plishment  of the will of the One to whom he prays------26:39: 
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a . We need to echo back to God His hear t ’s desire before Him and empty 

our  hear t s to seek after  God and to ask Him to accomplish His wil l. 

b. There is only one legit imate prayer  in  the whole universe------only one 

prayer  tha t  pleases God------the prayer  that  asks for  the accomplishment  

of His will------6:9-10; 7:21; 12:50; J ohn 6:38. 

C. If we do not  work together  with  God in  prayer  or  prepare the way for  His w ill 

through prayer  or  by means of a ll prayer  a llow Him the possibility to move in 

many direct ions, He will not  work and cannot  work ------Mat t . 6:9-10; 18:18-20: 

1. Our  most  important  work is to open the way for  God; praying in  sympathy 

with God is more important  t han  doing anyth ing else------Acts 6:4; 10:9. 

2. God can  work only on  mat ters in  which  His children  sympathize with  Him; 

He is not  willing to work where there has been  no prayer , where He does 

not  have His people’s will in  union  with Him ------1:14; 4:24-31; 12:5. 

D. We have to see God’s pr inciple of work and the key to His move ------J ohn 15:7: 

1. God cannot  do what  He wants to do unless man wants it ------4:34; 5:30. 

2. This is a  clear  pr inciple: Even though God decides on  a  mat ter , He will not  

do it  immedia tely------15:7. 

3. All God’s works on  ear th  can  be accomplished only when there is a  will on 

ear th  tha t  agrees with and decides to do the works ------1 J ohn 5:14.  

4. Everyth ing rela ted to God can  be accomplished only when there is a  will on  

ear th  tha t  coopera tes with  Him; God must  have man’s will in  harm ony 

with His will------Matt . 6:9-10; 26:39. 

E. The h ighest  poin t  of our  working together  with  God is to ask in  one accord for  

God to accomplish what  He in tends to accomplish ------1 Tim. 2:8; Acts 1:14; 6:4. 

III. Th e  praye r me e tin gs are  for th e  carrying ou t of th e  praye r m in is try  of 

th e  ch u rch ------1:14; 4:23-31; 13:1-4; 16:25: 

A. The prayer  minist ry of the church  is God telling the church  what  He wants to 

do and the church  praying on  ear th  what  God wants to do; th is prayer  is 

asking God to accomplish  what  He wants to do------Mat t . 18:18-20. 

B. God cannot  do what  He wants to do by Himself; He has to do it  with  the 

cooperat ion of the church ------Acts 12:5. 

C. The minist ry of the church is to br ing the will in  heaven to ear th ------Matt . 6:9-10: 

1. A prayer  that  is in  the na ture of work or  minist ry is one in  wh ich we stand 

on God’s side, want ing what  God wants------Col. 1:9; 4:12. 

2. The h ighest  and greatest  work of the church is to be the out let  of God’s 

will; the church  is the out let  of God’s will through prayer ------Mat t . 6:9-10. 

D. The prayer  of the church  means tha t  when God wants to do something, the 

church  prays about  that  mat ter  fir st  so tha t  it  can  be fu lfilled and God’s goa l 

can  be accomplished------18:18-20: 

1. In  heaven, God’s power  is unlimited, but  on  ear th , God’s power  is mani -

fested to the degree that  the church  prays ------6:9-10. 

2. The minist ry of the church  is prayer ; the church  must  have big prayers, 

ser ious prayers, and st rong prayers, prayers tha t  manifest  our  God and 

open the way for  Him to move------J ohn 14:23; 15:16; 16:23-24; Acts 4:24-31. 


