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Monday 6/15 

Eph. 5:17 

17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

will of the Lord is.  

Eph. 1:9 

9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according 

to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Himself,  

Eph. 5:32 

32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to 

Christ and the church.  

Eph. 3:10-11 

10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in 

the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be 

made known through the church  

11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in 

Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Col. 1:15-18 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn 

of all creation,  

16 Because in Him all things were created, in the 

heavens and on the earth, the visible and the invisible, 

whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all 

things have been created through Him and unto Him.  

17 And He is before all things, and all things cohere in 

Him;  

18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is 

the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He 

Himself might have the first place in all things;  

Rev. 3:11 

11 I come quickly; hold fast what you have that no one 

take your crown. 

 

Suggested Reading 

God’s will has a mystery, a mystery that has been 

hidden through the ages (Eph. 3:5; Col. 1:26). The 

universe is a mystery. Why is there a heaven, and why 

does the earth exist? Why are there so many millions of 

items in the universe? Why is man here on earth? All 

these questions are mysteries and have given rise to 

many different philosophies. The mystery, which is the 

will of God, has been made known to the church 

through the apostles. A will is an intention, and the will 

of God is God’s intention. God’s intention is intimately 

related to the desire of His heart. Thus, the mystery of 

the universe is a matter of God’s will, which is related to 

the desire of God’s heart. We need to know the mystery, 

the will of God, and the desire of God’s heart. (Life-

study of Ephesians, pp. 64-65) 

--- 

In ourselves we are not the church; we are pitiful 

sinners. The only way we can become the church is for 

God in His Son to work Himself into our being. Most 

Christians today do not see the crucial and vital matter 

that God in His Son is working Himself into His chosen 

and redeemed ones….God’s goal is to work Himself 

into our being. 

The New Testament proves that God is working 

Himself into us. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are 

all in us (Eph. 4:6; 2 Cor. 13:5; John 14:17). According 

to 1 John, we are in God, and God is in us (4:15). 

Furthermore, we abide in Him, and He abides in us 

(John 15:4). In Philippians 1:21 the Apostle Paul could 

even say, “To me to live is Christ.” In Galatians 2:20 he 

said that he lived no longer, but that Christ lived in him. 

All these verses indicate that God in the Son is working 

Himself into us. 

The mystery of the universe is the church, and the 

church is a group of people into whom God is working 

Himself. Eventually, the church will be fully saturated 

with God and will consummately become the holy city, 

the New Jerusalem. The church will not only be 

saturated with God, but also mingled with Him. This 

does not mean, however, that we shall become the 

Godhead. No, this is neither what we say nor what we 

mean. Nevertheless, as those who are being saturated 

with God and mingled with Him, we shall become the 

very expression of God. The New Jerusalem will be the 

corporate expression of God. As we have pointed out a 

number of times, both God on the throne (Rev. 4:3) and 

the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:11) have the appearance of 

jasper. This means that the entire city has the 

appearance of God and is the expression of God. This is 

the mystery of the universe. 

The mystery of God’s will is to have a church 

constituted with those who have been saturated and 

mingled with God….The mystery of the universe is that 

God is working Himself into us. Everything is working 

together for this purpose (Rom. 8:28). All things serve 

this goal. Everything is for God’s working of Himself 

into our being. This is much different from merely 

having a happy life. You may be very happy today, but 

not tomorrow. You may be happy in a meeting, but 

when you return home, your wife or husband may give 

you a difficult time. The mystery of God’s will is not 

that we are becoming happy people. Today is not the 

time for us to be fully happy, because the time is not yet 

ripe. Because many do not have the adequate vision or 

revelation, they do not know what is actually taking 

place in the church life. They think that we are simply 

here to have a good time. But this is not the mystery of 

God’s will. This mystery is that God is dispensing 

Himself into us to produce the church for Himself. This 

is a mystery hidden through the ages. (Life-study of 

Ephesians, pp. 65-68) 

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, 

Volume 1,” ch. 33; Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 7 

Corporate Reading of “The Overcoming Life” 

Chapter 4 – Sections: How To Experience The 

Overcoming Life (1); No Longer I But Christ; How To 

Be No Longer I But Christ 

Tuesday  6/16 

Eph. 1:4-5 

4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and without blemish before Him in 

love,  

5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to 

Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,  

Rom. 8:28-29 

28 And we know that all things work together for good 

to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose.  

29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also 

predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, 

that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;  

Matt. 5:48 

48 You therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.  
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Col. 3:1-4 

1 If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek 

the things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the 

right hand of God.  

2 Set your mind on the things which are above, not on 

the things which are on the earth.  

3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God.  

4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will 

be manifested with Him in glory.  

2 Pet. 1:3-4 

3 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all 

things which relate to life and godliness, through the full 

knowledge of Him who has called us by His own glory 

and virtue,  

4 Through which He has granted to us precious and 

exceedingly great promises that through these you might 

become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

the corruption which is in the world by lust. 

 

Suggested Reading 

God predestinated us unto sonship according to the 

good pleasure of His will, which is His purpose. This 

reveals that God has a will in which is His good 

pleasure. God predestinated us to be His sons according 

to this pleasure, according to the desire of His heart.  

In Ephesians 1:4 we see that God has chosen us to be 

holy. However, to be holy is the procedure, not the goal. 

The goal is sonship. We have been predestinated unto 

sonship. In other words, God has chosen us to be holy so 

that we might be His sons. Thus, to be holy is the 

process, the procedure, whereas to be sons of God is the 

goal. God does not merely want a group of holy people; 

He desires many sons. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 36-

37) 

--- 

To be holy is to be mingled with God. God sanctifies 

us by putting Himself into us and then mingling us with 

His nature. This is a matter of nature, of having our 

nature transformed with His. We were born human, 

natural, but God wants us to be divine. The only way 

this can take place is through having the divine nature 

put into our being and mingled with it. In this way, God 

makes us holy. Thus, sanctification is a procedure to 

transform our nature. This, however, is not the goal. The 

goal is related to being formed or shaped. This is the 

reason that along with God’s choosing us to be holy, 

there is the need of His predestinating us to be sons 

[Eph. 1:5]. To be holy is a matter of nature, but to be 

sons is a matter of being formed. God’s sons are people 

conformed to a particular form or shape. 

Although so many believe in the Lord Jesus, have 

been washed in the blood, and have been regenerated by 

the Spirit, they are still worldly and common, with no 

mark of holiness in their living. They are absolutely the 

same as their neighbors, friends, and relatives. 

Nevertheless, they talk about being the church. What a 

shame to God, and what a shame to the church! The 

church is constituted as a collective people who have 

been separated unto God and who are saturated with the 

nature of God and fully sanctified to live like sons of 

God. The church certainly should not be a group of 

worldly Christians living like the sons of sinners. It is a 

shame to say that such a group is the church. 

At the time we believed in the Lord Jesus and were 

regenerated, the Spirit of God came into us as the Spirit 

of the Son of God….Before we were regenerated, we 

could say at most, “O, God, help me.” But after we were 

saved, we spontaneously began to cry, with tender, 

intimate feeling, “O, Abba, Father.” 

We have been predestinated unto sonship, not only 

by the Spirit of the Son of God, but also in the life of the 

Son of God….We actually have the life of the Son of 

God [cf. 1 John 5:12]….We have two beings: the first is 

the natural being that was born of our parents, and the 

second is the spiritual being that is born of 

God….According to our second being, we have not only 

the Spirit moving and working within us, but also the 

life that has become our…spiritual self. Sometimes we 

not only rebel against the Spirit, but also against 

ourselves, against our being. 

Because the life within every child rejects bitter 

things, there is no need to have regulations about 

bitterness. In addition to having the Spirit of the Son of 

God, we have the life of the Son of God. If we taste 

something that is bitter to the Son’s life, we cannot 

pretend to be happy with it. Although we may pretend to 

be happy, we are not happy in the depths of our being, 

for we know that we are acting against the life of the 

Son of God. If we call, “Abba, Father,” and live 

according to the life of the Son of God, we shall have 

joy in the depths of our being. In fact, our whole being 

will be filled with joy. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 37-

41) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 4 

Corporate Reading of “The Overcoming Life” 

Chapter 4 – Sections: Accepting God’s Valuation 

Concerning Us  

 

Wednesday 6/17 

Eph. 1:10, 22-23 

10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to 

head up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens 

and the things on the earth, in Him;  

22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave 

Him to be Head over all things to the church,  

23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills 

all in all.  

John 1:4 

4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

Rev. 21:1-2, 23-25 

1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 

heaven and the first earth passed away, and the sea is no 

more.  

2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband.  

23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon 

that they should shine in it, for the glory of God 

illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

24 And the nations will walk by its light; and the kings 

of the earth bring their glory into it.  

25 And its gates shall by no means be shut by day, for 

there will be no night there. 

 

Suggested Reading 

The economy that God, according to His desire, 

planned and purposed in Himself is to head up all things 

in Christ at the fullness of the times. This is 
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accomplished through the dispensing of the abundant 

life supply of the Triune God as the life factor into all 

the members of the church that they may rise up from 

the death situation and be attached to the Body. (The 

Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3341) 

--- 

Ephesians 1:22 says that God gave Christ to be Head 

over all things. This reveals that the heading up of all 

things is to the church so that the Body of Christ may 

share in all that is of Christ as the Head, having been 

rescued from the heap of the universal collapse in death 

and darkness, which was caused by the rebellion of the 

angels and the rebellion of man. In Christ God is in the 

process of heading up all things in heaven and on earth. 

However, without the church as the Body to match 

Christ as the Head, it will not be possible for God to 

head up all things in Christ. The heading up of all things 

is accomplished by the Head, but it cannot be 

accomplished without a Body for the Head. Whether 

Christ can be the Head over all things, whether all things 

can be subjected to the authority of Christ, and whether 

all things can be headed up in Christ completely depend 

upon whether or not the church has been produced and 

has grown up (4:14-16; Col. 2:19). When the church is 

fully grown, God is able to subject all things to the 

authority of Christ. By means of the church, Christ is 

able to be the Head over all things. Eventually, the Body 

with Christ as the Head will be the universal Head over 

all things. When everything is headed up in Christ, there 

will be absolute peace and harmony (Isa. 2:4; 11:6; 

55:12; Psa. 96:12-13), a full rescue out of the collapse. 

This will begin from the time of the restoration of all 

things (Acts 3:21). 

When God created the universe, everything of the 

universe was in oneness; all things in it were in 

harmony, not in chaos. God and the universe were in 

harmony. This harmony is the great oneness of the 

universe. All things related to the universe depend on 

God, who is one, as the factor of their oneness. The 

center of the universe is God Himself; hence, the 

oneness of the universe is God Himself. There was 

oneness in the creation of the universe, and in this 

oneness there was no confusion. Yet because of Satan’s 

rebellion, which was followed by man’s fall, this 

original oneness in creation was ruined so that the entire 

universe was brought into confusion. Satan damaged the 

oneness of the universe in creation by introducing death 

into all creation, which death severed the Creator’s 

relationship with creation. In other words, when Satan 

brought death into the universe, the universe was 

separated from God and the oneness of the universe was 

lost. Thus, there is not the full harmony in the universe. 

Yet God had an eternal plan to head up all things in 

Christ, that is, to make Christ the Head of all things and 

the Head above all things. God’s way to recover the 

oneness among His creation is to impart Himself in 

Christ into us as life (Rom. 8:6, 10-11, 19-21). The 

Triune God as life brings in light, and light issues in 

harmony and brings all things into oneness. Hence, the 

believers participate in this heading up by growing in 

life, by being headed up in the proper church life, and by 

living under Christ’s light (John 1:4; Rev. 21:23-25). 

The more we grow in life, the more we will be headed 

up and the more we will be rescued from the universal 

collapse (Eph. 4:15; Col. 2:19). This process of heading 

up all things in Christ is still continuing, and the heading 

up of all things will be fully accomplished and 

manifested when Christ finishes His work to bring forth 

the new creation out of the old creation through all the 

dispensations of God. It is through this new creation that 

Christ will head up all creation and bring it into the 

universal oneness; this will issue in the new heaven and 

the new earth. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, 

pp. 3342-3343) 

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, 

msgs. 12, 14, 333 

Corporate Reading of “The Overcoming Life” 

Chapter 4 – Sections: The Principle Of Still Lacking 

One Thing 

 

Thursday  6/18 

Eph. 4:14-16 

14 That we may be no longer little children tossed by 

waves and carried about by every wind of teaching in 

the sleight of men, in craftiness with a view to a system 

of error,  

15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into 

Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ,  

16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together 

and being knit together through every joint of the rich 

supply and through the operation in the measure of each 

one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the 

building up of itself in love.  

1 Cor. 11:3 

3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every 

man, and the man is the head of the woman, and God is 

the head of Christ.  

1 Cor. 12:12 

12 For even as the body is one and has many members, 

yet all the members of the body, being many, are one 

body, so also is the Christ.  

Col. 2:19 

19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the 

Body, being richly supplied and knit together by means 

of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.  

Eph. 5:23-27 

23 For a husband is head of the wife as also Christ is 

Head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the 

Body.  

24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also let the 

wives be subject to their husbands in everything.  

25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved 

the church and gave Himself up for her  

26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the 

washing of the water in the word,  

27 That He might present the church to Himself 

glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, 

but that she would be holy and without blemish. 

 

Suggested Reading 

In order to head up all things in Christ, God firstly 

heads up His chosen ones. Therefore, the church life is a 

life of being headed up. Ephesians 1:22 and 23 say, 

“And He subjected all things under His feet, and gave 

Him to be head over all things to the church, which is 

His Body, the fullness of the One Who fills all in all.” 

Verse 22 says that God gave Christ to be the Head over 

all things. This indicates that He is not merely the Head 

of the church, but over all things. God gave Christ to be 

the Head over all things to the church. The little word 
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“to” implies transmission. It indicates that Christ’s 

headship is being transmitted to the church. This means 

that, in a sense, we can share the headship of Christ over 

all things. Although we are not the head, we can share 

the headship. To put it another way, we are not the king, 

but we can share the kingship. (Life-study of Ephesians, 

p. 74) 

--- 

The church can share the headship of Christ because 

the church is the Body of Christ. The King is not just the 

Head, but the Head with the Body. Christ is not only the 

Head, but also the Body (1 Cor. 12:12). Because the 

church is the Body and because Christ is both the Head 

and the Body, we may say that, in a sense, we, the Body, 

are also Christ. Although we are not the Head, we can 

share Christ’s headship. We are the Body of the Head, 

and the Head is the head over all things. We are not only 

head over insects, cats, and dogs, but also over 

presidents, kings, generals, and industrial leaders. We 

are over them all. Is the President of the United States 

under us, or are we under him? In a very real sense, he is 

under us. In saying this, I am not promoting revolution; 

I am simply relating the spiritual fact that we, the 

members of the Body of Christ, are above all things. 

The church is under nothing but Christ Himself; we are 

above everything else because we are the Body of the 

One who is over all things. Do you have the confidence 

to say that you are above the President of the United 

States and the Queen of England? Probably you do not 

have this confidence. However, I can say honestly that if 

I were brought into the presence of the President of the 

United States, I would have the sense that I am above 

him. In saying this I am not proud; rather, I simply am 

conscious of the spiritual fact. 

 By God’s grace, we all must say, “Lord, we are here 

to take the lead to be headed up. Lord, head us up in 

Christ. We don’t want to remain in the heap of collapse. 

We have to be rescued from the collapse by being 

headed up in You.” After you have been brought out of 

the collapse, you will be above all things. Until this 

happens, you will not have the confidence to say that 

you are above the President. It is possible to be saved, 

but still remain in the heap because you are not headed 

up.  

It is important to see that the heading up in the 

church is a matter in life. If we try to be headed up 

without growing in life, we shall fall into organization. 

To head up all things in the church without the growth 

in life is simply to have an organization. The proper 

heading up is the growing of life. The more you grow in 

life, the more life you will have, the more heading up 

there will be, and the more you will be rescued from the 

heap of collapse. No human hand or organization can 

accomplish this. No human effort can help the heading 

up in the church life….The only thing that avails is the 

growth in life. Oh, we need to grow and help others to 

grow! We need to minister the supply of life to one 

another to help one another grow. The heading up in the 

church life is altogether dependent upon the growth in 

life. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 74-75, 78-79) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 8 

Corporate Reading of “The Overcoming Life” 

Chapter 4 – Sections: The First Step Toward Victory 

Being A Realization That We Are Not Able 

    

Friday  6/19 

Eph. 3:2, 9, 16-17 

2 If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of the 

grace of God which was given to me for you,  

9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the 

economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages 

has been hidden in God, who created all things,  

16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of 

His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 

Spirit into the inner man,  

17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts 

through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love,  

Col. 1:12-13 

12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 

for a share of the allotted portion of the saints in the 

light;  

13 Who delivered us out of the authority of darkness 

and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His 

love,  

 

John 1:16-17 

16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace 

upon grace.  

17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

reality came through Jesus Christ.  

2 Cor. 3:2-3, 6 

2 You are our letter, inscribed in our hearts, known and 

read by all men,  

3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of 

Christ ministered by us, inscribed not with ink but with 

the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone but in 

tablets of hearts of flesh.  

6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new 

covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 

the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

Suggested Reading 

The Greek word which can be rendered 

“administration” in 1:10, oikonomia,is difficult to 

translate. It can also be rendered “stewardship” or 

“household arrangement.” The anglicized form of this 

word is economy. I like dispensation, stewardship, and 

household arrangement better than administration, 

although administration can be used in 1:10 because 

eventually the dispensation, the stewardship, the 

household arrangement will become an eternal 

administration. 

According to ancient custom, there was a steward in 

the royal family, and his ministry was called a 

stewardship. Hence, the stewardship is simply the 

service of a steward. A steward was not a mere slave, 

but a person intimately related to the family, one who 

took care of the household arrangement. Such a 

stewardship, such a household arrangement, was the 

best administration….God’s administration as a 

household arrangement is sweet and as a stewardship is 

intimate. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 85-86) 

--- 

The stewardship, moreover, involves a dispensation. 

Dispensation here refers not to an age, but to a 

dispensing. For example, a mother dispenses food to her 

children every morning at breakfast. As the children sit 

down at the table, the mother dispenses nourishing food 
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for them to eat. In such a dispensation a proper control 

is always exercised….The dispensation of food is the 

best control. I have observed this with my own 

grandchildren, who obey their grandmother…because 

she is the one who dispenses treats to them. Because she 

does the dispensing, she can very easily and pleasantly 

control them. She controls them by means of a sweet 

dispensation, a dispensation that is also a kind of 

administration and intimate service. The heading up of 

all things in Christ does not take place by a 

governmental administration. On the contrary, it comes 

about by a sweet stewardship, by an intimate household 

arrangement, by a pleasant dispensation. It takes place 

through the dispensing of the abundant life supply of the 

Triune God into us. The Apostle Paul calls this a 

“dispensation of the grace of God” (3:2), a stewardship 

of the grace of God. 

Satan’s injection has no administration or 

stewardship because he subtly injects himself into us. 

But God is working Himself into His chosen ones by a 

sweet, intimate stewardship. Paul’s ministry was such a 

stewardship. It was a model of the dispensation of grace, 

of the dispensing of God as grace into His chosen ones. 

By this dispensation of grace, the dispensing of God 

Himself as our enjoyment, the factor of life is ministered 

into the chosen ones. As the life factor gets into them, 

they are raised up and attached to Christ in the Body. 

This is the dispensation that heads up all things in 

Christ. 

What a sweet, intimate stewardship there was with 

[the Lord Jesus]! Throughout His ministry, He was 

dispensing God as the life supply to His chosen ones. 

This intimate stewardship is continued with the 

Apostles, especially with the Apostle Paul, who had the 

stewardship of the grace of God. In his ministry Paul 

was constantly dispensing Christ as life into the 

believers. Paul’s ministry was a sweet and intimate 

stewardship, a pleasant household arrangement. Paul 

even taught Timothy how to behave in the house of God 

(1 Tim. 3:15). The way to behave in God’s house is to 

have the household arrangement, an intimate 

stewardship, and to dispense Christ to all the members 

of God’s household. It is not by controlling or even by a 

governmental administration; it is by a sweet 

dispensation, an intimate stewardship, a very dear 

household arrangement. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 

86-87) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 9 

Corporate Reading of “The Overcoming Life” 

Chapter 4 – Sections: Unable And Not Intending To Be 

Able 

 

Saturday  6/20 

John 8:12 

12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the 

light of the world; he who follows Me shall by no means 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  

Rev. 22:1 

1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as 

crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 

Lamb in the middle of its street.  

John 1:4 

4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

Rom. 8:10-11 

10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 

because of sin, the spirit is life because of righteousness.  

11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from 

the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from 

the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through His Spirit who indwells you.  

Eph. 5:8-9 

8 For you were once darkness but are now light in the 

Lord; walk as children of light  

9 (For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and 

righteousness and truth),  

1 John 1:5, 7 

5 And this is the message which we have heard from 

Him and announce to you, that God is light and in Him 

is no darkness at all.  

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

His Son cleanses us from every sin. 

 

 

 

Suggested Reading 

When we grow in life, we have the light of life. 

Under this light, everything is kept in order. If instead of 

life and light we have death and darkness, we are still in 

the collapse. Wherever death and darkness are, there is 

the collapse. All of human society, including today’s 

Christianity, is nothing but death and darkness and, 

hence, a heap of collapse. But because we are full of life 

and are under light, we are not a heap. Because we are 

in life and because all our movements are in light, there 

is no confusion. Although today’s Christianity is a heap 

of collapse in death and darkness, we in the church life 

are in life and under light. With life and light we are 

being headed up. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 79-80) 

--- 

The church takes the lead to be headed up in Christ. 

Eventually, the millennium will come and, following 

that, the new heaven and new earth with the New 

Jerusalem. In the new heaven and new earth all things 

will be headed up in Christ. In the New Jerusalem there 

will be no death and no night; instead, everything will 

be saturated with life and be under light. With the New 

Jerusalem as the center, all things in the new heaven and 

the new earth will be headed up. At that time Ephesians 

1:10 will be completely fulfilled. Then we shall realize 

that Christ is the Head over all things to the church, His 

Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. Today 

we in the church life are taking the lead to be headed up 

in Christ. For this we need to grow in life and have the 

light of life. 

Where life is, there is light also. John 1:4 says, “In 

Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” This 

light is the light of life (John 8:12). In Revelation 21 we 

have both life and light. Because the New Jerusalem is 

saturated with light, it has no need for the light of the 

sun. Revelation 21:23 says, “And the city has no need of 

the sun nor of the moon that they should shine in it, for 

the glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” 

In the New Jerusalem we shall have the glory of the 

Triune God as our shining light. In the new heaven and 

new earth with the New Jerusalem there will be no 

night, no death, and no darkness. Instead, there will be 

life and light. This will cause everything to rise up and 

be in good order. 
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Wherever there is light, things are kept in order. 

Suppose there were no lights in the city of Los Angeles. 

What darkness and confusion there would be! Life 

regulates, and light controls. In the church life we do not 

have regulations, but we do have the regulating life and 

the controlling light. When the church is full of life, it is 

also full of light. Then everyone in the church is 

regulated by the inward life, not by outward regulations; 

and everyone is controlled and kept in order by the light 

of life. Here in life and in light, we are headed up. In 

Revelation 21 we see the Head, the Body surrounding 

the Head, and all the nations walking in the light of the 

city (Rev. 21:24). This will cause the new heaven and 

the new earth to be a bright sphere. Therefore, in the 

new heaven and the new earth with the New Jerusalem 

as the center, all things will be headed up in Christ. This 

will be the fulfillment of the heading up of all things in 

Christ spoken of in Ephesians 1:10. 

Today’s church life is a foretaste of this. It is a 

miniature of the new heaven, the new earth, and the 

New Jerusalem. As those in the miniature, we are 

enjoying the dispensation of life with light, and we are 

being headed up in Christ. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 

80, 95-96) 

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 8, 10 

 

 

Hymns, #981 

1 In His Christ to head up all things 

    Is our God’s economy; 

  Taking Christ as Head and Center, 

    All is one in harmony. 

2 Christ as Head will be the Center; 

    God within will be the Light; 

  Christ enthroned, with God, His substance, 

    Will fulfill His heart’s delight. 

3 Christ as life will be the content, 

    Heading up all things in light; 

  All the saints will be the vessel, 

    To express His glory bright. 

4 Satan hath himself injected 

    Into man all things to spoil, 

  Bringing darkness and corruption 

    God’s eternal plan to foil. 

5 Christ has come, Himself imparting 

    Into man as life to save, 

  That the pow’r of death and darkness 

    May no more all things enslave. 

6 Thru the Church which is His Body 

    Christ as Head will sum up all; 

  All will fitly join together, 

    All things either great or small. 

7 Under Christ, by His full headship, 

    All in union will subsist; 

  In the light the Church expresses 

    All in oneness will exist. 

8 Owning Christ as Head and Center, 

    All will be in harmony; 

  Thru the shining of His Body 

    All will share His liberty. 

9 No more darkness and corruption, 

    No more death and vanity; 

  All will be released from bondage 

    Throughout all eternity. 

   

Lord’s Day  6/21 

Eph. 3:14-21 

14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father,  

15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is 

named,  

16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of 

His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 

Spirit into the inner man,  

17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts 

through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love,  

18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the 

saints what the breadth and length and height and depth 

are  

19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of 

Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of 

God.  

20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above 

all that we ask or think, according to the power which 

operates in us,  

21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

unto all the generations forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Further Reading 

Life-Study of Ephesians, msgs. 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 


